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opens up the world of climate science by 
showing the real data in accessible formats 
and by addressing key uncertainties. 
Its coverage of IPCC Working Groups I 
and III is outstanding, and I hope to see 
a second edition soon that does equal 
justice to Working Group II. I would also 
like to see the topics cross-referenced 
to the IPCC reports and an appendix of 
cited literature. A true guide to the IPCC 

assessment should off er the invested 
reader an entrée to the actual reports and 
the literature they probe.

I look forward to pulling out my 
‘Pocket IPCC’ the next time I encounter 
a  sceptical businessman or a congressional 
staff er who needs to know more about 
climate projections or the uncertainty 
surrounding climate sensitivity. It might 
even impress my friends at cocktail parties. 
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On our bookshelf: dark visions

THE LONG DESCENT: A USER’S GUIDE 
TO THE END OF THE INDUSTRIAL AGE

by John Michael Greer

New Society 
Publishers: 2008
288pp. US$18.95

Th e Long Descent collects and 
expands on essays by peak-oil blogger 
John Michael Greer, whose writing 
draws on his historical expertise and 
spiritual sensibility: Greer holds the title 
of Archdruid. He believes that climate 
change and energy shortages will bring on 
societal collapse, but not the kind many 
fear. Our culture’s most deeply felt visions 
of the future — on one hand, irrepressible 
progress, and on the other, sudden 
catastrophe — are literally myths, Greer 
argues, with the same defi ning features as 

myths in other cultures. Th e reality will 
be the long, stepwise deterioration of the 
book’s title, one that mirrors the decline of 
past civilizations.

That means a rapidly approaching 
global crisis decades long, followed by 
a recovery but then further crises. Each 
step in Greer’s descent strips the human 
population of social and technological 
complexity, and the sequence ends with 
regression to a sustainable agrarian 
regime that none of us will live to 
see. His advice: neither global nor 
personal action can prevent this long 
descent, but a grassroots shift toward 
low-tech, low-energy and community-
oriented lifestyles would soften the 
immediate blow.

THE CARBON DIARIES 2015

by Saci Lloyd

Hodder Children’s 
Books: 2008 
384pp. £6.99

In this novel, a teenage girl’s irreverent 
journal entries are the window into a 
society scrambling for footing in the 
face of climate change. With disastrous 
weather pounding the globe, the 
United Kingdom in 2015 becomes the fi rst 
country to seize control of emissions with 
a comprehensive carbon-rationing 
scheme. To ride the bus, charge a phone or 
buy a bottle of Australian wine requires a 
swipe of the electronic ration card — and 
the only resort when credits run out is the 
black market. 

the-art climate models. The second 
scenario pictures the temperature 
rise accelerated by feedback effects, 
and the third has the Earth passing 
a devastating tipping point later this 
century, producing cataclysmic change.

Acknowledging the great 
uncertainties in their projections but 
aiming for farsightedness, the authors 
soberly detail expected impacts 
and potential human responses. On 
their list are not just famine and 
pestilence but class war, the collapse of 
economies and the United Nations, and 
plummeting developed-world birthrates 
owing to “increasingly difficult living 
conditions and … general loss of hope”.

Crossing the terrain of science, society, 
fiction and futurism, a new crop of 
books imagines harrowing possible 
fates for humans in a greenhouse 
world. Among these varied narratives, 
Climatic Cataclysm stands out for its 
impressive CV, originating in two 
years of discussions among 20 eminent 
experts on climate science, foreign 
policy and national security. Distilled 
from their talks are three possible 
scenarios of an altered Earth, ranging 
from the likely best case to the worst. 
In the first, moderate emissions cause 
warming of 1.3 °C above the 1990 
global average by 2040, in line with 
the latest projections from state-of-

CLIMATIC CATACLYSM: THE FOREIGN POLICY AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY IMPLICATIONS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Edited by 
Kurt M. Campbell

Brookings Institution Press: 2008
237pp. US$28.95/£16.99
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The chronicle of the initial year of rationing dwells on 
the punk band that 16-year-old Laura Brown plays bass in, 
her crush on the boy up the street, and her parents’ marriage 
hitting the rocks when Dad loses his job in a failing economy. 
As Laura and her family muddle through more mundane crises, 
catastrophic droughts, storms and riots corrode the world 
around them.

IN MEMORY OF CENTRAL PARK: 1853–2022

by Queenelle Minet

Synergy Books: 2008
251pp. US$13.95

Still further into the realm of fantasy is Queenelle Minet’s 
dystopian tale of New York City circa 2050. A vast protective 
shell shields the city from terrorist attacks and the rising 
Atlantic Ocean, while outside lie the ruins of Central Park 
and the eroded stump of the Statue of Liberty. But the caged 
New Yorkers’ sense of safety is, as one expects, illusory: the 
shell that keeps the sea out keeps pollutants in, and reports of 
the resulting wave of illnesses are silenced by the insidious 
Liberty Party. 

Minet, a psychotherapist, adapted the novel from her 
husband Aron Spilken’s unfinished manuscript after his death. 
Her take on environmental disasters and craven politics draws 
attention to their emotional toll, with the central characters 
struggling to preserve their love affair along with their lives.
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From daily science updates to investigative 
journalism, from community commentary 
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around the world.
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world, in print and online. 

Science news from  
a different angle

www.nature.com/news 

146  nature reports climate change | VOL 2 | NOVEMBER 2008 | www.nature.com/reports/climatechange


	On our bookshelf: dark visions


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (NPG WEB PDF Job Options. 150dpi. 22nd September 2004. PDF 1.4 Compatibility.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 782.362]
>> setpagedevice




