
There is much speculation as to what will, and what should, emerge 
from next month’s climate change conference in Bali, Indonesia, where 
participants from some 189 nations will gather to map out the path to 
an effective successor to the Kyoto Protocol.

Whatever shape a post-Kyoto regime takes, be it a bigger and better 
treaty with greater international compliance and more stringent 
emissions targets or a radical rethink on climate policy, there are several 
major drivers of climate change excluded from Kyoto that will be high 
on the agenda in Bali.

Not least of these is the issue of deforestation, which alone accounts 
for an estimated 20–25% of global greenhouse gas emissions. Indonesia 
is the worst offender, chopping at least 1.2–1.4 million hectares annually, 
both through illegal logging and forest clearance primarily for palm oil 
plantations. Ironically, many of these plantations have come about as 
a direct response to the increased global demand for biofuels, which 
are touted as a clean energy source but in reality can lead to enhanced 
emissions through land-use change.

The need to include deforestation in international climate policy 
was first formally proposed in Montreal in 2005 by Papua New 
Guinea, Costa Rica and the Coalition of Rainforest Nations. In a 
joint statement, they argued for financial compensation in the form 
of tradable credits to be given to developing countries that voluntarily 
undertook to reduce their emissions from logging and burning. 
These credits could then be purchased by rich nations as part of their 
obligation to meet emissions targets.

In anticipation of the UN Climate Change Conference, Indonesia 
is pushing hard for adoption of such a scheme by the international 
community, a possibility that will be discussed at length during the 
second week of the talks.

The idea of first-world polluters paying poorer nations with intact 
forests to protect their trees in order to keep carbon in the ground, while 
protecting biodiversity, is very attractive.

But giving credits for ‘avoided deforestation’ will be prone to the 
same problems as other aspects of the global carbon market. One of 
the issues being debated is whether such a scheme will reward nations 
like Brazil, which is currently chopping vast swaths of the Amazon, 
while effectively short-changing those that are already protecting their 
forests. This could, in effect, incentivize deforestation in the lead-up to 
implementation. There is also concern about whether a one-off payment 
for avoiding deforestation will result in a long-term commitment to 
conservation. And will setting specific areas aside for conservation just 
divert the problem elsewhere?

What is clear is that convincing incentives to alter land use in 
the long term will be needed to make this scheme work. But its 
effective implementation would be a hallmark of success at the 
Bali conference.

Cover design by Karen Moore

Nature Reports Climate Change

EDITORIAL OFFICE

Editor: Olive Heffernan

Assistant Editor: Anna Barnett

Production Editor: Alexandra Hardy

Copy Editor: Rosalind Portman; Anna Barnett

Art Editor: Karen Moore

Web Designer: Miles Davies

MANAGEMENT OFFICE

Publishing Director: David Swinbanks

Publisher: Jason Wilde

Managing Production Editor: Donald McDonald

Senior Production Editor: Derna Simpson

Senior Copy Editor: Jane Morris

Web Design Manager: Glennis McGregor

Marketing: Katy Dunningham

Editor in Chief, Nature Publications: Philip Campbell

Advertising Manager, Physical Sciences: Simon Allardice

Sponsorship: Emma Green

Nature - www.nature.com/nature

The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan St

London N1 9XW, UK

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7833 4000

e-mail: nature@nature.com

VISIT NATURE REPORTS 

CLIMATE CHANGE ONLINE

World Wide Web

http://www.nature.com/reports/climatechange

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND CUSTOMER SERVICES

For UK/Europe (excluding Japan):

Nature Publishing Group, Subscriptions, Brunel Road, 

Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 6XS, UK. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1256 329242.

Subscriptions and customer services for 

Americas – including Canada, Latin America and the 

Caribbean: Nature Publishing Group, 

Subscription Department, PO Box 5161, Brentwood, 

TN 37024-5161. 

Tel: (800) 524 2688 (US) or 615 850 5315 

(outside the US).

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

92 Regional change
 Extreme measures
 Alex Thompson

 
 Technology
 Carbon capture vital
 Alex Thompson

 
 Technology
 Nature’s cure
 Olive Heffernan

 
 Society
 Unequal impacts
 Olive Heffernan

 

 Climate impacts
 Floods in a flash
 Alex Thompson

 Cryosphere
 The big melt
 Alicia Newton

NEWS FEATURE
94 The escalator effect
 Emma Marris

COMMENTARY
97 Tipping the scales
 Timothy M. Lenton

 Hans Joachim Schellnhuber

BOOKS & ARTS
99 Fighting fire with fire
 Mark Lynas

NEWS & VIEWS
100 Marine manipulations
 Kevin R. Arrigo

SEEING THE WOOD FOR THE TREES Published online: 29 November 2007
doi:10.1038/climate.2007.69

OLIVE HEFFERNAN, EDITOR

nature reports climate change | VOL 1 | DEC 2007


	Seeing the wood for the trees


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (NPG WEB PDF Job Options. 150dpi. 22nd September 2004. PDF 1.4 Compatibility.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 782.362]
>> setpagedevice


