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AN END TO HOT AIR

Climate change is the most far reaching of the great
challenges of the twenty-first century. It affects not only
all people on the planet, it will also govern the future of
the rest of the biosphere. Because so much, and so many;,
are at stake, the question of how to minimize and deal
with climate change remains hugely controversial.

Making good choices on how we deal with such
change requires accurate information and open
discussion. It is now firmly established that human
activity is largely responsible for the climatic future, but
there is still much to say, and to learn, about the extent
and the timing of the changes to come. Yet, despite a
20-fold increase in coverage of climate change in the UK
since the 1980s (and a fivefold increase in the US over
the same period), the facts of climate change remain
a low priority for the mainstream media. Readers are
often left out in the cold when it comes to separating
issues of consensus from debate, fact from opinion and
even fact from fiction.

In light of the need for greater discussion and under-
standing and easier access to information, Nature has
launched a new online resource to extend its reporting
of the issue. Nature Reports: Climate Change is freely
accessible and is updated weekly with unique news,
comment, analysis, reviews, features and more. Every
month, the content is collated into a downloadable digital
edition, of which this is the first issue. Each issue can be
cited and archived just like a magazine —but without
the carbon footprint that goes with ink on paper. If you
prefer, you can get some of the material in audio form
through our monthly podcasts coming shortly.

Aside from providing authoritative coverage of
climate science and its wider implications, Nature
Reports: Climate Change is an interactive hub, with
opportunities for readers to contribute by commenting
on our Climate Feedback blog and by voting on recent
papers in our Journal Club.

The website complements Nature’s existing coverage
of climate change, both in print and online. Together with
sister sites on Avian Flu and Stem Cells, Nature Reports
represent a new venture for Nature, providing site-specific
online coverage of highly topical and controversial issues
of interest to the world at large. We hope you enjoy reading
and joining our discussions.

OLIVE HEFFERNAN, NEWS EDITOR
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