







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Bone Marrow Transplantation]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	bone marrow transplantation

	special report

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Special Report
	Published: 07 April 2014



                    Unrelated adult stem cell donor medical suitability: recommendations from the World Marrow Donor Association Clinical Working Group Committee

                    	R N Lown1,2Â na1, 
	J Philippe3Â na1, 
	W Navarro4, 
	S M van Walraven5, 
	L Philips-Johnson4, 
	M Fechter5, 
	R Pawson6, 
	M Bengtsson7, 
	M Beksac8, 
	S Field9, 
	H Yang10 & 
	â€¦
	B E Shaw2,3Â 

Show authors

                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Bone Marrow Transplantation

                        volumeÂ 49,Â pages 880â€“886 (2014)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        3887 Accesses

                    
	
                        35 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Bone marrow transplantation
	Health care


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
The World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA) fosters collaboration between international registries to facilitate the exchange of hematopoietic stem cell products for unrelated stem cell donor transplantation. As indications for hematopoietic SCT grow, the movement of products across the world will increase. Although competent authorities may regulate products within their country, there is a need to protect the best interests of donors and recipients by identifying universal donor medical suitability criteria. Within this report the WMDA provides a background to unrelated adult donor and recipient safety, recommends a common framework for assessing the health of unrelated adult donors at each stage of the donation pathway and presents a novel mechanism for sharing international consensus criteria for individual medical and lifestyle conditions. Wherever possible, these criteria are evidence-based. By establishing a donor medical suitability working group, the WMDA has developed a process through which donor centers and registries may request a consensus opinion on conditions not already listed, as well as challenge existing criteria. Guidance from the WMDA is intended to complement, not supersede, guidance from national competent authorities and international regulatory bodies.
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