







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Bone Marrow Transplantation]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	bone marrow transplantation

	special report

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Special Report
	Published: 29 July 2013



                    Prophylaxis and treatment of GVHD: EBMT–ELN working group recommendations for a standardized practice

                    	T Ruutu1, 
	A Gratwohl2, 
	T de Witte3, 
	B Afanasyev4, 
	J Apperley5, 
	A Bacigalupo6, 
	F Dazzi7, 
	P Dreger8, 
	R Duarte9, 
	J Finke10, 
	L Garderet11, 
	H Greinix12, 
	E Holler13, 
	N Kröger14, 
	A Lawitschka15, 
	M Mohty16, 
	A Nagler17, 
	J Passweg18, 
	O Ringdén19, 
	G Socié20, 
	J Sierra21, 
	A Sureda22, 
	W Wiktor-Jedrzejczak23, 
	A Madrigal24 & 
	D Niederwieser25 on behalf of 
	a working group of the European Group for Blood and Marrow Transplantation (EBMT) and the European LeukemiaNet (ELN)

Show authors

                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Bone Marrow Transplantation

                        volume 49, pages 168–173 (2014)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        26k Accesses

                    
	
                        209 Citations

                    
	
                            18 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Bone marrow transplantation
	Disease prevention
	Graft-versus-host disease
	Therapeutics


    


                
    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                
                    A Corrigendum to this article was published on 23 December 2013

                
            
        

    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
GVHD remains the major impediment to broader application of allogeneic haematopoietic SCT. It can be prevented completely, but at the expense of other complications, rejection, relapse or delayed immune reconstitution. No optimal prevention or treatment method has been defined. This is reflected by enormous heterogeneity in approaches in Europe. Retrospective comparisons between different policies, although warranted, do not give definite answers. In order to improve the present situation, an European Group for Blood and Marrow Transplantation and the European LeukemiaNet working group has developed in a Delphi-like approach recommendations for prophylaxis and treatment of GVHD in the most common allogeneic transplant setting, transplantation from an HLA-identical sibling or unrelated donor for standard risk malignant disease. The working group proposes these guidelines to be adopted as routine standard in transplantation centres and to be used as comparator in systematic studies evaluating the advantages and disadvantages of practices differing from these recommendations.
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