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            Abstract
Of 221 patients with breast cancer of known epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) and oestrogen receptor (ER) status, 99 had developed recurrences during the period of follow-up (range 3-60 months, median 24 months). Of these, 72 received endocrine therapy as first-line treatment for relapse. Immunohistochemical assessment of c-erbB-2 protein product expression was made using paraffin-embedded tumour tissue from 65 of these 72 patients. Including patients whose disease remained stable for more than 6 months with those showing an objective response (CR or PR for more than 3 months), only one (7%) of 14 c-erbB-2 positive tumours responded to endocrine manipulation compared with 19 (37%) of 51 c-erbB-2 negative tumours (P less than 0.05). Coexpression of c-erbB-2 reduced the response rate of ER positive patients from 48% to 20% and of ER negative cases from 27% to 0% (P less than 0.01). EGFR and c-erbB-2 protein appeared to have additive effects in reducing the likelihood of response, and none of eight patients with EGFR positive, c-erbB-2 positive tumours derived benefit from endocrine therapy. The results of this study suggest that c-erbB-2 protein overexpression, a marker of poor prognosis in breast cancer, is associated with a lack of response to endocrine therapy on relapse, and particularly in combination with EGFR may be useful in directing therapeutic choices.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 24 print issues and online access
$259.00 per year
only $10.79 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Prognostic influences of BCL1 and BCL2 expression on disease-free survival in breast cancer
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         07 June 2021
                                    

                                

                                Ki-Tae Hwang, Young A. Kim, â€¦ Kyu Ri Hwang

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Prognostic impact of serum levels of EGFR and EGFR ligands in early-stage breast cancer
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         06 October 2020
                                    

                                

                                Ina Mathilde KjÃ¦r, Dorte Aalund Olsen, â€¦ Jonna Skov Madsen

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Association between low estrogen receptor positive breast cancer and staining performance
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         05 February 2020
                                    

                                

                                Dennis Caruana, Wei Wei, â€¦ Emily S. Reisenbichler

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                
Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Division of Pathology, University of Newcastle upon Tyne, UK
C Wright


Authors	C WrightView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	S NicholsonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	B AngusView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	JRC SainsburyView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	J FarndonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	J CairnsView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	AL HarrisView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	CHW HorneView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Wright, C., Nicholson, S., Angus, B. et al. Relationship between c-erbB-2 protein product expression and response to endocrine therapy in advanced breast cancer.
                    Br J Cancer 65, 118â€“121 (1992). https://doi.org/10.1038/bjc.1992.22
Download citation
	Issue Date: 01 January 1992

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/bjc.1992.22


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        N083E (Alliance): long-term outcomes of patients treated in a pilot phase II study of docetaxel, carboplatin, trastuzumab, and lapatinib as adjuvant therapy for early-stage HER2-positive breast cancer
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Roberto A. Leon-Ferre
	Edith A. Perez
	Alvaro Moreno-Aspitia


                                
                                Breast Cancer Research and Treatment (2020)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        The expansion of targetable biomarkers for CAR T cell therapy
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Michelle H. Townsend
	Gajendra Shrestha
	Kim L. Oâ€™Neill


                                
                                Journal of Experimental & Clinical Cancer Research (2018)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        The effects of bufadienolides on HER2 overexpressing breast cancer cells
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Tianjiao Wang
	Lin Mu
	Yuhui Yuan


                                
                                Tumor Biology (2016)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Function of RasGRP3 in the formation and progression of human breast cancer
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Zsuzsanna Nagy
	Ilona KovÃ¡cs
	Gabriella Czifra


                                
                                Molecular Cancer (2014)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Biomarkers of Therapeutic Resistance in Breast Cancer
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Sudeep Gupta
	Ashish Singh
	Bhawna Sirohi


                                
                                Current Breast Cancer Reports (2013)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Open access publishing
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Special Issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Advertisers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subscribe
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors & Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    British Journal of Cancer (Br J Cancer)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1532-1827 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0007-0920 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    











    [image: ]







[image: ]
