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            Abstract
The relationship between oral contraceptives and breast cancer was evaluated among 2,022 cases and 2,183 controls participating in a multicentre breast cancer screening programme. Ever use of oral contraceptives was not related to breast cancer risk (RR = 1.0, 95% CI 0.9-1.2), and no overall patterns of increasing or decreasing risks were observed according to the duration of use, or time since first or most recent use. Although we had no women with extended periods of oral contraceptive use early in life, no evidence of adverse effects attributable to short-term use before age 25, before first live birth or during the perimenopausal period were observed. Further, oral contraceptives did not interact with other breast cancer risk factors, except among those with a history of two or more breast biopsies (RR = 2.0). Analyses by stage of disease revealed that risk was related to the duration of oral contraceptive use: greater than or equal to 5 years use was associated with reduced risk for in situ cancer (RR = 0.59) and increased risks for invasive cancers (RR = 1.5 and 1.4 respectively for small and large lesions). These data suggest that oral contraceptive effects may vary by stage of disease, but provide no overall evidence of an association between oral contraceptives and breast cancer.
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