
BDA AND BDIA ANNOUNCE NEW 
‘STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP’
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The British Dental Association (BDA) has 
called on returning Health Secretary Jeremy 
Hunt to tackle ‘unfinished business’ on 
professional regulation.

This letter follows a 12 month period 
in which the troubled regulator the 
General Dental Council (GDC) has come 
under sustained criticism from the dental 
profession, the courts, parliament and the 
Professional Standards Authority. 

The BDA has now written to the Secretary 
of State asking him to launch a fundamental 
review of dental regulation. 

The Chair of the BDA’s Principal 
Executive Committee, Mick  
Armstrong, said:

‘Professional regulation cannot get 
bumped to the bottom of the in-tray for 
the Health team. The unambiguous and 
sustained failures at the GDC are unfinished 
business, and require a clear response. 

‘Over the last 12 months the GDC has 
come under unprecedented scrutiny, by the 
courts, by the PSA and by parliament. And 
in each case it has been found wanting. Last 
week’s election must not offer an opportunity 
for a failing regulator to wipe the slate clean. 

‘In spite of near universal criticism, the 
current office-holders have failed to show 
insight or contrition. Nor has anyone 
admitted culpability or responsibility. It is 
our belief that until these basic credibility 
matters have been addressed, the GDC will 
be unable to fulfil its duty to protect patients. 

‘It is time for a fundamental review of 
dental regulation. It must start by looking at 
accountability, but the profession is clear that 
there needs to be a much broader overhaul 
of the way that dentistry is regulated 
across the United Kingdom. Patients and 
practitioners deserve a process of regulation 
that is fair, proportionate and transparent 
that the GDC in its current form is simply 
not delivering.’

BDA TO 
HUNT:  
TIME FOR 
ACTION 
ON ‘UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS’ ON 
PROFESSIONAL 
REGULATION

A chemical often used by illegal tooth 
whitening clinics and beauticians has 
been banned by the EU.

Borates, such as sodium perborate 
and perboric acid have been named 
on cosmetic products by EU legislation 
and ‘no exception to the ban has been 
granted’, according to the Council of 

European Dentists 
(CED). These 

substances 
have been 
classified as 
carcinogenic, 
mutagenic 
or toxic for 
reproduction 

(CMR) and 

so any substance classified as such, 
independent of its concentration, is 
prohibited for use in cosmetic products. 

The CED has also issued a statement 
warning of the dangers of a chemical 
commonly used in unlicensed tooth 
whitening products in beauty salons. 
Products of the borate family do have 
teeth cleaning properties, but are 
considered to be very unsafe, and are 
potentially carcinogenic. To safeguard 
public health, the CED are reminding 
national authorities in EU states of 
the banning of the use of borates in 
cosmetic products and calling on them 
to take initiatives to ensure that no such 
products are utilised for tooth whitening 
or are available on the market.
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NEWS

The British Dental Association (BDA) and the British Dental Industry Association (BDIA) 
are delighted to announce that they have agreed a new ‘Strategic Partnership’ allowing both 
organisations to work more closely over the coming months and years.

BDA Chief Executive, Peter Ward, commented, ‘This exciting new Strategic Partnership 
will benefit the whole Dental Community and will provide a higher level of engagement, 
from manufacturers and trade companies, right through to the Dentists and their teams’.
The aim of this Partnership will be to;
■ Bring both Associations closer together in the eyes of the whole dental sector
■ Deliver better value to the sector through a change of culture and a closer working 

relationship between the BDA and BDIA
■ Provide value for members and the wider industry wherever it is possible to do so.

The Partnership recognises the strong identities and individual nature of each Association, 
whilst effectively looking to deliver a comprehensive business solution for the profession 
and the industry through activities such as both the BDA’s British Dental Conference and 
Exhibition in the spring and BDIA Dental Showcase in the autumn of each year. 

Tony Reed, BDIA Executive Director, added, ‘By working in partnership we believe 
than we can create better value for the members of both Associations. Our 
two major dental events can together provide all 
that practices need to maintain an up to 
date understanding of 
developments in 
materials, equipment 
and techniques 
and a solution to 
their educational 
requirements in 
terms of clinical and 
business needs’.

By working in 
partnership both 
Associations believe that better value for 
their members can be achieved.

©
Tr

ib
al

iu
m

/iS
to

ck
/T

hi
nk

st
oc

k

CHEMICAL USED IN BEAUTY SALON TEETH WHITENING  
BANNED BY EU
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