OBITUARIES

Gordon Breen-Turner

Gordon Breen-Turner (Jim) died sud-
denly on 19 January 2007, aged 88. A
retired general dental practitioner, he
was very much a stalwart of the North
Wales golf scene. By his own admis-
sion, he had a wonderful life surround-
ed by loving and caring people.

Jim was born in Caernarfon in 1918,
attending the local grammar school
before moving to the King Williams
School, Isle of Man. He attended Liver-
pool Dental School, qualifying in 1941. He spent the war years in
the Royal Navy Dental Service (1941-1946), including three years
with HM Submarine Flotilla.

Following the war, he returned to his home town of Caernarfon,
practising with and subsequently taking over his father’s dental
practice in Castle Square. He continued working until his early 70s
when a serious, but fortunately brief, illness contracted overseas
forced his retirement.

Apart from enjoying his native Snowdonia, golf played a huge
part in Jim’s life. He took up golf at age six and won his first tour-
nament aged nine against a 65-year-old man! He was first selected
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John Saville Zamet

John Zamet was a champion of peri-
odontology in the UK. He founded the
first exclusively periodontal practice
in London in 1966 where he contin-
ued to work until his retirement in
2001. He was the first UK periodon-
tist to participate in the Brinemark
Osseointegration Programme. He was
a gifted lecturer and a charismatic and
kind teacher. His wise and confidential
counsel was often sought by aspiring
specialists and many who were already in senior positions. Always
willing to help an individual or worthy cause, his smiling and
apparently relaxed manner belied a burning passion for perfection
that governed every aspect of his activities. Many a colleague has
reason to be grateful to him.

Born in London in 1932, John qualified in dentistry at the Royal
Dental Hospital in 1955 and obtained his fellowship of the Royal
College of Surgeons in 1958. Between 1956 and 1962 he worked
in the periodontology departments at the Eastman, Guy’s and
the Royal Dental Hospital, following which he obtained a post-
graduate Fellowship to the University of Philadelphia. On return
to London he became Senior Lecturer at the Royal Dental Hos-
pital and then Consultant in Periodontology at University Col-
lege Hospital Dental School. He obtained his MPhil investigating
the clinical outcomes of surgical periodontal therapy in 1974.

He won his first golf tournament aged

nine against a 65-year-old man!

to play for Wales in 1939 but, as the war intervened, he had to
wait until 1947 for his first cap. He played 42 matches for Wales
between 1947 and 1956. He was a member at Caernarfon (since
1926), Harlech (1932) and Hoylake (1947) and was an active mem-
ber of the Narwhals, Hittites and Senior Golfers Societies, playing
and touring even into his eighties.

He was past Captain and President at Royal St David’s, Harlech
and Caernarfon and took a close interest in modernisation devel-
opments at Harlech particularly. He was described by the Chair-
man of the Ryder Cup Wales as ‘a genuine institution of Welsh
golf. Jim was also a keen Rotarian and was entering his sixtieth
year of service to the organisation.

Jim had two daughters, one of whom sadly predeceased him,
a stepdaughter, six grandchildren and seven great grandchildren.
He leaves a widow, Joan. He will be sadly missed by his family
and many friends.

B. H. Humphreys

He was a champion of periodontology

in the UK.

Following the closure of UCH Dental School he was appointed
Honorary Consultant in the Department of Periodontology at the
Eastman in 1995, remaining there until he retired. John was deter-
mined that periodontology should be recognised as a specialty in
the UK and initiated the process, through the British Society of
Periodontology, that eventually established the specialist list.

John was both the first and twenty-fifth Chairman of the Lon-
don Chapter of the Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity and served as
Secretary of its London Charitable Trust. He approached Ambas-
sador Walter Annenberg to fund the Annenberg Lecture and
Travelling Scholarship which sponsored the postgraduate edu-
cation of three students and endowed the Annenberg Lecture for
years to come.

John retired reluctantly from active dentistry in 2001. Always
seeking a challenge he went on to complete an MA at UCL
in Holocaust Studies and in 2007 was awarded his PhD from
Oxford Brookes for a thesis on ‘German and Austrian Refugee
Dentists 1933-1939, The Response of The British Authorities.
He is survived by his wife Susan, son Richard, daughter Kate and
one grandson.
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