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Muriel Cosh 
Emma Muriel Strode Cosh was born on 
27 December 1907 in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, eldest child of Arthur Strode 
Cosh, pharmacist. Her mother was 
born on St Helena, Ellen (Nell) Janisch, 
whose father Bertram, son of the then 
Governor of the island, had been the 
colonial medical officer. On Bertram’s 
death at an untimely age his widow 
Emma, with two young daughters and 
pregnant with a third, returned to live 

with her siblings in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Arthur and Nell Cosh and their small daughter Muriel moved 

to Bristol in 1910, where Arthur had acquired a chemist’s shop 
and over the years built up a flourishing chain of shops. Muriel’s 
younger brother John, born in 1915, became a distinguished rheu­
matology consultant, and the youngest child is a historical and 
architectural writer. 

Muriel attended Colston Girls’ School in Bristol and then took a 
degree in dentistry at Bristol University, graduating BDS in 1930 in 
a profession then unusual for women. After a short spell as assist­
ant in a private practice she embarked on her life’s career in chil­
dren’s dental service, first with Bristol County Council, in charge 
of East Bristol clinic, the largest area in the city, expanding in 1937 
to peripheral clinics in south Gloucestershire. This also involved 

Richard James Bourne 
Richard James Bourne died on 28 
September 2007 following a two­
year battle with the asbestos-induced 
disease mesothelioma. He was 64. 
His only known exposure to asbestos 
was in the ‘tunnels’ of University Col­
lege Hospital, London while a dental 
student, house surgeon and senior 
house officer. 

Richard was educated at Marlbor­
ough College where he was a keen 

athlete, particularly with the javelin, and a representative play­
er of Rugby fives. He began his dental studies at UCH in 1962, 
completing his degree in 1966. While at UCH he played fives 
and squash for the college and completed the Guinness inter­
hospital London to Brighton walk on no fewer than four occa­
sions. On one of these he was accompanied by Michael Emmer­
son OBE (again a UCH student and junior doctor) who was to 
become a distinguished microbiologist but now is also suffering 
from mesothelioma. 

Following qualification, Richard became the Resident Dental 
Officer at UCH. He was later a senior house officer to Messrs ‘Bill’ 
Balderston and Cyril de Vere Green, but by the end of 1968 he 

Muriel graduated BDS in 1930 in a 

profession then unusual for women.
 

visiting country schools, carrying in her car all the necessary 
equipment, including a cumbersome foot drill. For this job she was 
well qualified, not only for efficiency but getting on well with her 
young patients. 

Early in 1949 Muriel transferred to London County Council and 
the clinic at Acton, living at Notting Hill Gate. Here she continued 
in charge until her retirement in 1967. 

A keen traveller, holidaying in most European countries, Muriel 
was also an avid reader, notably of detective stories, in which she 
was a connoisseur. She was also an accomplished gardener, and for 
many years one of her greatest pleasures was creating and main­
taining a fine flower and kitchen garden out of the mud patch of 
a run-down cottage which she bought and restored near Newbury 
in Berkshire. Here she happily entertained friends and relatives 
at weekends. 

In her last years Muriel lived a retired life, victim to arthritis and 
impaired hearing, and died peacefully in hospital on 17 October 
2007, after a serious fall at home. Sadly missed by devoted friends 
and family, had she lived a mere ten weeks longer she and they 
would have been celebrating her hundredth birthday. 

His zest for life was transmitted to all 

those around him...
 

decided to enter general dental practice. At first he worked as an 
associate in Fleet, Hampshire, but by 1971, together with his wife 
Roz, who was a dental student in the same year, opened his own 
practice a few miles away in Elstead, Surrey. 

Richard, through his personality and professional skills, devel­
oped a very successful and popular practice. He continued to work 
in Elstead until 2005, when the disease from which he suffered 
forced him to take early retirement. 

Up until close to his death, he continued playing fives, royal 
tennis and golf. He loved new ‘toys’. He raced lawn mowers, drove 
Porsches, and was a fanatic with the latest photographic and hi-fi 
equipment. He travelled widely and his zest for life was transmit­
ted to all those around him with a continuous stream of entertain­
ing anecdotes. 

He will be sadly missed by Roz, whom he married in August 
1967, his four sons (and seven grandsons!) of whom he was very 
proud, and his many friends and patients. 

Hugh Ogus, Rupert Bourne 
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