
counterbalance to the more molecular-orientated chapters, but
the over-riding impression is that the former studies su�er

greatly from the fact `that only a minor proportion of bacteria
is accessible to cultivation techniques'. As the characterization
of plasmids in environmental studies frequently requires

bacterial cultivation before plasmid isolation, with a conse-
quent bias towards the analysis of plasmids from culturable
bacteria, plasmid ecological and population studies seem

fraught with uncertainties.
A collaborative book of this sort inevitably lacks reference

to a number of interesting developments which have taken
place in the last two years. As an example, no mention is made

of the recent structural studies of the integrase family of site-
speci®c recombinases. Nevertheless, this book is a mandatory
addition to the bookshelves of every research group with a

strong interest in plasmid biology, and will also serve as an
invaluable reference tool for every molecular microbiology

laboratory for some years to come. The book's appeal to those
outside these communities is less apparent, especially consid-
ering that it is not inexpensive. It is to be hoped that updated

editions of the book will emerge at regular intervals.
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