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EDITORIAL

What’s in a name? That which we call a rose 
By any other name would smell as sweet. 
Romeo and Juliet Act II, Scene II.

When Juliet utters these words she has just learnt that
Romeo is a Montague and is in the process of urging him
to refute his name for the pragmatic reason of their being
able to be together. Centuries later, albeit with the
romantic imperative removed, the problem of wrestling
with the cultural importance of names remains as real as
on that famous balcony. I refer to the debate of growing
heat, intensity and emotion surrounding the designation;
professional complementary to dentistry (PCD).

The name arose from the need to find a shorthand
term suitable to describe the various categories of
personnel who would form the dental team of the
future, which is not to say that they were not already
forming the dental team of the time. Listing the various
job titles; dental hygienist, dental nurse, dental
technician, dental therapist was tedious and clearly too
much of a mouthful, so the search was on for a
politically correct, suitably succinct and generally
recognisable collective title.

In dentistry we had flirted with the idea of auxiliaries
but this tag was seen as far too demeaning. Looking to
the medical model, the first attempt was Professions
Supplementary to Dentistry, as in Professions
Supplementary to Medicine. However, this was
immediately felt to undermine the value of the
contribution that these team members made, being
integral to the delivery of dental care and not
supplementary to it. We then moved to professions
complementary to dentistry, as an improvement and
thence to the refinement of professionals, the difference
being subtle but distinct.

While not perhaps the most elegant of terms, this
has stood the test of time at least for the meanwhile.

However, there is an agitated sense that this might
not be the best appellation to carry forward. So what
else is there? Oral Health Practitioners (OHP) is a
current front runner but the problem is that such a
title then requires an explanation. The familiarity of
dental nurse, dental hygienist and so forth are
descriptors that instantly conjure an image of a
person and a service in the way that OHP does not.
Conversion to the use of such a term would then
require a further explanation as to function. In
addition, I cannot help feeling that it also has that
ring of unnecessary aggrandisement about it that
makes ‘executive retail operative’ a less satisfactory
term for all its apparent promotion than the honest
label of shop assistant, to which we can all relate.

In the global scale of things there are more pressing
matters regarding PCDs to which we still need to attend.
The process of registration with the attendant
complexities of ensuring correct qualification, grand-
parenting arrangements and so forth; the increasingly
raised question of continuing professional education
and development for the newly registered PCDs also still
requires much work. Yet, as in many matters, what one
is called is a feature not just of daily pleasantry but a
fundamental issue of hierarchy and the way in which
we ‘see’ ourselves in relation to our other colleagues and
the profession as a whole. 

They may be just words but they are essential words
for, and words essential to, our identity. Until we can
agree that identity among ourselves we cannot expect
others such as patients, public, media and politicians to
either understand our relationship to one another or
indeed to respect our collective voice when we choose
to, or need to, use it.

Stephen Hancocks OBE, Editor-in Chief
doi: 10.1038/sj.bdj.4812579 

What’s in a name?

In dentistry we had flirted with the idea
of auxiliaries but this tag was seen as far
too demeaning. Looking to the medical
model, the first attempt was Professions
Supplementary to Dentistry, as in
Professions Supplementary to Medicine.
However, this was immediately felt to
undermine the value of the contribution
that these team members made.


	What's in a name?


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


