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A glance at the title of this book would
immediately trigger an interest in most
orthodontists and probably some of the
legal profession. So what is the aim of this
book and what is the content?

The aim is to explore the cause of some
of the things that can go wrong during
orthodontic treatment and then to define
risk factors associated. The overall aim is
to place in context unfounded and
undocumented anecdotal statements in
relation to treatment procedures,
materials and adverse tissue or systematic
reactions. The second half of this book
deals with risk management and is written
by an orthodontist, an insurance
specialist, an attorney and an
orthodontist/periodontist, all of whom
have some experience of malpractice.
Twenty-one specialists from six countries
made a contribution to this text.

The first chapter provides a classification
of things that may go wrong in
orthodontics. The remainder of Section 1
then deals with potential iatrogenic
responses and this is broken up into 10
chapters. They cover enamel damage and
root resorption, damage to tooth supporting
tissues, temporomandibular disorders, pain
and discomfort in relation to orthodontics.
The use of materials and unfavourable
responses are also explored. Finally there is
a chapter on orthodontic treatment for the
medically compromised patient.

Many of the chapters are written in a
style similar to that of a personal
literature review. There is seldom any real
attempt to stratify the strength of
evidence that is presented. This is
disappointing when one is looking for
hard evidence. All the chapters are
beautifully illustrated, although the odd
faded diazo lets the overall picture down.

cover the first job, building relationships
with patients and other members of the
dental team, providing high quality
treatment and business principles for
general practice. 

Each individual chapter overflows with
a further range of sub-topics. The chapter
on providing high quality treatment has
sections on treatment planning,
promoting oral health, minimally
invasive restorative techniques, caring
for special needs patients, treating dental
emergencies, referrals, evidence based
dentistry and clinical governance. 

Inevitably, some student readers might
find the information overview provided
rather general, perhaps offering little more
than provided in their undergraduate
curriculum, as is acknowledged by the
authors. Others may question the balance
between topics. Topics as diverse as
smoking cessation support and clinical
governance are all summarily described
within one page, whilst the developing
role of Primary Care Trusts in England are
not mentioned.

Perhaps wisely, the authors have given
‘the future' little space. Senior dental
undergraduate students, on graduation,
will enter an increasingly diverse dental
care system. Changing patterns of oral
and dental disease and the organisation of
care to meet these needs are recognised as
the drivers for this. As is inevitable with
any textbook, it is very difficult to provide
current information that reflects these
changes and offers insights for new
vocational trainees on addressing any
potential stresses. The pace and scope of
change will continue. It remains to be
seen whether this text offers the holistic
preparation needed by the vocational
trainee for dental practice in the twenty-
first century. This should include
developing individual capabilities and
social resources to make coherent sense of
the challenges of future primary dental
care practice. 

R. Croucher
doi:10.1038/sj.bdj.4811983

1 General Dental Council (2002). The First Five Years.
2nd edition.

The chapters on pain and discomfort and
polymers in orthodontics are novel and
interesting. The chapter on
temporomandibular disorders is well
written and sensible. In section 2 there is an
excellent chapter on malpractice aspects of
orthodontic treatment in patients with
periodontal disease. It is easy to read and
well illustrated. The chapters on avoiding
malpractice law suites contain good advice
but do not look for any hard evidence.
Overall a brilliant idea for a text, I think let
down in the way that hard evidence is
presented since most of it could easily be
countered. This is not necessarily the fault
of the authors; we need to provide better
primary research to support what we do
clinically. 

Every postgraduate library needs a
copy of this text. My guess is that
subsequent additions will improve their
level of evidence and become a must for
all practices throughout the world.

J. Sandy
doi:10.1038/sj.bdj.4811982
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The General Dental Council (2002) 
supports the need for a gradual and
controlled transition from undergraduate
training to unsupervised dental practice.
Vocational training, immediately following
graduation, is essential in providing the
necessary support to make this transition
successful.

The authors of this new text, supported
by a group of knowledgeable and
experienced contributors, address the
challenge of achieving this successful
transition. Its aim is to provide
information for two partners in a
successful transition — the senior dental
undergraduate student and vocational
general dental practitioner. Chapters
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