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LANDS OF PROMISE 
Africa is a continent that is young at 

heart. It has the most youthful popu-
lation, and the number of people is 

growing faster than anywhere else: from 1 bil-
lion people now, the population is predicted 
to swell to 3.5 billion by the turn of the cen-
tury. Its nations are also young, with most 
having achieved independence in the past 
50–60 years, and a new country, South Sudan, 
will to be born in July. Africa also struggles 
with a disproportionate share of strife, disease, 
poverty and hunger. Scientific and technical 
advances — particularly those that draw on 
research on the continent — will be central to 
tackling those problems. 
Nature this week examines the world of 

scientific research and development in this 

rapidly evolving continent. Because news 
coverage tends to focus on South Africa, the 
News Features and Comment articles in this 
issue look at science output and education 
across sub-Saharan Africa. These countries 
are tremendously diverse, yet there are several 
themes that run throughout the region, from 
the importance of agricultural research to 
the increasing collaboration with China. The 
package highlights the huge potential of these 
nations, as well as some of the major barriers 
they need to overcome. ■

SCIENCE IN AFRICA
For more content, go to:
nature.com/africa
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