
The Imaginations of Unreasonable Men: Inspiration, Vision, and 
Purpose in the Quest to End Malaria 
Bill Shore PublicAffAirs 320 pp. $25.95 (2010) 
The scientists who search for a malaria vaccine inspire 
philanthropist and business leader Bill shore’s book. he uses the 
quest of these dedicated researchers as a springboard to muse on 
the lengths to which people will go to cure major world problems. 
charting their efforts to overcome logistical and financial difficulties, 
and the disbelief of tropical-disease experts, he asks why and how 
these researchers persist in the face of adversity. 

After We Die: The Life and Times of the Human Cadaver 
Norman L. Cantor GeorGetown university Press 284 pp. 
$26.95 (2010) 
corpses have rights, argues legal scholar normal cantor. The 
wishes of the deceased regarding their mortal remains should be 
recognized and upheld, he reasons, suggesting that we should 
leave instructions for the disposal of our bodies. examining the 
legal, ethical and moral aspects of death, he looks at the legacy 
of the corpse in medical education, science research and tissue 
transplantation. he also discusses novel endings for bodies, such as 
those that have been used in artistic displays or cryogenically frozen.

Grounding Sociality: Neurons, Mind, and Culture
Edited by Gün R. Semin and Gerald Echterhoff PsycholoGy Press 
288 pp. £45 (2010) 
humans are social animals. The many aspects of how we interact on 
varying levels — from the neural to the behavioural and the cultural 
— are explored through contributions by experts from a variety of 
disciplines, edited by social psychologists Gün semin and Gerald 
echterhoff. The book asks how individuals take each other into 
account, coordinate their actions and share their inner thoughts, 
thus laying the foundations for an integrated view of sociality and its 
implications for the field of psychology.

Sleights of Mind: What the Neuroscience of Magic Reveals about 
Our Everyday Deceptions 
Stephen L. Macknik and Susana Martinez-Conde with Sandra Blakeslee 
henry holt 304 pp. $26 (2010) 
Good magicians know a lot about how the human brain works, and 
knowledge of magic can tell you a lot about the mind. The authors 
reveal the neuroscience behind the tricks of some of the world’s 
great magicians. and using everyday examples of illusions, they 
explain how attention and awareness processes can be hacked. 
Practical applications range from the diagnosis of autism to 
marketing techniques and education.

The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer 
Siddhartha Mukherjee fourth estAte 592 pp. £25 (2010) 
The battle to cure cancer has been waged for thousands of years. 
from ancient egyptian records of the illness to the latest research 
into how tumour cells multiply, physician and science writer 
siddhartha mukherjee relates our attempts to understand and 
control cancer. he asks why each new treatment for the disease 
— whether surgery, radiation or chemotherapy — ends up being 
applied at extremes that verge on the toxic. But he hopes that 
incremental knowledge will add up to transformative changes in 
treatment. 

psychiatry as the subjective and dehuman-
izing profession represented in films such as 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975). For 
patients, DSM-III promised more precision 
in diagnosis and treatment, especially for 
individuals who had rejoined their commu-
nities when many US public mental-health 
institutions were closed in the 1970s. 

In the process of gathering evidence and 
aligning standards, subtypes lacking validity 
were collapsed. The schizophrenias dropped 
to five variants. And two main symptom 
domains for the disorder were established: 
the positive, which included hallucinations 
and delusions, and the negative, which noted 
impaired cognitive, emotional and social 
functions. The negative domain was espe-
cially beneficial because DSM-III could now 
capture individuals with schizophrenia who 
were not actively psychotic, or whose symp-
toms had changed over time. 

Without the structure of underlying 
explanations, the manual became a list of 
symptoms for an expanding list of diseases, 
from a few dozen disorders in the first edition 
to well over 200. As psychologist Arthur 
Houts wrote, DSM-III showed how “a psychi-
atric nomenclature cut adrift from any theory 
became a nomenclature unconstrained”. 

For DSM-IV in 1994, the authors worked 
closely with authors of the ICD to make the 
two manuals congruent, clinically relevant, 
grounded in the most recent empirical 
research and more sensitive to how patients 
might interpret diagnosis. For example, in 
the updated DSM-IV-TR published in 2000, 
the writers eliminated language that might 
create stigma, replacing ‘schizophrenic’ — 
which implied that the disorder was an iden-
tity — with ‘individual with schizophrenia’. 

BaCk TO ThE fuTuRE
Scientists now hope to integrate the clas-
sification of mental disorders with recent 
advances in genetics and neuroscience. 
Research suggests that many conditions, 
including schizophrenia, autism, bipo-
lar disorder and depression, do not have 
distinct causes but arise during the brain’s 
development, owing to shared genetic vari-
ations and relationships between behaviour 
and neural circuitry. The Research Domain 
Criteria (RDoC) project, launched by the US 
National Institute of Mental Health in 2009, 
is encouraging the study of mechanisms that 
are common to multiple disorders. Such 
approaches hark back to the causality on 
which DSM-I speculated. 

Reconnecting our fragmented picture 
of mental illness is at the heart of DSM-5 
(Arabic numerals now replace the Roman), 
due to be released in 2013. Recognizing that 
narrow diagnostic categories do not help us 
to understand the way a person will develop 
over time, DSM-5 will use symptom-severity 
scales instead of yes-or-no checklists to 
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