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The discovery of two well-preserved fossil lacewings from
northeast China shows that insects had evolved leaf-
mimicking shapes 165 million years ago — well before
flowering plants rose to dominance.

Although their camouflage is not as advanced as that of
some of today’s plant-like insects, the wings of Bellinympha
filicifolia and Bellinympha dancei (pictured) clearly resemble the
feather-like leaves of ancient gymnosperm plants (inset). This,
say Dong Ren of Capital Normal University in Beijing and his
team, suggests that the biotic world of the Mesozoic period was
more complex than previously thought. The insects probably
faded when the plants their wings mimicked were usurped by an
explosion in flowering plants some 100 million years ago.
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Hermit crabs protect their soft
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community of bonobos at Salonga
National Park in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Despite the
species’ reputation as egalitarian
and sexually freewheeling, the
team found that males arranged
themselves in a rigid linear
dominance hierarchy. As expected,
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