







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	news feature

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	News Feature
	Published: 20 January 2010



                    Five hard truths for synthetic biology

                    	Roberta KwokÂ 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 463,Â pages 288â€“290 (2010)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        6270 Accesses

                    
	
                        318 Citations

                    
	
                            160 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Genetic engineering
	Synthetic biology


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Can engineering approaches tame the complexity of living systems? Roberta Kwok explores five challenges for the field and how they might be resolved.
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