
the planet was heating up overall and 
whether climate change could be attributed 
to the effects of humans.
Protest letters from climate scientists 
— including Jean Jouzel, director of the 
Pierre-Simon Laplace Institute, near 
Versailles — subsequently hailed down on 
L’ E x p r e s s, the French Academy of Sciences 
and the science ministry. They slammed the 
assertions as irresponsible given Allègre’s 
public prominence and pointed out errors, 
such as citing a Science paper on Antarctic 

ice volumes when it was about snowfall 
levels (A. J. Monaghan et al. Science 313, 
827–831; 2006). 
On 5 October Allègre stood by his 
assertions, stating that although he didn’t 
deny climate change, he “considers that 
global warming was not an essential 
phenomenon”. He dismissed “the fanatics of 
the greenhouse effect” and said he belonged 
to the minority who question the link 
between increasing carbon dioxide levels 
and climate.

Institute allocates $3bn of 
stem-cell research spend
When California’s $3-billion largesse 
for stem-cell research starts flowing in 
earnest — much of the money is tied up 
in legal battles — the California Institute 
for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) knows 
exactly how it wants to spend it.
On 11 October the CIRM board discussed 
draft plans to spend $1.6 billion on scientific 
grants, $487 million on tools, infrastructure 
and facilities, $295 million on training and 
$220 million on other initiatives. 
The plans also lay out specific goals in 
basic and clinical research. By 2017, the 
institute hopes to show at least one clinical 
proof of principle that transplanted cells 
derived from stem cells help alleviate 
disease in people. It also hopes to have pre-
clinical proof of principle in many animal 
disease models by then. 
Other goals include establishing a 
new stem-cell bank and gaining a better 
understanding of what makes stem cells 
turn into different kinds of adult cells.

Parks cut profit-share deal with biotech firms
Companies wanting to make money 
from organisms found in national 
parks would have to share the 
wealth with the parks under a new 
US National Park Service plan.
The draft plan, published late last 
month, triggered a fresh outcry from 
not-for-profit groups. Seven years 
ago, they won a federal lawsuit that 
forced the park service to carry out 
an environmental assessment of the 
effects of such commercial activity in 
parks. “Commercial bioprospecting 
undermines the basic mission and spirit of the national parks system: to be free from commercial 
exploitation,” says former ranger at Yellowstone, Mike Bader. Yellowstone, America’s first national 
park, is home to Thermus aquaticus, the microbe that made the DNA-copying polymerase chain 
reaction possible, and Hoffmann-La Roche billions of dollars. The park service will collect public 
comments until 15 December and decide by next summer whether to adopt the idea.

Correction
The News Feature “Shaken, not stirred” (Nature 
443, 390–391; 2006) referred to Istanbul as 
Turkey’s capital. The capital is Ankara.
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