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Abstract
Previously we have shown that TGF-b1 protects murine L929
fibroblasts from TNF/ActD-mediated cell death by inducing
the expression of an extracellular matrix TNF-resistance
triggering (TRT) protein. TRT promotes TNF-resistance via
activation of tyrosine and serine/threonine kinases in L929
cells. To examine the presence of TRT activity in serum
(designated STRT), human sera were diluted, treated with or
without PMSF and subjected to sequential ammonium
sulfate precipitation (ASP). Aliquots of the ASP protein
fractions were coated onto 96-well plates, followed by
thorough washing. When L929 cells were seeded and
cultured on the wells coated with STRT proteins, these cells
resisted killing by TNF, TNF/ActD, doxorubicin and serum
deprivation, but not by anti-Fas/ActD, staurosporine and
ActD. STRT activity was found at the 15% ASP fraction of
untreated sera, but shifted to the 20% ASP fraction of PMSF-
treated sera. Two likely STRT proteins of approximately 226
and 265 kDa were found in these fractions, compared to the
corresponding nonfunctional ASP fractions. Functionally,
STRT was inactivated by trypsin, but not by 5 M salt, various
serine and/or cysteine protease inhibitors, and antibodies
against fibronectin, vitronectin, C1q, histidine-rich glyco-
protein, CD44, chondroitin sulfate and hyaluronic acid.
STRT failed to alter the expression of proteins involved in
apoptosis such as RIP, ICH-1L, BCL-X, TIAR and IkBa, and
could not induce IkBa degradation. The induced TNF-
resistance could be reversed by treatment of STRT-
stimulated cells with testicular hyaluronidase, as well as
with tyrosine kinase inhibitors tyrophostin, lavendustin A
and AG-490 (a selective inhibitor of JAK2 kinase). However,
the STRT function could not be blocked by the MEK kinase
inhibitor PD98059 and the NF-kB inhibitors curcumin and a
synthetic inhibitor peptide for NF-kB translocation. To-
gether, our data suggest that tyrosine kinase activation is
involved in the STRT-mediated resistance to TNF and TNF/
ActD in L929 cells.
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Introduction
Transforming growth factor beta 1 (TGF-b1) protects several
cancer cells from the cytotoxic effect of tumor necrosis factor
alpha (TNF or TNF-a) (Shepard and Lewis, 1988; Kamijo et al,
1988; Sugarman et al, 1989; Belizario and Dinarello, 1991;
Chang, 1995). We have determined that protection of murine
L929 fibrosarcoma cells by TGF-b1 from TNF killing involves
rapid activation of cellular protein-tyrosine kinases in these
cells (Chang, 1995). The raised tyrosine phosphorylation
appears to alter the TNF killing pathway. Inhibitors of tyrosine
kinases such as tyrphostin and lavendustin A abolish the
protein-tyrosine phosphorylation and the TGF-b1-induced
TNF resistance (Chang, 1995). Additionally, TGF-b1 stimu-
lates L929 cells to secrete a novel extracellular matrix TNF-
resistance triggering (TRT) protein. This protein activates
cellular protein tyrosine and serine/threonine kinases and
further sustains TGF-b1-mediated TNF-resistance (Chang,
1995).

The extracellular matrix TRT protein resists inactivation
by heat (608C, 30 min), collagenase, a2-macroglobulin,
heparin, antibodies against TGF-bs (TGF-b1, -b2 and -b3),
and limited trypsin digestion (Chang, 1995). Metabolic
labeling, functional and sequencing analyses revealed that
TRT is a 46 kDa protein containing a unique N-terminal
sequence (Chang et al, unpublished).

In the present study we demonstrate the presence of
TRT functions in human sera, designated STRT hereafter.
Human sera were diluted (1 : 3) in phosphate buffered
saline (PBS) and subjected to sequential ammonium sulfate
precipitation (ASP), and aliquots of the fractionated protein
preparations were coated onto polystyrene-based 96-well
microtiter plates for examining the STRT activity. When
L929 cells were seeded onto the STRT-containing protein
matrix, the cells became refractory to killing by TNF, TNF/
Actinomycin D (ActD), doxorubicin and serum deprivation.
However, STRT failed to prevent cell death by staurospor-
ine, ActD and anti-Fas/ActD. Characteristics of STRT were
examined in this study.
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Results

STRT induction of L929 cell resistance to TNF and
TNF/ActD

Human sera were diluted and treated with or without
PMSF (1 mM), followed by sequential precipitation of
proteins with 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 40% ammonium
sulfate. Aliquots of the resulting ASP fractions were
coated onto 96-well microtiter plates for 3 h at 378C,
followed by thorough washing. When L929 cells were
seeded and cultured overnight on the wells coated with
STRT proteins, the cells resisted TNF/ActD-mediated cell
death. STRT activity was found at the 15% ASP fraction

of untreated serum, but shifted to the 20% ASP fraction
of PMSF-treated serum (Figure 1A). In controls, no
protective activity was found by coating 96-well plates
with undiluted fetal bovine serum (FBS) or PBS buffer
(Figure 1A). Without ActD, TNF-mediated cell death was
also blocked by STRT, which was found at the 15% ASP
of untreated serum, and at the 20% ASP of PMSF-
treated serum (Figure 1B). The induced resistance could
be further increased by raising the amount of STRT
proteins for coating onto the plates (data not shown).
Under the above experimental conditions, no apparent
cell death was found by culturing L929 cells in 96-well
plates coated with serum proteins, PBS, or without
coating (data not shown).

Shown in the Figure 2 is the profile of plastic-bound
proteins from both 15 and 20% ASP fractions of serum
pretreated with or without PMSF. The adhered proteins
were harvested by a sample buffer containing SDS/b-
mercaptoethanol (Chang, 1995) and analyzed by redu-
cing SDS ± PAGE and Coomassie blue stain. Compared
to the proteins from the nonfunctional ASP fractions, two
likely STRT proteins of approximately 226 and 265 kDa
were present at the functional 15% ASP of untreated

Figure 1 Inhibition of TNF/ActD-, and TNF-mediated cell death by human
serum STRT. Human sera was diluted (1 : 3) in PBS, treated with or without
PMSF (1 mM), and subjected to ammonium sulfate precipitation (ASP), as
described in Materials and Methods. Ninety-six well microtiter plates were
coated with 30 ml of the ASP fractions (10 ± 40%) for 3 h, followed by washing
twice with 5 M NaCl, three times with sterile water and three times with PBS.
For controls, 30 ml of PBS buffer (regarded as 0%) and undiluted FBS were
coated onto the microtiter plates. L929 cells were then seeded onto the plates,
cultured overnight, and treated with (A) TNF (10 units/ml)/ActD (1 mg/ml), or (B)
TNF (1000 units/ml) for 24 h. Note that the STRT activity was at the 15% ASP
fraction of untreated serum, but shifted to the 20% ASP of PMSF-treated
serum. STRT significantly inhibited TNF/ActD- and TNF-mediated cell death
compared to PBS buffer controls (P50.01; experiments versus buffer controls.
Student's t-tests; n = 12). The extent of STRT-induced TNF-resistance is
shown in each bracket

15     15     20     20    15     15     20    20
–       +       –       +      –       +      –       +

3 Hr Coating 16 Hr Recoating

200 –

116 –�
97 –�

66 –�

45 –�

31 –�

21 –

PMSF
% ASP

265�
226

Figure 2 Plastic adhered STRT proteins. One milliliter of 15 and 20% ASP
fractions of both untreated and PMSF-treated sera were coated onto 60 mm
petri dishes for 3 h at 378C (non-dry coating with lids on), followed by
harvesting the supernatants and washing the petri dishes twice with 5 M NaCl,
three times with sterile water and three times with PBS. The harvested
supernatants were again recoated onto petri dishes overnight at 378C,
followed by thoroughly washing the dishes. The plastic adhered proteins were
harvested by scraping the plates with cell scrapers in 250 ml of an SDS-sample
buffer (Chang, 1995) and analyzed by a 10% reducing SDS ± PAGE.
Compared to the nonfunctional ASP fractions (20% of untreated serum and
15% of PMSF-treated serum), two likely STRT proteins of approximately 226
and 265 kDa were present in the functional 15% ASP of untreated serum and
20% ASP of PMSF-treated serum (see underlined fractions and arrows). No
apparent protein degradation was found during this repeat coating. The
molecular weight standard is shown on the left
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serum and 20% ASP of PMSF-treated serum (Figure 2;
see underlined and arrows). Coating of serum proteins
onto 96-well microtiter plates for 3 h at 378C was
sufficient to be able to observe the STRT activity,
whereas prolonging the coating up to 24 h did not
decrease the STRT function (data not shown). No
apparent degradation of the plastic adhered proteins
was observed by repeat coating of the harvested ASP
preparations (Figure 2). Normally, repeat coating for 1 ± 2
times could not reduce the STRT function (data not
shown).

In the above experiments, the protein-coated wells
were washed thoroughly with 5 M NaCl, sterile Milli-Q
water, and PBS. A direct washing of the wells with PBS
produced no significant differences to the above washing
conditions (data not shown). Total protein coated onto
plastic plates was less than 0.1% of the total protein
added, as determined by the BioRad Protein Assay. That
is, each well was normally coated with 20 ± 100 ng of
serum proteins. Without coating, aliquots (5 ± 20 ml) of the
ASP protein fractions when directly added to L929 cells
for 16 ± 24 h in culture failed to protect these cells against
the cytotoxic actions of TNF and TNF/ActD (data not
shown).

STRT inhibition of cell death by serum deprivation
and doxorubicin, but not by anti-Fas/ActD, ActD
and staurosporine

In addition to the inhibition of TNF and TNF/ActD-mediated
cell death, STRT also blocked cell death caused by serum
deprivation and doxorubicin (Figure 3). However, it had no
inhibitory effect on cell death by anti-Fas/ActD, ActD and
staurosporine (Figure 3). The STRT proteins were from the
20% ASP of PMSF-treated serum.

Failure of STRT in alteration of the expression of
proteins involved in apoptosis

Stimulation of L929 cells with STRT for 24 h failed to result in
alteration of the expression of RIP (Stanger et al, 1995), ICH-
1L (Wang et al, 1994), BCL-x (Boise et al, 1993), TIAR (Taupin
et al, 1995), and IkBa (Baeuerle and Baltimore, 1988;
Miyamoto et al, 1994), compared to control cells (Figure 4).
No degradation of IkBa was found in both control and STRT-
stimulated L929 cells (Figure 4). Similar results were
observed by stimulation of L929 cells with STRT for 5 h
(data not shown). Both up-regulation of BCL-x and down-
regulation of RIP, ICH-1L and TIAR may result in increased
TNF or TNF/ActD resistance. Degradation of IkBa indicates
the activation of NF-kB (Baeuerle and Baltimore, 1988;
Miyamoto et al, 1994). The STRT proteins were from the
20% ASP of PMSF-treated sera from two healthy individuals.

Abrogation of STRT function by trypsin, but not by
antibodies against matrix proteins and cell surface
components

To neutralize STRT function, both trypsin and antibodies
against fibronectin, vitronectin (S-protein), histidine-rich

glycoprotein, complement C1q, CD44, chondroitin sulfate
and hyaluronic acid were used to treat the coated STRT
proteins. Trypsin completely abolished the STRT function in
blocking TNF/ActD killing (Figure 5). However, none of these
antibodies had inhibitory effects against STRT (Figure 5). In
controls, trypsin or antibodies alone when coated onto the
untreated 96-well plates (followed by washing) had no effect
on the modulation of TNF/ActD killing (Figure 5). Interestingly,
antibodies against vitronectin and histidine-rich glycoprotein
when interacting with the STRT protein matrix significantly
increased L929 cell resistance to TNF/ActD killing (Figure 5).
Seeding of L929 cells onto the STRT matrix containing these
two antibodies produced approximately 20 ± 30% reduction in
cell growth. Immunostaining showed that both vitronectin and
histidine-rich glycoprotein were present in the STRT protein
matrix (data not shown). In addition to TNF/ActD killing, these
tested antibodies failed to block STRT-induced resistance to
killing by TNF alone (data not shown).

Under similar experimental conditions, neutralizing
monoclonal antibodies (2 ± 4 mg/ml) against TGF-bs (b1,
b2 and b3) or TNF receptors (TNFRI and TNFRII) failed to
abolish the STRT function in blocking TNF and TNF/ActD
killing (data not shown). Furthermore, STRT functions could
not be inactivated by a variety of protease inhibitors at
0.1 ± 10 mM (data not shown). These inhibitors were PMSF,
leuhistin, E64, leupeptin, a2-macroglobulin, chymostatin,
bestatinal, pepstatinal and antipain.

Figure 3 Inhibition of serum deprivation- and doxorubicin-mediated cell
death by STRT. L929 cells were seeded onto 96-well microtiter plates which
were precoated with STRT proteins from the 20% ASP fraction of PMSF-
treated serum. In controls, PBS buffer was used for coating. After culturing
L929 cells on the STRT or control matrix for 24 h, the cells were subjected to
serum deprivation, or exposure to monoclonal anti-Fas antibodies (500 ng/ml)/
ActD (1 mg/ml), staurosporine (500 nM), ActD (10 mg/ml), or doxorubicin (10 mg/
ml) for 24 h. Compared to buffer controls, STRT significantly inhibited cell
death by serum deprivation and doxorubicin (P50.01; Student's t-tests;
n = 12), but failed to block cell death by anti-Fas/ActD, ActD and staurosporine
(P40.1)
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Reversal of STRT function by protein tyrosine
kinase inhibitors

The STRT-mediated restriction of cell death by TNF and
TNF/ActD could be reversed by protein tyrosine kinase
inhibitors. For example, L929 cells were seeded onto
STRT-coated matrix, cultured overnight, treated with
protein tyrosine kinase inhibitors tyrphostin and lavendus-
tin A for 6 h and finally exposed to TNF or TNF/ActD for
24 h. The results showed that protein tyrosine kinase
inhibitors reversed the induced TNF or TNF/ActD
resistance (Figure 6). However, H-7, a protein kinase C
inhibitor, had no effect (Figure 6).

Under similar conditions, chemicals (0.01 ± 10 mM) which
failed to reverse the STRT function were phosphatase
inhibitors okadaic acid and tautomycin, and the activators
of cAMP-dependent pathway forskolin and dibutyryl cAMP
(data not shown).

Inhibition of STRT-induced TNF resistance by
AG-490, a selective JAK2 kinase inhibitor

Next, we examined whether the selective JAK2 kinase
inhibitor AG-490 (Meydan et al, 1996) and the selective
MEK kinase inhibitor PD98059 (Pang et al, 1995) blocked the
STRT function. Seeding of L929 cells onto the STRT matrix in
the presence of AG-490 for 16 h resulted in a significant
reduction of STRT function in blocking both TNF and TNF/
ActD killing, compared to buffer controls (Figure 7). In
contrast, PD98059 had no inhibitory effect against STRT
(Figure 7).

To examine whether NF-kB is involved in STRT-
mediated protection of L929 cells against TNF killing,

Figure 4 Failure of STRT in alteration of the expression of RIP, ICH-1L,
BCL-x, TIAR and IkBa. L929 cells were seeded onto 60 mm petri dishes
precoated with PBS buffer or STRT proteins from the 20% ASP fractions of
PMSF-treated sera from two healthy individuals (gc and jm). After culturing
L929 on the STRT or buffer matrix for 24 h, the cells were harvested and lysed.
Ten microgram of the cell lysates were subjected to SDS ± PAGE and Western
blotting analyses using antibodies against RIP, ICH-1L, Bcl-x, TIAR, and IkBa.
No alteration of the expression of RIP, ICH-1L, BCL-x, TIAR and IkBa was
observed. STRT could not induce degradation of IkBa. Similar results were
observed by stimulation of L929 cells with STRT for 5 h (data not shown)
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Figure 5 Abrogation of STRT function by trypsin, but not by antibodies
against matrix proteins and cell surface components. Ninety-six well microtiter
plates were coated with 30 ml of the STRT-containing ASP fraction 20% from
PMSF-treated serum for 3 h and then thoroughly washed. The STRT-coated
wells were added 30 ml of trypsin (0.5 mg/ml) or 1 : 30 diluted antisera against
fibronectin (FBN), vitronectin, complement C1q, histidine-rich glycoprotein
(HRG), CD44, chondroitin sulfate (CS), or hyaluronic acid (HA), or PBS only,
and incubated for 2 h at 378C, followed by washing three times with PBS.
Similarly, blank or control 96-well microtiter plates were treated with trypsin,
the above antisera, or PBS. L929 cells were than seeded onto these plates
overnight, followed by testing their susceptibility to TNF (10 units/ml)/ActD
(1 mg/ml). Buffer: PBS buffer used as controls. Data are presented as
mean+S.D. (n = 8). Trypsin significantly abolished STRT function (P50.01,
Student's t-tests). In the control plates, the coated antibodies had no
significant effect in alteration of TNF/ActD killing (P40.1). In the STRT-coated
plates, the induced resistance was not significantly reduced or increased by
the tested antibodies (P40.1), except by anti-vitronectin and anti-HRG. These
two antibodies significantly increased TNF/ActD resistance (P50.01)

Figure 6 Protein tyrosine kinase inhibitors blocked STRT-induced TNF-
resistance. Thirty ml aliquots of the 20% ASP fraction of PMSF-treated human
serum were coated onto 96-well plates for 3 h followed by thorough washing
and seeding L929 cells. After culturing overnight, the cells were treated with or
without 10 mM protein kinase inhibitors for 6 h and then exposed to TNF
(1000 units/ml) (A) or TNF (10 units/ml)/ActD (1 mg/ml) (B) for 24 h. Protein
tyrosine kinase inhibitors lavendustin A and tyrphostin significantly blocked
the STRT-induced TNF- and TNF/ActD-resistance (P50.01, Student's t-tests,
n = 8), whereas the PKC inhibitor, H7, had no effect (P40.1). Control: PBS
buffer only

Serum inhibitors of TNF apoptosis
N-S Chang et al

782



L929 cells were seeded onto the STRT matrix in the
presence or absence of NF-kB inhibitors curcumin (Singh
and Aggarwal, 1995) and NF-kB SN50 (Lin et al, 1995) for
16 h, followed by exposure to TNF or TNF/ActD for an
additional 16 ± 24 h. The results showed that both inhibitors
failed to block the STRT-mediated TNF resistance (Figure
7). By raising the concentration of NF-kB SN50 from 10 mg/
ml to 50 mg/ml, this inhibitor peptide still had no effect (data
not shown).

Reversal of the STRT-induced TNF resistance by
testicular hyaluronidase

As an extracellular matrix degrading enzyme, hyaluronidase
is capable of enhancing TNF killing of L929 cells by pre-
exposure of these cells to hyaluronidase for at least 12 h
(Chang et al, manuscript submitted). To examine whether
hyaluronidase reversed the protective function of STRT, L929
cells were seeded onto the STRT matrix overnight, followed
by treatment with hyaluronidase for 8 h and coincubation with
TNF for an additional 24 h. The STRT-induced TNF
resistance was abolished by hyaluronidase (Figure 8).

Determination of the isoelectic points (pI) of STRT
proteins

The 20% human serum ASP fraction was subjected to
preparative IEF and 30 ml aliquots of the resulting fractions
(20 fractions) were coated onto 96-well plates for 3 h for
determination of the STRT activity. The plates were then
washed and seeded with L929 cells for examining their

responsiveness to TNF and TNF/ActD. Two populations of
STRT proteins were found to block TNF killing, which
corresponded to the isoelectric points of 4.2 ± 6.0 (fractions

Figure 7 Reversal of STRT induced TNF resistance by AG-490, a selective
inhibitor of JAK2 kinase. Thirty ml aliquots of STRT from the 20% ASP fraction
of PMSF-treated serum were coated onto 96-well microtiter plates for 3 h at
378C and then thoroughly washed. L929 cells were seeded onto the STRT-
matrix and cultured overnight (16 h) in the presence or absence of PD98059
(MEK 1/2 inhibitor; 20 mM), a cell-permeable NF-kB inhibitor peptide (NF-kB
SN50; 10 mg/ml), curcumin (20 mM), or AG-490 (20 mM), followed by removal of
these chemicals and exposure to TNF (1000 units/ml) (A) or TNF (10 units/ml)/
ActD (1 mg/ml) (B) for 24 h. AG-490 significantly reduced 40.8% and 45.8% of
STRT-increased resistance to TNF and TNF/ActD, respectively (P50.01,
n = 8, Student's t-tests), whereas other chemicals failed to reduce the
resistance (P40.1, n = 8, Student's t-tests)

Figure 8 Reversal of STRT induced TNF resistance by hyaluronidase. L929
cells were seeded onto 96-well plates coated with human STRT from the 20%
ASP of PMSF-treated serum for 24 h, followed by exposure to testicular
hyaluronidase (50 units/ml) for 8 h and finally coincubation with TNF
(1000 units/ml) for 24 h. In controls, L929 cells were seeded onto PBS
buffer-coated plates and treated similarly. Hyaluronidase completely reduced
the increased TNF resistance (P50.01, n = 8, Student's t-tests). HAase:
hyaluronidase

Figure 9 Determination of the isoelectric points (pI) of STRT by preparative
IEF. The 20% ASP fraction of PMSF-treated serum which contained STRT
proteins was subjected to IEF as described in Materials and Methods. Ninety-
six well microtiter plates were coated with 30 ml of the serum IEF preparations
(or PBS buffer) for 3 h at 378C, followed by thorough washing and seeding
L929 cells overnight for testing their susceptibility to TNF (1000 units/ml) and
TNF (10 units/ml)/ActD (1 mg/ml). The fraction #0 is the PBS buffer control. Two
populations of STRT proteins were found to block TNF killing, which
correspond to the isoelectric points (pI) of 4.2 ± 6.0 (fractions #4 ± 8) and
9.9 ± 13.8 (fractions #14 ± 20). However, the inhibitory activity for the TNF/ActD
killing is located at pI of 6.8 (fraction #9) and 12.1 ± 13.6 (fractions #16 ± 19).
Resistance to killing for more than 20% is statistically significant as versus
controls (P50.01, n = 8, Student't t-tests)
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#4 ± 8) and 9.9 ± 13.8 (fractions #14 ± 20) (Figure 9).
However, the inhibitory activity for the TNF/ActD was
located at pI of 6.8 (fraction #9) and 12.1 ± 13.6 (fractions
#16 ± 19) (Figure 9).

Discussion

In this study we demonstrated that human serum adhesive
STRT proteins were capable of protecting L929 cells against
death caused by serum deprivation, TNF, TNF/ActD and
doxorubicin. In contrast, STRT failed to block cell death by
ActD, anti-Fas/ActD and staurosporine. The underlying
mechanism of this protective effect is unclear. However, in
this study we have determined that STRT failed to alter the
expression of proteins involved in apoptosis such as RIP,
ICH-1L, BCL-x, and TIAR. Further, no IkBa degradation was
found by seeding L929 cells onto the STRT protein matrix.
Notably, the reversal of the acquired TNF-resistance in STRT-
stimulated L929 cells by lavendustin A and tyrphostin
suggests that activation of protein tyrosine kinases occurs in
these cells.

Two likely STRT proteins of 226 and 265 kDa were
observed by comparing the protein profiles from the
functional and nonfunctional ASP fractions from sera
pretreated with or without PMSF. The functional properties
and pI values of these two proteins remain to be
established. We do not exclude the possibility of presence
of other functional proteins. For example, results from the
preparative IEF using the 20% ASP of PMSF-treated serum
revealed that there were two apparent protein populations
which conferred TNF and TNF/ActD resistance in L929
cells. The pI values for the TNF-inhibitory fractions were not
identical to those of the TNF/ActD-inhibitory fractions,
although these values were somewhat overlapping. These
observations suggest that the STRT proteins which inhibit
TNF killing may not be able to block TNF/ActD killing.

Like the 46-kDa TRT protein produced by the TGF-b1-
stimulated L929 cells (Chang, 1995), STRT is resistant to
treatment with high salt and protease inhibitors. L929
derived-TRT inhibits cell death by TNF/ActD, but not by
TNF alone (Chang, 1995). In contrast, serum STRT blocks
both TNF- and TNF/ActD-mediated killing. Most interest-
ingly, TRT enhances L929 cell death by anti-Fas
antibodies/ActD (Chang et al, unpublished), whereas
STRT has no such effect. Tyrosine kinase inhibitors
tyrophostin and lavendustin A block the activities of both
STRT and TRT. However, H7, an inhibitor of protein kinase
C (Kawamoto and Hidaka, 1984), blocks TRT function, but
has no effect on the STRT function. Overall, our data
indicate that cellular TRT is not identical to serum STRT.

The reversal of STRT function by tyrosine kinase
inhibitors suggests that STRT-mediated TNF- or TNF/
ActD-resistance is related to activation of cellular protein-
tyrosine kinases. To explore the possible involvement of
cellular tyrosine kinase pathways, we found that the
selective MEK kinase inhibitor PD98059 (Pang et al,
1995) failed to block the STRT-induced TNF resistance,
suggesting that STRT could not activate the Raf/MEK/MAP
pathway (Marshall, 1995; Hunter, 1995; Davis, 1994;
reviews). However, the STRT activity was partially

inhibited by seeding L929 cells onto STRT protein matrix
in the presence of AG-490, a selective inhibitor of JAK2
kinase (Meydan et al, 1996). These observations suggest
that STRT protein matrix may contain growth factors which
probably activate the cytokine/JAK/Stat pathway (Darnell et
al, 1994; Ihle, 1995). The activation of JAK2 and STAT3
kinases is being confirmed in our laboratory.

Next we examined whether NF-kB is involved in the
STRT-mediated TNF resistance. NF-kB activation during
TNF signaling has been shown to play an essential role in
protecting cells against the TNF killing (Beg and Baltimore,
1996; Liu et al, 1996; Van Antwerp et al, 1996; Wang et al,
1996). In contrast, glutamate-elicited neuronal cell death
involves the activation of NF-kB, in which the cell death is
inhibited by aspirin (Grilli, 1996). Furthermore, a L929 cell
mutant, L929R, resists TNF killing even in the presence of
ActD (Chang, 1995). That is, the intrinsic protection
mechanism in L929R cells against TNF apoptosis is not
related to NF-kB activation and its mediated protective
gene transcription. In this study, we found that STRT failed
to induce IkBa degradation, supporting the notion that there
is no NF-kB activation in STRT-stimulated L929 cells.
Restriction of nuclear translocation of NF-kB by a cell-
permeable inhibitor peptide (Lin et al, 1995) failed to
abolish the STRT protective effect. Similarly, inhibition of
NF-kB activation by curcumin (Singh and Aggarwal, 1995)
could not block the STRT function. These observations
indicate that NF-kB is not involved in the STRT-mediated
protection of L929 cells against TNF.

Testicular hyaluronidase-treated L929 cells have been
shown to resist TNF- and Fas-mediated apoptosis in the
presence of actinomycin D, doxorubicin, daunorubicin or
cycloheximide (Chang, 1996). However, in the absence of
actinomycin D or cycloheximide, the hyaluronidase-pre-
treated L929 cells indeed acquire an enhanced TNF
sensitivity. That is, pretreatment of L929 cells with
hyaluronidase for at least 12 h, followed by exposure to
TNF, results in an increased cell death (Chang et al,
submitted). In this study we determined that hyaluronidase
abolished the protective effect of STRT. This observation
raises the possibility that hyaluronidase digests the
hyaluronan side chains of STRT proteins, thereby abrogat-
ing the STRT function. Alternatively, the hyaluronidase
enhancement of TNF killing of L929 cells overrides the
protective function of STRT.

In summary, it is demonstrated in this study that serum
STRT proteins are capable of stimulating L929 cells to resist
death caused by TNF, TNF/ActD, doxorubucin and serum
deprivation. Although its molecular nature is unknown, STRT-
mediated prevention of cell death is apparently involved in the
activation of cellular protein tyrosine kinases.

Materials and Methods

Cell line

Murine TNF-sensitive L929 fibrosarcoma cells were cultured in RPMI-
1640 medium supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS, Sigma
Chemicals, St. Louis, MO), as previously described (Chang, 1995).
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Ammonium sulfate precipitation (ASP) of sera and
examination of STRT activity

Initial purification and functional determination of STRT were
performed as follows: Ten milliliter of normal human sera were
diluted in 30 ml in phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) in the presence or
absence of 1 mM phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride (PMSF; Sigma).
Sequential precipitation of serum proteins was performed at 48C
using 10, 15, 20, 30 and 40% of ammonium sulfate, followed by
resuspension of each precipitated protein fraction with 5 ml PBS and
exhaustive dialysis against PBS.

The ASP protein fractions were then tested for STRT activity
against L929 cell death by both TNF/ActD and TNF alone as
previously described (Chang, 1995; Cao et al, 1996). Briefly, 10 ± 80 ml
of the protein fractions or PBS buffer only were precoated onto
polystyrene-based 96-well microtiter plates (Corning Glass Works,
Corning, NY) with lids on for 3 h or up to 16 ± 24 h at 378C in a
humidified tissue culture incubator. The plates were washed twice with
150 ml of sterile 5 M NaCl, three times with sterile Milli-Q water
(Millipore, Bedford, MA), and finally three times with sterile PBS.
Where indicated, the plates were directly washed six times with 150 ml
of sterile PBS only. The amount of protein coated onto microtiter plates
was analyzed by the BioRad Protein Assay (BioRad, Hercules, CA).
One hundred microliter aliquots of L929 cells (2.56105/ml) were then
dispensed onto these microtiter plates, cultured 24 h in RPMI-1640
medium supplemented with 10% FBS at 378C, and then treated with
recombinant TNF (1000 units/ml; Genzyme Corp., Boston, MA) or TNF
(10 units/ml) in the presence of ActD (1 mg/ml; Sigma) for 24 h. The
cells were then fixed and stained with crystal violet (2% in 50%
methanol), washed with running tap water (to remove dead cells) and
lysed by 33% acetic acid. The extent of cell death was measured by an
automatic microtiter plate reader at OD 560 nm (SLT Labinstruments,
Research Triangle Park, NC) and calculated as follows: % Cell
Death = [(OD from control cells7OD from TNF-treated cells)/OD from
control cells]6100. Where indicated, the percentages of TNF-
resistance induced by STRT were calculated as: % Resis-
tance = [17(% TNF-killing of STRT-treated cells/% TNF-killing of
control cells)]6100 (Chang, 1995, 1996; Cao et al, 1996).
Approximately 50% of control cell death was observed by using the
indicated concentrations of TNF.

In addition to TNF and TNF/ActD, the STRT-stimulated and control
L929 cells were subjected to serum deprivation for 24 h, or challenged
with anti-Fas antibodies (500 ng/ml)/ActD (1 mg/ml), ActD (10 mg/ml),
doxorubicin (10 mg/ml; Sigma), or staurosporine (500 nM; Calbio-
chem, San Diego, CA; Tamaoki et al, 1986) for 24 h. The extent of cell
death was determined.

Modulation of STRT-mediated TNF-resistance by inhibitors of
protein tyrosine kinases and protein kinase C was examined. These
inhibitors included lavendustin A (Onoda et al, 1989), tyrphostin
(Gazit et al, 1989) and H7 (Kawamoto and Hidaka, 1984), which
were from both Calbiochem and GIBCO/BRL (Gaithersburg, MD).
Briefly, L929 cells were seeded onto 96-well microtiter plates
precoated with or without the partially purified STRT proteins (from
the 20% ASP fraction of PMSF-treated serum) and cultured
overnight, followed by pretreatment with non-cytotoxic concentra-
tions of protein kinase inhibitors for 6 h, and subsequent exposure
to TNF or TNF/ActD for 16 ± 24 h. Additional chemicals used to
block STRT function were: inhibitors of protein phosphatases,
okadaic acid and tautomycin (Gong et al, 1992) (Calbiochem);
activators of the cAMP-dependent pathway, forskolin and dibutyryl
cAMP (Uneyama et al, 1993) (Biomol, Plymouth Meeting, PA); a
specific MEK kinas 1 & 2 inhibitor, PD98059 (Pang et al, 1995)

(New England BioLab, Beverly, MA); a cell-permeable inhibitor
peptide for blocking NF-kB nuclear translocation, NF-kB SN50 (Lin
et al, 1995) (Biomol); an inhibitor of NF-kB activation, curcumin
(Singh and Aggarwal, 1995) (Sigma); a selective inhibitor of JAK2
kinase, AG-490 (Meydan et al, 1996) (Biomol).

Where indicated, the adhered STRT proteins were pretreated with
trypsin (0.5 mg/ml) (Sigma), and inhibitors of serine and/or cysteine
proteases and other proteases, including PMSF, leupeptin, a2-
macroglobulin, chymostatin, bestatinal, pepstatinal, antipain, leuhistin
and E-64 (from both Sigma and Alexis, San Diego, CA), followed by
testing their protective activity against TNF- or TNF/ActD-mediated
L929 cell death. Various antibodies used to inhibit STRT function
were: anti-vitronectin (Telios Pharmaceuticals, San Diego, CA); anti-
histidine-rich glycoprotein (Chang et al, 1992); anti-fibronectin
(Sigma); anti-complement C1q (Sigma); anti-CD44 (Endogen,
Boston, MA); anti-chondroitin sulfate (Sigma); anti-hyaluronic acid
(Serotec, Raleigh, NC); neutralizing monoclonal IgG antibodies
against human TGF-bs (b1 ± b3) (Genzyme); neutralizing monoclonal
IgG antibodies against human TNF receptor type I and II (R&D,
Minneapolis, MN).

Western blotting

To determine whether STRT altered the expression of proteins which
are involved in apoptosis, Western blotting was performed. Briefly,
L929 cells were seeded onto 60 mm petri dishes which were
precoated with 1 ml of PBS buffer or the STRT preparations from
the 20% ASP fractions of PMSF-treated sera from two healthy
individuals. Following 24 h culturing, the cells were harvested and
lysed by a lysis buffer (Chang, 1995) and 10 mg of the cellular proteins
was used in the Western blotting (Chang, 1996). Antibodies used in
the testing were against RIP (Stanger et al, 1995), ICH-1L (Wang et al,
1994), BCL-x (Boise et al, 1993), TIAR (Taupin et al, 1995) and IkBa
(Baeuerle and Baltimore, 1988; Miyamoto et al, 1994). These
monoclonal antibodies were from Transduction Laboratories (Lex-
ington, KY), except that the anti-IkBa was from PharMingen (San
Diego, CA).

Preparative isoelectric focusing (IEF)

Preparative IEF was performed using the Rotofor IEF apparatus
(BioRad) as follows: 10 ml of an STRT containing fraction from the
20% ASP fraction of PMSF-treated serum was diluted in 40 ml sterile
Milli-Q water containing 3 M urea and 1 ml Bio-Lyte ampholytes
(pH 3 ± 10; BioRad), and electrophoresed at 10 watt for 4 h at 48C.
Twenty protein fractions (around 2.5 ml per fraction) were obtained
and dialyzed exhaustively against 1 M NaCl to remove the
ampholytes, followed by final dialysis against PBS. To determine the
isoelectric points (pI) of STRT proteins, 96-well microtiter plates were
coated with 30 ml of the serum IEF preparations for 3 h, followed by
thoroughly washing the plates as indicated above, and seeding of L929
cells overnight for testing their susceptibility to TNF and TNF/ActD.
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