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                SIR — Trace amines are of interest in the study of neuropsychiatric disorders as they are found predominantly in the CNS, and altered levels have been observed in disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar affective disorder, and anxiety disorders.1 The genes of the three trace amine receptors (TRARs) 1, 4, and 5 cluster on chromosomal region 6q23.2, a region for which we and others have previously obtained evidence for linkage to bipolar affective disorder.2, 3, 4 TRARs also share a high degree of sequence homology, and together form a subfamily of G protein-coupled receptors (GPCRs) that are related to serotonin- (5–HT-), dopamine- (DA-), and norepinephrine- (NE-) receptors.1
To explore genetic variability at this locus, we established a PCR-based strategy to amplify the coding regions, and the 5′ and 3′ flanking regions of the TRARs, namely TRAR1, TRAR4, and TRAR5. We used this to sequence DNA from a representative sample of 96 individuals from the European population.5 A total of 4467 bp of genomic DNA was screened, 3087 bp of which were exonic. Direct sequencing was performed as described elsewhere.5 We identified 12 SNPs in the three TRARs which were submitted to dbSNP (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/) under accession nos. ss125870000–ss12587012 (see Supplementary information).
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