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It estranged Lilienthal from his anti-war son 
for years thereafter, and added the father's 
name to the long list of liberal elitists and 
technocrats whose reputations never recov
ered from that debacle. 

By the time Lilienthal died, Americans' 
faith in unadulterated technological progress 
had faded and been replaced by scepticism and 
even pessimism about technology as panacea. 
In that respect, Lilienthal's increasing obscu
rity is not surprising. But Neuse describes a 
much more hopeful era with which to com
pare our own, and that is why his book is 
important and deserves a wide readership. 0 
Howard P. Segal is in the Department of History, 
University of Maine, Orono, Maine 04469-5774, 
USA. 
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Alas, poor Darwin! More idle speculation 
and dogmatic assertion have been published 
in your name in the past two decades than in 
the full preceding century, and still the tor
rent continues. Evolutionary biology spawns 
evolutionary psychology, sociology, medi
cine, economics, and now psychiatry. 

That the human condition is the product 
of evolutionary processes involving natural 
selection is a truism to all biologists. That our 
diseases and disorders take the form they do 
as a result of these processes, embedded as 
they are within human history, culture and 
society, would scarcely seem a startling gen
eralization, despite the wonder that such 
statements seem still to generate. But, as ever, 
the devil lies in the details, and in the eviden
tial basis that could turn such broad claims 
into useful insights. 

Anthony Stevens and John Price, respec
tively a Jungian analyst and a psychiatrist, 
begin their book with the grandest of claims 
for the revolution in understanding that they 
hope to provide- but they soon stumble. In 
fact the book turns out to be far more an 
attempt to vindicate Jung's theory of arche
types by linking it to Darwin on the one hand 
and John Bowlby on the other than one might 
have anticipated from the promissory note of 
its preface. It is written very much in the style 
of a teaching text, its pages spattered with bold 
type somewhat randomly indicating terms to 
be found in the glossary. 

It whisks quickly through a classical intro
duction to the history of (non-biological) 
psychiatry towards a section bravely entitled 
"Human Nature: its Evolution and Develop
ment", which turns out to mean an uneasy 
conflation of Hal Waddington, Edward 
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Wilson and Bowlby. Unfortunately the 
authors' genetics and neurobiology get a bit 
shaky at this point. The human genome is 
defined as "our innate propensities;' while 
Paul Maclean's outdated theory of the triune 
brain gets yet another airing, so that later in 
the book the authors can make much play 
with our "reptilian brain" whose "emana
tions" thoroughly condition "our drives, 
inner subjective feelings, fantasies and 
thoughts". 

Stevens and Price begin with a refreshing 
attempt to transcend the dreary listing of 
psychiatric disorders provided by the Diag
nostic and Statistical Manual (DSM) with its 
enthusiasm for the minute nosological clas
sification best regarded as itself a sort of 
intellectual disorder (perhaps syndromi
tis?). Instead they argue - surely correctly 
-that psychiatric distress should be consid
ered case by case rather than given Pro
crustean labels. They find it hard to maintain 
this position, though, and for a good portion 
ofthe latter part of the book even find them
selves labelling chapter subheads according 
to DSM criteria - "Avoidant Personality 
Disorder" is "DSM30 1.82", for instance. 

They then subject each such 'disorder' to 
a sociobiological analysis. This is based on 
the view that constraints of rank and spac
ing, arising during humanity's presumed 

New in paperback 
Pythagoras' 'D'ousers: God, Physics, 
and the Gender Wars 
by Margaret Wertheim 
Fourth Estate, £9.99 
"Wertheim takes the reader through the 
development of physics, starting with the 

mathematics and astronomy of ancient Greece, 
and moving through Bacon, Copernicus, 
Galileo and all the rest of the seventeenth
century crowd, up to the present day. As a well
researched, historical account I found it 

fascinating, and I was intrigued by her theme 
that today's male domination of physics has its 
roots in the historically close connections 
between physics and Christianity." Keith Devlin, 
Nature 379, 128 (l996). 

The Oxford Book of Nature Writing 
by Richard Mabey 
Oxford University Press, £7.99 
"Starting with Aesop and Aristotle and ending 

with a piece written just a decade ago by Primo 
Levi, there is something here for everyone." 
David E. Allen, Nature 374, 319 (1995). 

Dynamic Patterns: The SeN
Organization of Brain and Behaviour 
by }. A. Scott Kelso 
MIT Press, $22.50, £18.95 
"This charming and thought-provoking book 
looks at the brain and behaviour as pattern

forming dynamical systems. It captures, and 

healthy Environment of Evolutionary 
Adapted ness (or EEA - this and other 
acronyms litter the text), generate the dys
functions and psychic distress that permeate 
modern society. In this view, our ancestors 
may not have been Noble, but were at least 
Psychically Healthy Savages. 

It is here that the authors' evolutionary 
and anthropological fantasies are given full 
rein. They argue that agoraphobia is com
moner in women than in men because in the 
EEA men hunted while women stayed at 
home, so women became afraid to stray long 
distances without their men. Obsessive
compulsive disorder "probably arose in rela
tion to the defence of resources ... security 
arrangements had to be frequently and thor
oughly checked ... with wide genetic varia
tion, and will still be under active selection': 
Homosexuality may be a kin-selection adap
tation by which childless gays invest more in 
the care of their relatives' offspring. Recog
nizing that this suggestion, orginally made 
by Wilson, has no current empirical base, the 
authors maintain nonetheless that it would 
have been a necessary condition of survival 
"in the ancestral environment". And even 
today "wealthy homosexuals sometimes 
shock their friends by leaving the bulk of 
their estate ... to some nephew or niece whom 
they may not have seen for years". 

gives substance to, a new theme in neuroscience, 
in which complexity is in the ascendancy and 
good old-fashioned chaos seems a thing of the 
past." Karl J. Friston, Nature 375, 643 (1995}. 

Biochemical OscHiatlons and Cellular 
Rhythms: the Molecular Bases of 
Periodic and Chaotic Behaviour 
by Albert Goldbeter 
Cambridge University Press, £29.95, $44.95 
"Although it will demand some hard thinking, 
the book can serve as a reliable and rewarding 

introduction to mathematical modelling of 
dynamic processes in living cells for any 
molecular biologists beginning to see the 
usefulness of this tool." John J. Tyson, Nature 
380, 213 (1996). 

Rebel With a Cause: an Autobiography 
by Hans Eysenck 
Transaction Publishers, $21.95, £14.95 
This is a revised and expanded eclition. "It must 
be said that autobiography is not Eysenck's 
natural metier. Perhaps because it is the least 

intellectually pugilistic, least controversial and 
tendentious, and most narrative of his works, it 
is less than gripping stuff. As a matter of record, 
it would have been a pity had it been left 
unwritten. But as an idiographic account of one 
man's life, which it explicitly sets out to be, it is 
clisappointing:' Steve Blinkhorn, Nature 344, 
889 (1990). 
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