
NEWS IN BRIEF 

Chairman of European assembly 
will stay on with more staff 

Munich. Jan Borgman, former head of the Dutch National 
Research Council (NWO), last week agreed to remain chairman of 
the European Science and Technology Assembly (ESTA), the 100-
member advisory body to the European Commission established 
two years ago, following a promise by the commission to increase its 
administrative support. 

Borgmann had announced his intention to resign in March 
because of the commission's failure to provide adequate support for 
the heavy burden of work generated by ESTA's increasing number 
of working groups. The commission has now agreed to provide an 
extra full-time post in addition to the two full-time and one part
time staff member already devoted to ESTA business. In return, 
ESTA has agreed to provide more structured plans of its activities. D 

Deal for gene-based drugs 
Washington. Human Genome Sciences (HGS), the genome
sequencing company based in Rockville, Maryland, has widened its 
agreement with the pharmaceutical company SmithKline Beecham 
(SB) to allow several other drug-makers to develop drugs on the 
basis of genes sequenced and tagged by HGS. 

The deal, which was announced last week, will allow Schering
Plough of New Jersey and Synthclabo of France to collaborate 
with HGS on drug development. The two companies will pay 
HGS $90 million over the initial five-year period of the agreements. 
HGS will also gain the right to select, develop and license 
half-a-dozen drugs independently from SmithKline Beecham. 
SB, which has paid HGS $125 million under the terms of a 1993 
deal that bought it exclusive access to HGS gene sequences, will 

receive a share of the licence fees and joint rights to manufacture 
drugs that emerge from HGS's work with its new partners. D 

India challenges turmeric patent 
New Delhi. India's Council of Scientific and Industrial Research has 
decided to challenge a US patent on the wound-healing properties 
of turmeric. The use of turmeric as a traditional medicine is well 
known in India, and its wound-healing properties were documented 
by Indian researchers in 1953. The patent was granted to the Univer
sity of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson in March. The Indian 
application for its revocation, on the grounds of 'prior art', is being 
seen as a test case for many traditional plant-based medicines being 
patented in the United States. D 

Scrapie sheep cull planned 
London. Thirty thousand sheep are to be destroyed in Norway in an 
attempt to eradicate scrapie, the neurodegenerative disease in sheep 
that is similar to bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) and to 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, which affects humans. 

Scrapie was once widespread in British flocks, and is blamed for 
the spread of BSE in the United Kingdom, although the bovine 
disease has never been reported in Norway. A spokesman for 
Norway's agriculture ministry said that 17 scrapie-infected flocks 
have already been destroyed. Norwegian farmers have accepted a 
plan to destroy 600 flocks over two years. 0 

BSE 'pre-dates rendering changes' 
London. The bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) epidemic 
pre-dates changes to Britain's rendering industry, according to new 
research published this week. Until now, the UK agriculture ministry 
has attributed BSE to rendering methods introduced in the 1980s. 
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The ministry has said that the new methods allowed the scrapie 
infective agent in sheep offal to survive and infect cows with BSE via 
cattle feed. But the results of new experiments funded in part by the 
European Union, the UK agriculture ministry and the UK's largest 
rendering company, Prosper De Mulder, shows that the scrapie 
agent remains active regardless of the choice of rendering method.D 

EMBO faces flat budget 
Munich. The European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO), 
which holds regular conferences and runs a major postdoctoral 
fellowship programme, had a request for a three per cent increase in 
funding rejected last week by delegates from its 21 member states, 
which voted to maintain its current budget, corrected for inflation. 

Frank Gannon, EMBO's director, called the decision "very disap
pointing", as the organization requires more money to maintain the 
current level of its long-term fellowship programme. There was a 
"heavy financial cloud" over the meeting, he said, as some member 
states were apparently unprepared to consider even the "relatively 
small sums of money that would be involved". D 

China's Long March into space 
Hong Kong. China restored some confidence in its satellite launch 
capabilities last week with the successful launch of the ApstarlA 
communications satellite, a substitute for the Apstar2 satellite which 
was lost in an explosion during lift-off from China's mountainous 
launch site in Xinchang, Sichuan Province in January 1995. 

The satellite was carried aloft by a Long March 3 rocket, a more 
tried and tested vehicle than the larger 38 version, which veered off 
course on its maiden flight in February and is said to have killed a 
large number of people. At least four foreign launches originally 
booked on Long March, including two for Intelsat, have since been 
rescheduled with other companies. ,=i 
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Japan orbits satellite market 
Tokyo. Japan will enter the commercial satellite launch business in 
four years' time, with a contract to launch ten satellites for a US 
company using a modified version of its H-2 rocket, according to 
Yasuhiro Moriguchi, director of the Science and Technology 
Agency's aeronautics and space development division. 

Moriguchi said last week that Hughes Space and Communica
tions International Incorporated will sign a contract for the launches 
next month with Rocket Systems Corporation (RSC), a consortium 
of 73 Japanese aerospace firms, banks and insurance companies set 
up several years ago to sell launches on the H-2 rocket. RSC refuses 
to confirm details of the deal, but admits that it is negotiating a 'lot 
purchase' with Hughes. D 

Model shuttle glides home 
Tokyo. The National 
Space Development 
Agency of Japan 
took a significant 
step towards the 
development of an 
unmanned space 
shuttle last Saturday 
(6 July) with the suc
cessful test-landing of its unmanned Automatic Landing Flight 
Experiment (ALFLEX) aircraft in Australia (above). 

The 6.1-rnetre ALFLEX Is a scale model of Japan's proposed 
unmanned space shuttle, HOPE, which is expected to be 
launched early in the next century. It was dropped by a heli
copter from an altitude of 1,500 metres, and glided automati
cally to a runway 2. 7 km away, using its own satellite navigation 
and flight control system. D 
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Would you like to save one hour in histidine-tagged protein purification? 

To load, purify and elute in 15 minutes? Now it's possible-time after time. 

HisTrap kit: saving an hour couldn't be simpler 
The HisTrap'" Kit presents you with a solution so simple it works with a 

syringe. Inside the kit is all you'll need for up to ten affinity purificat ion runs: 

pre-packed cartridges, ready-made stock solutions, a protocol that's easy 

to follow, and, of course, a syringe. 

You'll get high purity recombinant proteins as the kit lets you use the 

well-known binding of poly(histidine) sequences to immobilized nickel. 

What's more, it saves you the effort of weighing out buffer salts. 

Molecular biologists have been purifying recombinant proteins with 

Pharmacia Biotech media from the very beginning. Call us at I (800) 526 

3593 from the USA, +8 1 (0)3 3492 6949 from Japan or +46 (0) 18 16 50 I I 

from Europe and the rest of the world (or meet us on the Internet at 

http://www.biotech.pharmacia.se). Ask about the kit that saves an hour. 
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