
region strongly affects the rate-limiting step of the ATPase cycle 
of Dicryostelium myosin. Little is known about the nature of 
this rate-limiting step. Tn skeletal muscle Sl, the hydrolysis of 
A TP23 or a subsequent conformation change preceding P; 
release22 is thought to be rate-limiting. It may be that the SDK / 
20K junction region modifies the A TPase activity of Dictyostel
ium myosin by modulating its interaction with actin. For 
instance, the 50K/20K junction may modulate the ATPase rate 
by affecting the rate of transition from the weak to the strong 
binding state. If this is the case, it is reasonable that the sliding 
velocity, which is related to the strongly bound state, does not 
change in accordance with the change in ATPase activity. It is 
not known why all four chimaeric myosins move more slowly 
than wild-type myosin. We are now modifying our system to 
express soluble fragments of the chimaeras to measure their 
kinetic parameters in more depth and allow us to determine 
more precisely how the 50K/ 20K junction region modifies the 
kinetics of the A TPase cycle. D 
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CORRECTION 

Destabilization of tracts of simple 
repetitive DNA in yeast by mutations 
affecting DNA mismatch repair 
Micheline Strand, Tomas A. Prolla, R. Michael Uskay 
a Thomas D. Petes 

Nature 365, 274-276 (1993) 

THE penultimate sentence in the legend to Table I of this letter 
should read: "The plasmid pSH91 contains an in-frame insertion 
ofpoly(GT) (33 bp) in URAJ; this plasmid is identical to pSH44 
(ref. 8) except for the orientation of the tract", and not that 
the plasmid is identical to pSH36 apart from the size of the 
tract, as originally stated. This error does not affect our 
conclusions. D 

NATURE · VOL 368 · 7 APRIL 1994 

LETTERS TO NATURE 

GUIDE TO AUTHORS 

P\.1 ·1\SI--' fo llow these guidelines so that you r manuscript may be handled expeditiously. 
Nmurt! i ~ an international journal covering all the sdences. Contributors should therefore bt::ar in 

mind th ose readers who work in other fields and those for whom English is a second language. and 
write clearly and simply. avoiding unnecessa ry technica l terminology. Space in the journal is limited, 
making competition for publication severe. Brevity is highly valued. One printed page of Nature, 
without display items, contains about 1.300 words. 

Man uscripts arc selected for publication according to editorial assessment of their suitability and 
reports from independent referees. They can be sent to London or Washington and should be 
addressed to the Editor. Manuscripts may be dealt with in either office, depending on the subjct t 
matter. ;:~. nd will where necessary be sent between offices by overn ight couner. High priority cannot 
be given to presubmiss ion enquiries; in urgent cases they can be made in the form of a one-page 
f:.tx. /\11 manuscripts arc acknowledged on receipt but fewer than half are sent for re view. Those 
that a re not revie wed are returned as rapidly as possible so that they may be submitted elsewhere 
wi thout delay. Contributors may suggest reviewers ; limited requests for the exclusion of specifk 
reviewers a rc usually heeded. Manuscripts are usua lly sent to two o r three reviewers, chosen for 
their expcrt1sc rather than the1r geographica l location. Manuscripts accepted for publication are 
processed from the London office. 

Nature requests au thors to deposit sequence and cryst<~ ll ographic data in the databases that ex ist 
for this purpose. 

Once a manuscript is accepted for publication. contributors will receive proofs in about 4 weeks. 
Nalure"s statf will edit manuscripts with a view to brevity and clarity, so contributors should check 
proofs ca refully. Manuscripts arc generally published 2 J weeks after receipt of corrected proofs. 
Noture does not exact page charges. Contributors receive a reprint order form with their proofs; 
reprint orders arc processed after the manuscript is published and payment received. 

Categories of paper 
Review Articles survey recent development!i in a field. Most arc commissioned but suggestions are 
wek:ome in the form of a one-page synopsis addressed to the Re views Coordinator. Length is 
negoti<tble in advance. 
Progress anides rcv1cw particularly topica l d.;ovclopments for a nonspecia list readership. They do 
not CX\:et:d 4 pages in length. Suggestions may be made to the Reviews Coordinator in the form of 
a brief synopsis. 
Articles are resea rch reports whose conclusions a re of general interest and which are sufficiently 
rounded to be a substantial advance in understanding. They should not ha ve more than 3,000 words 
of text (not including figure legends) o r more than six display items and should not occupy more 
than tive pages of Narure. 

Articles stan with a heading of 50 80 words written to advertise their content in general terms. 
to which edi tors will pay particular attention. The heading does not usually contain numbers. 
abbreviations or measurements. The introduction to the study is contained in the first two or three 
paragraphs of the article. which also briefly summarize its results and implications. Articles have 
fewer than 50 references and may contain a few short subheadings. 
Letters to Nature arc short reports of outstanding novel findings whose implications are general 
and important enough to be of interest to those outside the field. Letters should have 1,000 or fewer 
words of text and four or fewer display items. The first paragraph describes, in not more than 150 
word:; and \Vithout the usc of abbreviations. the background. rationale and chief conclusiom. of the 
study for the particular benefit of non-speciali st readers . Letters do not have subheadings and contain 
fewer than 30 references. 
Commentary a rticles deal with issues in. or ansi ng. from. resea rch that arc ai!;O of interest to readers 
outside research. 
News and VIews a rticles inform nonspecia list readers about new scientific advances. sometimes in 
the fonn of a conference report. Most are commissioned but proposals can be made in advance to 
the News and Views Editor . 
SCientific Correspondence is for disc: ussion o f topical scientific mauers. including those published 
in Narurt •. and fo r misce llaneous contributions. Priorit}' is given to letters of fewer than 500 words. 

Preparation of manuscripts 
All manuscripts should be typed, double-spaced. on one side of the paper only. An original and 
four copies are required. each accompanied by artwork. If photographs are included. five sets of 
originals are required; for line drav.·ings, one set of originals and four good-quality photocopies arc 
ac~:eptab t e. Reference lists, figure legends and tab les should all be on separate sheets, all of which 
should be double-spaced and numbered. Three copies of relevant manuscripts in press or submitted 
for publication elsewhere should be included with submitted manuscripts, clearly marked as such. 
Five r.:opies of revised and resubmitted manuscripts. labelled with their manuscript numbers. are 
required. together with five copies of a letter detailing the changes made. 
Titles are brief and simple. Active ver bs. numerical va lues. abbreviations and punctuat ion are to be 
avoided. Titles should contain one or two key words for indexing purposes. 
Artwork should be marked indi vidually and clearly with the author' s name and , when known. the 
manuscript number. Ideally. no figure should be large r than 2~ by 22 cm. Figures with several parts 
are to he avo ided a nd a re pennittcd onl y if the parts are closely related . either experimentally or 
logkally. Unle11ercd originals of photographs should be provided. Suggestions for cover illustrations. 
with capt10ns and labelled with the manuscript number . are welcome. Original artwork is returned 
when a manuscript ca nnot be published. 

Protein ! nucleotide sequences should idt!ally be in the three-letter and not the single-tetter eodt! 
for amino ac1ds. One column \Vidth of Nalure can accommoda te 20 amino acids or 60 base pairs. 
Colour artwork. A charge of £500 per page is made as a con tribution towards the cost of reproducing 
colour figures. Inability to pay these costs will not prevent publication of essential colour figures if 
the circumstances arc explained. Proofs of colour artwork may be sent to contributors under separate 
cov~:r from their galley proofs. 
Figure legends should not exceed 300 words and ideally should be shorter. The figure is described 
first. then. briefly. the method. Reference to a method published elsewhere is preferable to a full 
desc ription. Methods are not described in the text. 
References are numbered sequentially as they appear in the text. followed by those in tables and 
fina ll y by those in figure legends. Only papers published or in the press are numbered and included in 
the reference li st. All other forms of reference should be cited in the text as a personal communication. 
manu.s~.:ript submitted or in preparation . Text is no t included in reference lists. References are abbrevi· 
<HCd a~.:~:ord in g to tht: World U s! of Scit'ntific Pl!riodh·a/s (Rutterworths. London. 1963- 65). The first 
and last page numbers are included : reference to books includes publisher. place and date. 
Abbreviations, symbols , unit s and Greek letters should be identified the first time they are used. 
Acronyms should be avoided whenever possible and . if used. defined. Footnotes are not used in the 
text. 
Acknowledgements are brief and appear after the reference list: grant and contribution numbers 
are not a ll owed. 
Supplementary Information is material relevan t to Articles or Letters which cannot, for lack of 
space. be puhlishcd in full. but which is available from Nature on request 
Submission. Manusnipts can be sent to the Edi tor at 4 Little Essex Street. London WC2R 3LF. 
UK or at 1234 National Press Building, Washington. DC 20045, USA. A telephone and fax number 
should be included. Manuscripts or proofs sen t by air courier to London should be declared as 
·manuscripts· and ·value $5' to prevent the imposition of import duty and value-added tax. 

569 


	CORRECTION
	Destabilization of tracts of simple repetitive DNA in yeast by mutations affecting DNA mismatch repair


