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LETIERS TO NATURE 

ligands may also participate in the regulation of PER or SIM 
function in Drosophila. 

Although more PAS mutants need to be analysed, the result 
of the PERL (V24H D243) change may explain how this affects 
circadian rhythms, namely by interfering with proper pro­
tein-protein interaction. The data shown in Fig. 4b indicate that 
these could include homotypic interactions which might be a 
molecular basis for the semi-dominance of most per muta­
tiuons1,9,14. PER may also engage in heterotypic interaction with 
unknown protein partners, for example by sequestering one or 
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feedback loop involving PER and the transcription of its own 
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would be supported by the identification of a protein 'partner' 
that interacts with PER through its PAS domain. D 
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DURING the production process the top and bottom panels of Fig. 3 in this letter were accidentally switched. The correct figure is 
shown below; the legend remains the same. 
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