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Monuments of Easter Island, painted In oil by William Hodges (c.1776). Hodges, official 
artist on Cook's second voyage to the Pacific, was one of the first artists to adopt the 
pleln-alr method of painting. The picture Is taken from Imagining the Pacific: In the 
Wake of the Cook Voyages by B. Smith, which examines how science, topography and 
travel Influenced artistic representation. Published by Yale University Press, $70, £45. 

describes why matter overwhelmingly 
dominates over antimatter in the observ
able Universe. And with another, 
Andrei Starobinsky, Zel'dovich lucidly 
accounts for the creation of the Universe 
from nothing, or more precisely, from 
almost nothing. The ultimate 'Theory of 
Everything' is needed to describe the 
first instants of the Universe, where all 
known physical laws break down, before 
we can understand what creation truly 
involves. Perhaps it is spontaneous 
creation from 'anything', as likely a 
precursor to the observable Universe 
as 'nothing'. 

Although some of the articles that are 
translated from the original Russian are 
dated, the topics manage still to be 
topical. Mikhail Sazhin coauthors a 
chapter with Zel'dovich on gravitational 
waves in cosmology. This subject has 
been reinvigorated with the COBE 
measurement of fluctuations in the cos
mic microwave background, one ex
planation of which is attributable to 
large-wavelength gravitational waves 
that are a relic from the inflationary 
epoch some 10-35 seconds after the Big 
Bang. If this turns out to be correct, one 
would reluctantly conclude that COBE 
tells us nothing about the density fluc
tuations that gave rise to large-scale 
structures such as galaxies and galaxy 
clusters. 

Zel'dovich's love for cosmology is 
reflected by many pithy and personal 
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comments sprinkled throughout My Uni
verse. Some are attributed to others 
("cosmology is often in error but never 
in doubt"; Landau) or are about the 
bandwagon tendency of cosmological 
theorists to lay undue emphasis on visual 
impressions of cosmological data: ("Tur
ner's paintings have affected England's 
climate: the numbers of clear evenings 
having brilliant sunsets over a rolling sea 
has increased dramatically"; Wilde). But 
some are his. On baryon asymmetry, he 
writes: "almighty God throwing dice for 
every single proton or antiproton would 
soon get tired with the astronomical 
number of particles. He could not make 
the asymmetry large enough." On high
brow theoreticians, he concedes that 
"the ultimate topic - the very birth of 
the universe - remains out of reach of 
even the highest brow", and on scalar 
fields, "once the genie has been let out 
of the bottle, he never wants to go back 
inside". 

Those fortunate enough to have 
known Zel'dovich will enjoy these 
selected essays and reviews. All readers 
will delight in his colourful language, 
which loses little in translation and is a 
glowing testament to his lively and 
interactive personality. D 

Joseph Silk is in the Departments of 
Astronomy and of Physics, University of 
California, Berkeley, California 94720, 
USA. 
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To be well informed of the most impor
tant advances in AIDS research across 
the entire spectrum of basic scientific, 
clinical, social and political issues is a 
dream of many but is accomplished by 
few. Similarly, for any single, manage
able publication to hope to span the 
same range would seem to be, at the 
very least, highly optimistic. These two 
volumes attempt to present a representa
tive cross-section of the state of this 
particular art as it stood in mid-1991. 

AIDS 91 Summary documents the 
proceedings of the Seventh International 
Conference on AIDS held in Florence in 
June 1991. The volume is divided into 10 
chapters which reflect the breadth of the 
topics covered during the six days of the 
conference. Each chapter covers a dif
ferent discipline ranging from the basic 
virology of the human immunodeficiency 
viruses (HIV) to the issues of education 
and counselling. Meeting reports can run 
the risk of presenting only disjointed 
pieces of information, but that is not a 
criticism that can be levelled here. The 
size of the conference ensured that there 
were sufficient talks to allow a smooth, 
logical progression through each chap
ter, and any gaps that may have arisen 
are more than adequately compensated 
for by editorial infilling and background 
information. Indeed, the overall effect is 
more one of a comprehensive textbook 
than a meeting report. As such, the 
volume provides a welcome opportunity 
for the reader to become broadly well
informed with a minimum of effort. But 
if it is to be used as a textbook, two 
points should be emphasized. First, 
there are no references to the primary 
literature to support the scientific re
search and opinions that are presented; 
the book cannot therefore be used as a 
portal to the vast scientific literature on 
AIDS that now exists without author
name searches on literature databases. 
Second, the findings that are reported 
and accredited to individual presenters 
are, by understandable necessity, rarely 
supported by any critical discussion. It 
would be misleading if the uninitiated 
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