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needed - but what the final structure will 
be is still uncertain. Ernst (who, as presi
dent of the research committee respon
sible for distributing some SFr20 million 
in federal government grants directly to 
researchers at ETH, is an influential fig
ure) favours the creation of a handful of 
schools bringing together like-minded 
departments, responsible for both teach
ing and research. 

Ursprung, too, favours this idea, 
provided that the deans of the schools are 

given real power to control their own 
research programmes. "I've always felt 
one should not try to reinvent the wheel," 
he says. "If I had the power to decide, I'd 
adopt the structure of a US private re
search university." But given the inherent 
conservatism of its academic staff, ETH's 
final organization will take some time to 
evolve - Biihlmann's estimate is four to 
five years. Any attempt to impose change 
by "brute force" would fail, he says. "It's 
the Swiss style." Peter Aldhous 

SCIENCE FAIR--------------------

Heureka winds up 
Zurich The idea of a research exhibition to 
LAST weekend saw the completion of a celebrate the 700th anniversary of the 
unique experiment in science communi- Swiss federation came originally from 
cation, when the Heurekaexhibition-an Heureka's main sponsors: Switzerland's 
ambitious attempt to explain to the public universities, federal research institutes and 
the current research of Switzerland's sci- scientific academies, and the Swiss Na
entists - closed its gates after a five- tionalScienceFoundation. UnderMiiller's 
month residency in Ziirich. Despite an direction, Heureka has evolved into three 
initially disappointing public response (see exhibitions, rather than one. The scientific 
Nature 351,597; 20 June 1991 ), Heureka organizations' showpiece, a comprehen
has achieved its original break-even target sive display of the best of Swiss research, 
of attracting 900,000 visitors. Its director, takes pride of place, housed in a semicircle 
Georg Miiller, can reflect on a commercial of eight large tents dominating the Heureka 
job well done, particularly given the op- site. But, judging by the distribution of 
position to the project from Zurich's city visitors on a cold late-October morning 
government (largely on environmental and by sheer wear and tear around the 
grounds), which deprived him of SFr4 exhibits, a greater draw for most visitors 
million (about $2.7 million) in expected has been the Galileo tower, an exhibition 
funding and delayed planning permission of science through history, and the series 
until perilously close to the Heureka's of outdoor 'hands on' science exhibits. 
opening. But the extent to which the event The latter, including a tightrope-walking 
achieved its aim of communicating the bicycle balanced by a heavy weight slung 
cutting edge of Swiss research to the aver- several metres beneath its frame, were 
age citizen remains a matter of debate. introduced by Millier after Heureka 
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Some of the tents housing Heureka's main scientific display. 
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opened, to occupy the younger and more 
boisterous visitors to the site. 

Peter Fricker, secretary general of the 
Swiss National Science Foundation, seems 
convinced that the SFr2 million his orga
nization invested in Heureka was money 
well spent, but accepts that not all of 
Heureka's visitors have fully appreciated 
the display of Switzerland's contempo
rary research. "It is rather high-level," 
he says. Indeed, the exhibits are surpris
ingly up to date - the space science sec
tion includes data from the Ulysses solar 
probe, launched one year ago; another 
exhibit features a solar cell developed by 
researchers at the Swiss Federal Polytech
nic in Lausanne and described in Nature 
only last month (353, 737; 24 October 
1991 ). 

Fricker says that one aim of the exhibi
tion was to calm public fear of new tech
nologies. "As far as I can tell, we've suc
ceeded rather well." This has been tackled 
in a commendably open manner: 
Heureka' s exhibit on genetic engineering, 
for example, includes a carefully neutral 
discussion of the possible risks and ben
efits of the technology, and then leaves 
visitors to pin their own comments to a 
notice board. In a country that supports a 
strong environmentalist movement wary 
of new genetic technology, Fricker notes 
with satisfaction the absence of political 
demonstrations at the Heureka site. 

Peter Aldhous 

EUROPEAN COLLABORATION -

Qpen i ng up to the east 
London 
LATER this month, the beleaguered scien
tific communities of Czechoslovakia, Hun
gary and Poland will take a stride towards 
full integration into the mainstream of 
European research collaboration. At a 
meeting in Vienna on 21 and 22 November, 
ministers from the 19 member countries of 
COST (European Cooperation in Science 
and Technology) will welcome the East 
European states into the organization. 

Unfortunately for the new members, 
COST will provide no badly needed re
search cash - the organization merely 
fosters collaborative projects, and has no 
research budget of its own. But COST 
membership is an important intermediate 
step towards eventual acceptance into the 
collaborative research programmes 
sponsored by the European Communities 
(EC). Formed in 1971, COST predates the 
EC's own research programme. Although 
COST has now been overtaken by the EC's 
Framework programme and newer 
schemes such as the French-inspired Eu
reka as the principal vehicle for European 
research collaboration, it still has an im
portant role as a testing ground for col
laborative research projects that have yet 
to win EC backing. 

Peter Aldhous 
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