404 LEITERS TO NATURE o NATURE VOL. 330 26 NOVEMBER 1987

Despite the predominantly divergent nature of most sequence
evolution, parallel and convergent events often occur; these

[N

only rarely have functional explanations for specific replace-
ments been proposed®’. Moreover, when selection for a new
protein function is imposed on bacterial populations in the
converting a conventional mammalian lysozyme into one that
would function well in the stomach fluid of a foregut fermenter. * °
To understand why langur lysozyme has gained sequence simi- ar lc es rO I I ls
functional consequences of the homoplastic replacements iden- . °
tified by our phylogenetic analysis. For evaluation of some of u lc atlon are
the possible consequences, see ref. 27.
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IN this letter Fig. 1¢ was incorrectly printed alongside Fig. 4a
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