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Daniel by himself 
Jacquetta Hawkes 

Some Small Harvest: The Memoirs of Glyn 
Daniel. Thames & Hudson:1986. Pp.448. 
£12.95. 

GLYN Daniel, with characteristic sang­
froid, has chosen the tile of Some Small 
Harvest for one of the bulkiest autobiog­
raphies of recent times: 448 pages and 
over 50 illustrations. The first photograph 
shows a captivating little boy with bright, 
enquiring eyes, perhaps capable of impu­
dence, and stoutly booted for the success­
ful passage through worldly life that is to 
be chronicled in such loving detail. 

Here I must declare an interest. Glyn 
Daniel went up to St John's College, Cam­
bridge, during that dawn of modern 
archaeology , the early 1930s , in the very 
year that I had graduated. He came from a 
small village in South Wales , I from a 
home within half a mile of St John's. We 
both read for the new archaeological tri­
pos and were to pursue the subject, he 
with infinitely greater diligence, for the 
rest of our lives. So it is that I share his 
memories of very many of the individuals 
and the events great and small which fill 
his book. It is hard for me to judge 
whether others, who must read without 
the glow of nostalgia , will find it as appeal­
ing as I do. 

Glyn Daniel not only has an extraordi­
narily retentive memory but through 40 
years has kept a journal which arms him 
with a record that is "contemporary and 
explicit". What is striking about the result­
ing life story is its range and variety. It is 
an exceptional man who, emerging from 
an unworldly yeoman background, could 
become a Wing Commander in India (as 
head of Central Photographic Interpreta­
tion), a brilliantly successful editor of 
Antiquity and of a long series of books of 
the best haute vulgarisation , an adventur­
ous Steward of St John's, a writer on food 
and drink and of detective fiction -- and 
then, when many felt that all this might 
have weakened his scholarly repute, carry 
off the much-honoured Disney Professor­
ship of Archaeology at Cambridge. 

Daniel writes of these achievements, 
interspersed with amusing episodes and 
anecdotes, as though he took life easy as 
the grass grows on the weirs , whereas in 
reality there was within him an iron deter­
mination to succeed and a rare capacity 
for hard work . He has such an enthusiastic 
interest in his own doings that he perhaps 
sometimes falls into triviality and self­
indulgence; there are , for instance, too 
many recipes and wine lists, and accounts 
of lectures and broadcasts -- yet for much 
of the way he carries one along on a tide of 
his own enjoyment. 

For readers of Nature, most attention 

should go to Daniel 's archaeological re­
searches and judgements over half a cen­
tury. Here there is some disappointment . 
He has published several histories of the 
subject and can be excused from all such 
generalities. Yet it would, I think, have 
given more unity to the autobiography 
if he could have interwoven the devel­
opment of archaeological knowledge, 
method and thought with his personal 
story; in particular , if he could have gone 
more fully into the new radiocarbon dat­
ing which appears to have nullified much 
of his extensive research into megalithic 
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Glyn Daniel, aged five - "stoutly booted for the 
successful passage through worldly life", 

monuments , and also examined the pre­
sent anti-diffusionist fashion. For fashion 
I believe it to be : how many publications 
have I read of late where the author is 
plainly forcing his conclusions into the 
"local development" mould. It should be 
added, however, that Glyn Daniel is con­
sistently opposed to what he chooses to 
call "bullshit" archaeology, the outpour­
ings of those who are honestly deluded or 
who deliberately indulge in wild fantasies 
in order to sell their books by the million. 

Standing back to judge Some Small 
Harvest as dispassionately as I can, I am 
convinced that in the long run it will 
remain valuable as a sociological source­
book, a record of Cambridge and especial­
ly college life, of travel and conditions in 
many lands , of the flavour of twentieth­
century archaeology -- and a highly per­
sonal Who 's Who of scores of the notable 
characters the author has known. Viewed 
in this light the very trivia I have criticized 
will be of unique interest for a future gen­
eration , and may be more than forgiven. 

Jacquetta Hawkes, Littlecote, Leysbourne, 
Chipping Camden, Gloucestershire, GL55 
6HL, UK, is an archaeologist and author of, 
among other books, Mortimer Wheeler: Ad­
venturer in Archaeology (Weidenfeld & 
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