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Notes for the laboratory 
From cell culture products to an expert program, this week highlights innovative and usefuL ideas. 

Ventrex Laboratories, Inc. has recently 
introduced neutrally buoyant glass micro­
carrier beads (Reader Service No. 100). 
Typical Ventreglas beads have a specific 
gravity of only 1.03 making the vigorous 
stirring speeds that retard cell growth, but 
are required with heavier beads, unneces­
sary. Ventrex's beads are polystyrene 
coated with glass, and are therefore 

The Ventreglas bead: unsinkable 

capable of withstanding cleaning by tryp­
sinization, chromic acid, or alcohol. 
Ventreglas beads are also autoclavable. 
The beads come in a variety of diameters 
ranging from 90-210 !lm, and a 25 g 
sample is available for $100 (US). 

Statistical Programs' new expert com­
puter system, EXPERtlMENTAL DE­
SIGN, eases the selection of statistical de­
signs for data analysis (Reader Service 
No. 101). Through a question-and-answer 
format, the program ranks the suitability 
of 13 designs, ranging from factorial to 
Box-Behnken analysis, to the user's ex­
periment. Uncertainty in the user's 
answers is dealt with by assigning desir­
abilities and manipulating them according 
to fuzzy set theory. Accompanied by a 
user's manualincluding a tutorial, the pro­
grammed floppy diskette sells for $295 
(US), and is written for 256K IBM PC/XTI 
AT. 

Mycoplasma contamination need not 
plague your cell cultures and influence 
your experimental results, now that the 
American Type Culture Collection is 
offering their new mycoplasma detection 
service (Reader Service No. 102). 
ATCC's procedure costs $50 (US) each 
for 1-10 samples, and utilizes both a direct 
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and an indirect assay to determine if sus­
pect cultures are affected. The direct assay 
involves a total incubation time of 28 days, 
according to ATCC, while the indirect 
assay (using a fluorochrome staining pro­
cedure) can be accomplished within a 
week. 

The membrane-based culture plate in­
serts for epithelial cell culture available 
from Millipore allow in vitro cultures to 
closely mimic cells grown in vivo by pro­
viding cells with both serosal and mucosal 
contact with media (Reader Service No. 
103). Millicell-HA inserts come presteril­
ized in blister packages for convenience, 
and are produced in a 12 mm configura­
tion to fit 24-well plates, as well as a 30 mm 
configuration appropriate for 6-well 

plates. Available since June 1986 in the 
United States, Millicell-HA inserts are 
now available in the United Kingdom, and 
are priced at £50-70 (UK) (depending on 
size) for a box of 50. 

Taconic, Inc. eliminates worries over 
clinically silent infections in laboratory 
animals with its free bimonthly Lab 
Animal Health Report (Reader Service 
No. 104). Each edition will feature a dif­
ferent strain, and will outline the battery 
of tests to which Taconic mice and rats are 
subjected, along with ratios of incidence 
of infection. Available to any researcher 
using mice and rats, Taconic's reports will 
allow experimenters to exclude subclinical 
infection from other influential variables 
in the interpretation of results. 0 
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SAFE-FRITTM FUNNELS 

Safe-lab's NEW fritted glass 
funnels feature a removable, 
unbreakable polypropylene 
stem just below the fritted 
glass disc. This unique design 
eliminates the danger of 
broken glass funnel tips and 
permits easy cleaning from 
both sides. Removable stem 
allows you to set the funnel 
top on counter or directly 
inside an oven or desiccator 
for drying, without the danger 
of tipping or spilling. 
Polypropylene has excellent 
chemical resistance and 
threads will not leak, even at 
high-vacuum. 

SAFE-FRIT'" 
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Call or write for a FREE catalog: 
Safe-Lab, Inc., P.O. Box 1290, 

Santee, CA 92071 
(619)448-9100 

Reader Service No.28 

Versatile Tissue Culture I 
Incubator 
Modular Incubator 
Chamber (the Celli 
Sphere·M

) for all 
tissue cultures, 
aerobic or 
anaerobic. 

Low 
Cost 

Eliminates evaporation loss and contamination. Easy 
to use - flush with gas mixture, seal, place at appro· 
priate temperature. Stackable, see-through. Quantity 
discounts. billups-rothenberg, inc., pob 977, Del 
Mar, CA USA 92014. Call 619·755·3309 or contact 
your Flow Laboratories representative. 

Reader Service No.7 

MICRO-TOOL MAKING! 
then you need the 

SINGER MICROFORGE 

Write to: Singer Instrument Co Ltd, Treborough Lodge, Road­
water, Watchel, SomersetT An OOL, England. Tel: (0984) 40226. 

T alex. 337492 Comcab G. 

Reader Service No.50 

LIPOSOMES 
REPRODUCIBLE - HOMOGENEOUS -

EXTREMELY RAPID 

Our new LlPOSOMAT guarantees rapid 
(5ml within 60 minutes) preparation of 
uniformly sized unilamellar liposomes. 
Liposome size is selectable between 25 
and ca. 600 nm diameter. Sample volume 
is normally 5-1 Omlor up to 200m I if used 
in combination with an additional instru­
ment. Lipid concentration can be up to 
300 mg/ml. 
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