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            Abstract
Female mate choice is central to the theory of sexual selection1, but much of the evidence for the basis of this choice is inconclusive2â€“4. First, non-random mating may occur because of male-male competition3; and second, even if females can be shown to be choosing mates it is often difficult to tell exactly on what criteria they are choosing. Possible criteria include male genes5â€“10, parental ability3 and quality of the resources held by males11,12, but in the wild these factors are often interdependent3. Here we report a field experiment with pied flycatchers that eliminates the correlation between male characteristics and territory quality. We find that age, size, plumage colour and song repertoire of males are all uninfluential in female choice, and that territory quality is the single most important criterion.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more



Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more



Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Bumblebees socially learn behaviour too complex to innovate alone
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         06 March 2024
                                    

                                

                                Alice D. Bridges, Amanda Royka, â€¦ Lars Chittka

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        New estimates indicate that males are not larger than females in most mammal species
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         12 March 2024
                                    

                                

                                Kaia J. Tombak, Severine B. S. W. Hex & Daniel I. Rubenstein

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The evolution of same-sex sexual behaviour in mammals
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         03 October 2023
                                    

                                

                                JosÃ© M. GÃ³mez, A. GÃ³nzalez-MegÃas & M. VerdÃº

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                References
	Darwin, C. The Descent of Man, and Selection in Relation to Sex (Murray, London, 1871).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Halliday, T. R. in Behavioural Ecology. An Evolutionary Approach (eds Krebs, J. R. & Davies, N. B.) 180â€“213 (Blackwell, Oxford, 1978).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Halliday, T. R. in Mate Choice (ed. Bateson, P.) 3â€“32 (Cambridge University Press, 1983).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Partridge, L. in Mate Choice (ed. Bateson, P.) 227â€“255 (Cambridge University Press, 1983).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Zahavi, A. J. theor. Biol 53, 205â€“214 (1975).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	O'Donald, P. Genetic Models of Sexual Selection (Cambridge University Press, 1980).
MATHÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Lande, R. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 78, 3721â€“3725 (1981).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Andersson, M. J. Linn, Soc. 17, 375â€“393 (1982).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hamilton, W. D. & Zuk, M. Science 218, 384â€“387 (1982).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kirkpatrik, M. Evolution 36, 1â€“12 (1982).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Davies, N. B. in Behavioural Ecology. An Evolutionary Approach (eds Krebs, J. R. & Davies, N. B.) 317â€“350 (Blackwell, Oxford, 1978).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Askenmo, C. E. H. Anim. Behav. 32, 972â€“980 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Alatalo, R. V., Carlson, A., Lundberg, A. & Ulfstrand, S. Am. Nat. 117, 738â€“753 (1981).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Alatalo, R. V., Lundberg, A. & StÃ¥hlbrandt, K. Anim. Behav. 30, 585â€“593 (1982).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Alatalo, R. V., Lundberg, A. & StÃ¥hlbrandt, K. Behav. EcoL Sociobiol 14, 253â€“261 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Brooke, M. de L. J. Anim. EcoL 48 21â€“32 (1979).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	von Haartman, L. Ibis 98, 460â€“475 (1956).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Alatalo, R. V., Gustafsson, L. & Lundberg, A. Am. Nat. 127, 241â€“245 (1986).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Nilsson, S. G. Ibis 126, 407â€“410 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Alatalo, R. V., Lundberg, A. & Ulfstrand, S. in Habitat Selection in Birds (ed. Cody, M. L.) 59â€“83 (Academic, Orlando, 1985).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Zoology, Uppsala University, Box 561, S-751 22, Uppsala, Sweden
Rauno V. Alatalo,Â Arne LundbergÂ &Â Carolyn Glynn


Authors	Rauno V. AlataloView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Arne LundbergView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Carolyn GlynnView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Alatalo, R., Lundberg, A. & Glynn, C. Female pied flycatchers choose territory quality and not male characteristics.
                    Nature 323, 152â€“153 (1986). https://doi.org/10.1038/323152a0
Download citation
	Received: 17 March 1986

	Accepted: 06 June 1986

	Issue Date: 11 September 1986

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/323152a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Pre-migratory flights in migrant songbirds: the ecological and evolutionary importance of understudied exploratory movements
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Zephyr ZÃ¼st
	Andrey Mukhin
	Heiko Schmaljohann


                                
                                Movement Ecology (2023)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Male territorial aggression and fitness in collared flycatchers: a long-term study
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Eszter SzÃ¡sz
	MÃ³nika Jablonszky
	LÃ¡szlÃ³ Zsolt Garamszegi


                                
                                The Science of Nature (2019)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Evolution of resident bird breeding phenology in a landscape with heterogeneous resource phenology and carryover effects
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Nadiah Pardede Kristensen
	Jacob Johansson
	Henrik G. Smith


                                
                                Evolutionary Ecology (2018)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Beauty alone is insufficient: female mate choice in the barn swallow
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Masaru Hasegawa


                                
                                Ecological Research (2018)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Females of a gift-giving spider do not trade sex for food gifts: a consequence of male deception?
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Irene Pandulli-Alonso
	AgustÃn Quaglia
	Maria J. Albo


                                
                                BMC Evolutionary Biology (2017)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    








