
Letter to the Editor

Spinal Cord (2006) 44, 335. doi:10.1038/sj.sc.3101882; published online 6 December 2005

In reply to Dr J Silver

We thank Dr Silver for his interest and for drawing our
attention to previous papers.

In clinical practice we are familiar with the phenom-
enon of cord oedema and paralysis in street drug users.

In the case described we found such a close and
instantaneous temporal and anatomical relationship of
the injection to the damaged cord that we believe there
must have been immediate arterial damage, at the
instant of injection.

We believe that street Heroin injected peripherally, as
described by Dr Silver, is likely to cause myelopathy by
a different mechanism.
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