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and the council's Solar System committee 
has decided that this cannot be afforded 
given the current financial stringencies. 

The final decision, as far as SERC is con
cerned, rests with its Astronomy, Space 
and Radio Board. No formal approach has 
yet been made to NERC about the SLR, 
although NERC is "aware of the problem" 
and may reach a formal decision by the 
autumn. The impression given by an SERC 
spokesman at a recent Royal Society 
meeting was that, unless a more coherent 
geodesy/geophysics programme is put for
ward in the near future, SERC is reluctant
ly, ready to wash its hands of its invest
ment. The only other way in which SERC 
may continue to fund the project is if 
the consultative commitee (involving the 
Treasury, the Department of Education 
and Science and SERC) recommends, and 
the Treasury agrees, that SERC can be 
reimbursed for the extra money that has 
had to be spent on foreign subscriptions. 

Philip Campbell 

Aids for AIDS 
Washington 
A NEW medical journal devoted to basic 
research and clinical observation on the 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
(AIDS) is to start publication in the United 
States next month. Its publisher, Mary 
Ann Liebert, has promised to contribute 20 
per cent of the profit from the journal to 
AIDS research and treatment. 

The contribution from AIDS Research 
will take the form of an unrestricted grant 
to the AIDS Medical Foundation in New 
York, a non-profit organization set up in 
May to augment government funding for 
research on the disease. Dr Joseph 
Sonnabend, a virologist and micro
biologist with a private medical 
practice in Manhattan, is to be editor of the 
new journal and chief medical officer of 
the foundation. Nobel laureate David 
Baltimore is expected to become a trustee 
for the foundation. 

Dr Mathilde Krim, the foundation's 
chairman and a member of the Sloan
Kettering Institute for cancer Research, 
said the organization intended to raise 
money from government, private 
individuals and corporate donors. She said 
the foundation would keep overheads to a 
minimum so that most of the contributions 
received would go directly to research. A 
spokesman for the foundation said It had 
received between $20,000 and $30,000 
towards starting up costs from the 
Mathilde and Arthur B. Krim Foundation. 
The Hoffman-La Roche and Schering 
foundations had also promised to 
contribute. 

The initial priorities of the foundation 
include the establishment of a repository 
of biological specimens obtained from 
volunteer patients and the creation of an 
AIDS clinic offering free outpatient 
treatment and counselling. Peter David 
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UK university research 

Industrial links urged 
THE British Government should spend at 
least £15 million a year to encourage 
universities and other institutes of higher 
education to forge better links with in
dustry says a new report (Improving 
Research Links between Higher Education 
and Industry) commissioned by the Prime 
Minister, Margaret Thatcher. The report, 
undertaken by the Advisory Council for 
Applied Research and Development 
(ACARD) in collaboration with the Ad
visory Board for the Research Councils 
(ABRC), says that the initiative must lie 
with the universities but that industry must 
respond. 

It suggests two principal ways in which 
the extra £15 million should be spent. The 
first it calls a pump-priming fund. The 
fund of £5 million a year would be used to 
build up the infrastructure needed for ef
fective cooperation with industry in those 
institutes of higher education that lack it. 
The money might, for example, pay for an 
industrial liaison officer or measures to 
promote an exchange of staff with in
dustry. 

Secondly, there should be an industrial 
seed corn fund to act as a further incentive 
to institutes that already collaborate fruit
fully with industry and to support their ex
tra collaborative efforts. The seed corn 
fund, half of which should come from the 
Department of Industry, would operate on 
the Matthew principle that to those who 
already have, more shall be given. Each in
stitute would receive a sum from the fund 
equal to 25 per cent of that which it earned 
in the previous year through contracts and 
consultancies from the private sector and 
the public trading sector. From figures sub
mitted in evidence the councils estimate 
that the total sum earned by institutes in 
that way is currently £40 million a year (an 
average of £600,000 per university and 
£80,000 per polytechnic). Within five 
years, in part through the measures pro
posed in the report, the councils estimate 
that the figure will have risen to £100 
million. 

The report also repeats the oft-heard 
(from ACARD, the universities and 
others) call for the British Technology 
Group to lose its right of first refusal on in
ventions made at universities with funds 
from the research councils. The British 
Technology Group might instead provide 
professional advice to the institutes on how 
to exploit their inventions. Other measures 
to aid exploitation should include the com
pilation and publication of a comprehen
sive list of the expertise, services and 
research programmes available at the in
stitutes and a network of brokers to act on 
the institutes' behalf. 

As to current research in universities and 
polytechnics, the report says: ''We have no 
desire to undermine excellent research and 
scholarship of any kind ... But it must be 

admitted that some work may be of less 
urgency, importance and even interest." 
So, the report concludes, the institutes 
need to replace research in "worked-out" 
areas by areas of greater potential that are 
also "likely to benefit from the stimulus of 
applied research allied to them". 

In addition, the University Grants Com
mittee should insist that individual univer
sities decide on the proportion of its funds 
and time it wishes to devote to research (an 
average of 30 per cent is suggested) so that 
the committee can allocate an appropriate 
and identified sum for research to each 
university and ensure that the sum is used 
for that. 

With the statement that ''many 
academics expressed regret that much of 
their industrial work was for foreign com
panies", the report exhorts British in
dustrialists to initiate more links with 
universities and polytechnics. Its most con
crete suggestion in that direction is that 
bodies on which there is a high level 
representation of industry should urge 
firms to establish and maintain such links. 
It proposes that interested industries might 
club together in various groups, fostered 
by the Royal Society for the Encourage
ment of Arts, Manufactures and Com
merce, better, but misleadingly in the con
text, known as the Royal Society of Arts. 

Peter Newmark 

BIRMINGHAM University's news magazine 
University & Industry is an attempt to interest a 
wider section of industry in what is going on at 
the university. The 8-page magazine is to be 
distributed three or four times a year with most 
of the 15,000 copies going to businesses in the 
East Midlands area. The main difference bet
ween University & Industry and other informa
tion sheets for industry issued in the past is the 
''popular" style of presentation and the efforts 
being put into extracting readable stories from 
the university's departments. D 
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