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West Bank universities 

Agreement without accord -as yet 
researcher: "What would happen to the 
Arab-populated sections of the Galilee if, 
as you suggest, Israel withdrew to her 1967 
borders and a Palestinian State were 
established in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip?" Taken aback, but still smiling, 
Tamari replied: "That would depend on 
how Galilee Arabs were treated. If they 

Rehovot 
SoME ten years ago Israeli and Palestinian 
academics began small, essentially 
clandestine meetings to discuss the 
possibility of working together. Now there 
are more frequent campus gatherings 
where Isrialis and Palestinians alike can say 
in public what they had previously dared 
say only in private. 

In the last days of 1982 the Weizmann 
Institute of Science in Rehovot held such a 
meeting for the first time. It was something 
of a milestone for this prestigious 
institution to act as host, and a lively and 
well mannered discussion took place in the 
institute's jam-packed Schmidt 
Auditorium. 

Setting the tone of the meeting, the 
chairman Professor Joel Gat (a chemist) 
said that' 'the time has come for Weizmann 
Institute scientists long familiar with 
Princeton and Oxford to become 
acquainted with institutions like Bir Zeit, 
which are just around the corner". 
Seconding him, physicist Avraham Rinat 
attacked "extremists" - such as Rabbi 
Kahane on one side and George Habash on 
the other - who argue that the gulf 
between Arabs and Jews is unbridgeable. 
He added, "Dialogue between the two 
peoples is an act of reason, not of treason" . 
Salim Tamari, Bir Zeit instructor in 
sociology, said that most Palestinians were 
now ready to come to terms with the 
existence of a state of Israel. He went on to 
claim that most of the staff and students at 
Bir Zeit, with the exception of the Moslem 
fundamentalists, favoured the 
establishment of a West Bank-Gaza Strip 
Palestinian state that would live in peace 
with Israel. 

Khalil Mahshi, an educationalist and 
assistant to the dean of Bir Zeit's faculty of 
social science, listed the proliferating 
institutions of higher education on the 
West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. In 
Mahshi's view, too many academic centres 
are competing for a limited number of 
students and financial resources. What is 
required, he argued, is a greater emphasis 
on quality in education. 

Bir Zeit assistant professor Rita 
Giacaman criticized the Israeli military 
authorities for having closed Bir Zeit from 
time to time and for harassing its students. 
She accused them of using "brutal and 
repressive" methods, and of trying to 
prevent the development of a Palestinian 
intelligentsia. 

When pressed by members of the 
audience to explain how it was that West 
Bank universities had emerged only after 
1967, under Israeli rule, she said that this 
was partly because, after 1967, those living 
on the West Bank had greater difficulty 
getting to outside universities, and that 
what had happened was a natural 
development that would have taken place 

in any case. 
But the Palestinian academics were also 

critical of the lack of freedom at 
universities in the surrounding countries. 
And when Mahshi was asked to compare 
what had happened at Bir Zeit with the 
situation at Amman University, he replied: 
"Maybe we have more freedom than is 
available to people in the Arab countries. 
But we are asking for the freedom that is 
available in Israel" . 

According to Dr Giacaman, formal 
exchange agreements between West Bank 
and Israeli institutions are not likely at this 
stage, although there is room for 
cooperation between individuals. She 
herself has been in close contact with public 
health experts at the Hebrew University for 
the past three years because "after a long 
process of dialogue, trust was 
established" . 

Since the Israeli authorities have 
apparently abandoned their attempt to 
force foreign lecturers at West Bank 
universities to pledge that they will not 
support the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO), this issue was hardly 
touched upon. And while the Bir Zeit 
people complained bitterly about the 
banning of books and periodicals in the 
West Bank that were freely available in 
Israel, none suggested that they were told 
what they could or could not teach. 

Discussion at the Weizmann evening was 
so polite that some thorny issues - such as 
the reported PLO financing of West Bank 
universities and PLO terrorism - were 
virtually ignored. 

At a subsequent gathering in a campus 
home, however, Tamari was faced with a 
difficult question from an institute 
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Insititutions on the West Bank and in the Gaza 
Strip: Bir Zeit (2,(){)() students); El Najah 
(2,500); University oj Bethlehem (1,200); the 
Islamic College oj Hebron (1,200) and the 
Islamic College oJ Gaza (l,300students). 
enjoyed real equality, they would 
undoubtedly wish to remain Israelis. If 
not," he said with a shrug of his shoulders, 
"who knows?" 

Clearly there are many issues to be 
resolved before there can be a true 
rapprochement between Israelis and 
Palestinians. Yet many Israeli academics 
feel it is worth fostering a dialogue between 
the two groups. In the words of Weizmann 
Institute physicist Harry Lipkin, meetings 
such as this are "very much like the story of 
the talking horse ... it's not what he said 
that was important; it's important that he 
talked at all" . Necbemia Meyers 
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The Nature Biotechnology Index for December 1982 stands at 157.5 compared with 157.4 for 
November. Base is 100 as of25 June 1982. Previous indexes appeared in Nature 12 August, p.599; 
9 September, p.lOl; 14 October, p.573; 11 November, p.lOl; and 9 December, p.475. Close of the 
month prices are the closing prices on the last Friday of each month. Where stocks are traded over 
the counter, the price quoted is the bid price. Where stocks are traded on the American Stock 
Exchange and New York Stock Exchange, the price quoted is the transaction price. Data from E.F. 
Hutton Inc. t Price adjusted to reflect issue of 1.2 million shares of additional stock. 

* New high or low for calendar year. 
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