
674 News 

Canada's seals 

Who's cooking what books? 
The toughly worded resolution 

approved by the EEC's environment 
ministers last week to introduce a ban on 
the import of seal pup skins by its member 
states comes amid growing concern that the 
government of Canada (the country most 
affected by the ban) is making improper 
use of scientific data to support its 
opposition. 

The relevant scientific questions concern 
trends and sizes of stocks of harp seals and 
hooded seals. A recent statement by the 
Canadian Fisheries and Oceans Minister 
Pierre de Bane that an October report by an 
ad hoc working group of the International 
Council for the Exploration of the Sea 
(ICES) took a "neutral position regarding 
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the hooded seal herd" is described in an 
EEC memorandum as "utterly wrong and 
totally without foundation", and catch 
figures quoted by Mr de Bane are described 
as ''wrong''. As to the harp seal, the ICES 
conclusion - cited in a Canadian govern
ment advertisement - that stocks in the 
north-west Atlantic probably increased 
between the late 1960s and the late 1970s 
has since been put down to statistical 
artefact by several experts. 

An attempt three weeks ago by the EEC 
Environment Council to reach a decision 
on the proposed ban foundered amid con
fusion over what legal instrument should 
be used and what paragraph in the Treaty 
of Rome should form a basis for the 
decision. Enthusiasm for the ban ranged 
from lukewarm (United Kingdom) to fer
vent (the Netherlands and Italy). The 
resolution finally approved, unlike a 
regulation or a directive, is flexible and is 
not legally enforcible. 

Since the abortive meeting of three 
weeks ago, the Canadian government has 
placed advertisements in daily newspapers 
in several European countries claiming that 
the ICES report, which has been com
missioned by Canada and the EEC, 
''unanimously reported that the harp seal 
stock of the North West Atlantic has grown 
significantly during the past decade." 
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According to one scientist whose work 
formed an integral part of the ICES review, 
this conclusion "simply isn't there". 

The ICES report estimated stocks of 
harp seals in the late 1960s at 1.2-1.6 
million, while in the late 1970s the estimate 
is 1.5-2.0million; it says, however, that the 
possibility that the herd had in fact de
creased over this period was "not 
negligible". It is now thought that the 
suggestion of an increase is due entirely to a 
statistical artefact resulting from an 
attempt to compare estimates based on dif
ferent methods. 

On the question of the much less 
numerous hooded seal, the advertisements 
say "there is no indication that this species 
is in any way endangered''. This contrasts 
sharply with an earlier study commissioned 
by the EEC from the British Nature 
Conservancy Council (NCC), which con
cluded that there was a risk that both 
species would be endangered by a continu
ation of the present rates of exploitation, 
with the hooded seal being most at peril. 
The ICES report in fact concluded simply 
that insufficient data are available to pro
vide estimates of hooded seal stocks. Dr 
Sidney Holt, vice-chairman of the Inter
national Union for the Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources, himself a 
marine mammal specialist, has described 
the Canadian claims as "gross distortions" 
of the study's conclusions. 

Mr Brian Casey, First Secretary at the 
Canadian High Commission in London, 
said of the NCC study that the conclusions 
were swayed by bias and that anyway it was 
invalidated by the ICES study. A Canadian 
government document also describes the 
NCC study group as "completely 
dominated by dedicated opponents of the 
seal hunt" and says NCC is "flagrantly 
selective" in its use of data. But the two 
scientists who drafted the NCC report also 
sat on the ICES working party. 

The questions considered by the NCC 
and ICES reports were substantially dif
ferent, and there are in fact few actual 
points of disagreement. The NCC report 
considered long-term changes in the total 
stocks of both species, whereas the ICES 
report was confined to short -term trends in 
stocks in the north-west Atlantic. The 
ICES report actually supports NCC's 
finding that there is a severe shortage of 
data on hooded seal stocks, which makes 
reliable estimates of population sizes 
impossible. It now appears that it ought 
also to agree with the NCC's conclusion 
that it is uncertain whether harp seal stocks 
are increasing or declining. But all this un
certainty may soon be cleared up. The 
Canadian government is advocating an 
International Convention on North 
Atlantic Sealing to provide for expert study 
and management of all aspects of the seal 
hunt. Tim Beardsley & Jasper Becker 
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Migrant academics 

Mobile Harvard 
Washington 

Last week, Harvard physicist Sheldon 
("Shelly") Glashow, who shared the I979 
Nobel prize, denied widespread rumours 
that he had been offered a job at Texas 
A & M university at College Station at an 
annual salary of $250,000. But Glashow 
did say he was considering moving there, 
had visited the university and looked at 
property. His wife has also visited. Clinton 
A. Phillips, dean of the faculty at Texas 
A & M, confirmed that ''we are in a nego
tiation phase" with Glashow, who may 
spend a year "to see how he likes it". 

Glashow would be a catch for the 
university, which sits on the prairie more 
than 100 miles from Austin and 90 miles 
from Houston. Twenty years ago, it had 
10,000 students and not a strong reputa
tion. But the state had set aside land in 
West Texas to help provide for the school, 
and, like other land in Texas, it had oil 
under it. So in the 1970s, while the endow
ments of other, better-known universities 
shrank, this permanent fund that serves 
Texas A & M and also the University of 
Texas at Austin, climbed to $1,700million 
-comparable with Harvard's endowment. 

Texas A & M has recently lured a new 
dean to the college of science, John 
Fackler, a chemist from Case Western 
Reserve, and provided him with funds for 
laboratory facilities and staff to continue 
his research there. Arthur Hansen, 
formerly president of Purdue University, 
started as chancellor of Texas A & M last 
July and was provided with a new home 
which, Phillips said, cost almost $1 million. 

Phillips believes history as well as money 
is on his side. "In the beginning in this 
country there was the Ivy League. Then 
other universities came to be stars: the 
University of Chicago, Berkeley and 
Stanford grew in stature. Now our time has 
come". 

Two things have clouded what otherwise 
seems to be a case of honest academic 
piracy. The first was that the university's 
interest in Glashow became known after it 
hired a new football coach for a com
parable figure including television rights 
and other benefits. The president and 
chancellor received rises soon after, just to 
keep their dignity, so to speak. Nonethe
less, the new coach had a bad season. 

Texas A & M's arch-rival in football is 
the University of Texas at Austin, which is 
entitled to two-thirds of the benefits of the 
permanent fund. In talking to Glashow, 
Texas A & M may be trying to rival Austin 
in physics, too. In January 1982, Steven 
Weinberg, also a well-known Harvard 
physicist with a Nobel prize, decided to 
move to the Austin physics department, re
joining his wife, a professor of law, who in 
1980 had joined the faculty of the Law 
School of the University of Texas at 
Austin. Weinberg's salary is rumoured to 
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