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unacceptably exaggerate the northern 
latitudes, whilst the large and well-chosen 
glossary is occasionally somewhat opaque 
in its definitions. 

But these are all quibbles. This encyclo
paedia is both elegant and informative. 
The editor and his contributors are to be 
congratulated on providing what is really a 
colourful and modern Polunin (Introduc
tion to Plant Geography and Some Related 

Christmas Books Supplement 

Sciences, published by Longman in 1960). 
It should prove of enormous value to both 
sixth formers and undergraduates, as well 
as to a wider readership of naturalists and 
botanists. D 

Philip Stott is a Lecturer in Biogeography at the 
School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London, and author ofHistorical 
Plant Geography (George Allen & Unwin, 
1981). 

Other men's flowers, other men's gardens 
Sandra Raphael 

The Illustration of Plants & Gardens 
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ISBN 0-11-290375-4; pbk ISBN 0-11-
290331-2. (HMSO/Kraus Thomson: 
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The Origins of Garden Plants. By John 
Fisher. Pp.338. ISBN 0-09-463760- I. 
(Constable: 1982.) £12.95. 

VERA Kaden's collection of pictures taken 
from botanical and gardening books in the 
library of the Victoria and Albert Museum 
made a good first impression on me by 
using a beautiful Ehret drawing of a lily -
one of my favourites - to adorn its dust 
jacket. The source of the illustrations 
selected indicates that the books and manu
scripts were chosen for aesthetic appeal 
rather than purely botanical interest, but 
such a limitation does not, of course, 
exclude most of the greatest plant books; 
nor, indeed, does it detract from the book's 
contents. 

A short introduction, sparingly 
decorated with black-and-white illustra
tions, canters briskly through a potted 
history of garden design, with excursions to 
provide necessary details of herbals and 
flower books and the processes by which 
they were illustrated. There is also a brief 
account of floral symbolism. 

The remaining two-thirds of the book is 
made up of plates, about half of them in 

from the late fifteenth century and ending 
with a couple of plates from Victorian 
albums of flower paintings. The plants and 
the gardens go hand in hand, with pictures 
to show changing tastes in design, from the 
enclosed mediaeval garden to architectural 
Italian ones, formal patterns from France 
and the English style of landscaping. 
Nearly all the colour plates, reasonably 
enough, are devoted to the work of the 
flower painters, with Maria Sibylla 
Merian, Ehret, Redoute and Franz Bauer 
representing the greatest of them. 
Altogether the book makes an attractive 
guide for those taking their first steps in 
garden history. 

John Fisher's book, The Origins of 
Garden Plants, also offers background 
information to the curious gardener, in this 
case on the subject of plant-hunting and 
the introduction of some of the botanical 
immigrants now comfortably settled in the 
British Isles. The book starts with a couple 
of chapters on the native plants of Britain 
before going on to those cultivated for 
medicinal and other purposes in mediaeval 
times. Then we are launched into the search 
for decorative plants, which very often ran 
parallel with the exploration of new 
colonies. Almost every part of the world 
has been visited by amateur or professional 
plant-hunters, with obvious consequences 
in the range of plants now available to us
the rhododendron belt of the Home 
Counties would not have been possible 
without Hooker's Indian journeys and the 
Chinese collections of several French and 
British explorers; and several of the species 
of conifer covering all too many of our hills 
are the descendants of the North American 
discoveries of David Douglas and his 

] contemporaries. 
Collectors in Europe began with 

_§ attempts to identify the plants described by 
classical writers. The seventeenth century 
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brought the first great wave of introduc
tions from the New World, many (includ
ing Tradescantia virginiana) via the 
gardens of the Tradescants, father and son. 
The French in Canada and the southern 
part of the continent sent back plants to 
Paris, the Spaniards in South America to 
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colour, all with descriptive captions. The 
arrangement is more or less chronological, 
starting with the earliest woodcuts of plants 

Madrid. French missionary priests, par
ticularly in China, sent home plants as well 
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as the first report of the giant panda. 
In the late eighteenth and early nine

teenth century, Sir Joseph Banks, First as a 
collector, later as the impresario of other 
men's travels, commanded the field. His 
patronage, allied with that of the Royal and 
Horticultural Societies and Kew Gardens 
- all three institutions firmly under 
Banks's wing - sent professional 
collectors across the globe; South Africa, 
Australia, China and Japan were all areas 
in which he was interested. Later other 
patrons or nurserymen financed major 
expeditions, a pattern that lasted to 
relatively recent times and the journeys of 
Ludlow and Sherriff and of Kingdon
Ward. Now the flood of new plants has 
slackened a little and efforts are being 
made to prevent the loss of older species 
driven into neglect by the vagaries of 
horticultural fashion. 

The subject of Mr Fisher's book must 
appeal to any gardener with the slightest 
interest in the history of the plants he or she 
grows. The text, however, is not always 

accurate; nor are the captions to the 
illustrations. No one reading the book 
would guess that the Chelsea Physic 
Garden still survives, although its future 
seems once again to be in jeopardy. And it 
is said that Robert Brown, his Australian 
travels over, was "afterwards librarian of 
the Linnean Society". He did not stay in 
that position, though, for he was Banks's 
botanical heir, an eminent scientist in his 
own right and eventually President of the 
Linnean too. 

The author notes of John Bartram, an 
eighteenth-century Quaker naturalist 
living in Pennsylvania, "His spelling 
remained consistently unreliable". A 
similar warning is needed here, for Mr 
Fisher's book appears to have escaped both 
copy-editing and proof-reading. Spelling 
in English and Latin is equally eccentric: 
even dates are often wrong. Let the buyer 
enjoy this pleasant book, but also beware 
of trusting the accuracy of the details. lJ 

Sandra Raphael is Senior Editor (Natural 
History) in the Dictionary Department of 
Oxford University Press. She is currently 
working on a new edition of Wilfrid Blunt's The 
Art of Botanicallllustration. 
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