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A letter to Leonid Brezhnev. • • 
Secretary Ge nera l of the Communis t Party 
a nd President of the Counci l of the Supreme Sovie t , 
Leonid Brezhnev, Moscow, Kremlin 

Sir , 

We have fo llowe d with great interest your remarks in the press a nd on television, 
on the occasion of your latest visit to Bonn, e xpressing yo ur concern for the 
mainte na nce of world peace. This concern is sha red by all responsible and 
thinking people throughout the world, independentl y of thei r ideological differences, 
and we s ta nd with you in your desire to preserve huma ni ty from destruction. 

At t he t ime of yo ur visit, however, we were shaken by t he news tha t your country's 
Nobe l Peace Pri zewinner, Prof. Andrei Sakharov, and his wife, Yelena Bonner, 
had embar ked on a hunge r strike of unlimited duration. The ensui ng r esponse 
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of the Soviet governme nt, a verting the danger to the Sakharovs' lives , was seen 
by t he e nt ire wor ld as .a n act of humanitarianism. Indeed, we recognize in yo ur 
government 's ac tion an important contri bution to dtft e nte, a regard fo r human 
rights bei ng basic to and insepara ble from the searc h fo r peace. 

The awardi ng of the Nobel Peace Pri ze to Andre i Sakharov acknowledges that 
he engaged himse lf unequivocall y in the interests of world peace, inde pendentl y 
of his !'iuccesses in physics. This recognit ion of Prof. Sakharov is a t r ibute aJ so 
to all you r countrymen who , like our own, are fill e d wi t h the sincere desire 
[or the peacef ul coe xis tenc e of all nat ions following t he dreadful sa cri fi ces 
of the Second Worl d War. 

In J a nuar y 1980, Prof. Sakharov was exil ed to Gorky, wi thout benefit of a court 
t rial or ha ving been sentenced. 

As members of the international scientific comm unity, we fee l we cannot ignore 
the ci rc umstanc e that Prof. Sakharov, in hi s two years of ex ile, has been unable 
to car ry o ut his scie ntific work. We see he re a clear threa t to the freedom of 
scient ific endeavour, a nd indeed to the freedom of the human spirit. 

We therefore appeal to you to accede to Sakharov's repeated reques t for a fu!J 
tr ial , or to allow hi m to re turn t o his work at the Soviet Academy of Sciences . 

Prof.Dr. GabrJe Je Ta ug ner 

have written that has had any effect at all; 
those of us who think NIH has been dis
mantling the guidelines too fast still feel as 
strongly as ever, but we see no evidence that 
anyone listened to what we were saying", 
says Dr Susan Wright of the University of 
Michigan . 

Most of the letters received by NIH's 
Office of Recombinant DNA Activities 
from individual members of the scientific 
community, commenting on the two 
published proposals, support the more 
radical revision, which would make the 
guidelines voluntary. This support, the 
apparent waning of public concern over the 
potential hazards of recombinant DNA 
research, legislative efforts to spur the 
commercial application of genetic en
gineering, and the anti-regulatory leaning 
of the Reagan Administration appear to 
favour a move towards less control. 

The single factor which could prevent 
this, however, is a resurgent militancy in 
communities in different parts of the 
country, particularly where new debates 
about the safety of the research have been 
triggered by the ambitious plans of the 
genetic engineering industry. 

Both the Boston Biohazards Committee 
and the Cambridge Biosafety Committee, 
for example, have written to NIH 
expressing their opposition to any move 
that would make the guidelines voluntary. 

In California, the state assembly's health 
committee has recently held two hearings 
on the growth of biotechnology companies 
in the state and the current status of federal 
safety regulations. The chairman of the 
committee, Mr Art Torres, says he would 
consider introducing legislation enforcing 
the guidelines if NIH made them voluntary. 

With a large proportion of the nation's 
genetic engineering research taking place in 
California, threats of state legislation arc 
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not being treated idly by NIH. In the past , 
university scientists have made strenuous 
efforts to prevent Congress from enacting 
legislation that would turn the NIH 
guidelines into broad legal requirements; 
indeed, this has frequently been the 
motivation behind NIH's agreement to 
accept tougher restrictions on the research 
than it would have liked. David Dickson 

Lead additives in petrol 

New offensive 
A well-organized campaign to persuade 

the British government to ban lead in petrol 
was launched in London last week. The 
Campaign for Lead-free Air, or CLEAR, 
claims already to have 130 Members of 
Parliament, 8 national organizations 
concerned with environmental and health 
matters and 21 scientists and clinicians who 
are convinced by epidemiological studies 
or their own clinical experience that low 
blood lead levels harm the mental health of 
children . The chairman of the campaign, 
Mr Des Wilson, is a seasoned campaigner 
whose organization to put forward the case 
of homeless people, SHELTER, was 
prominent in the late 1960s. 

Lead in petrol has been in and out of 
British politics since 1980 when a working 
party under Professor Patrick Lawther 
found no conclusive evidence that low con
centrations of lead in the blood are detri
mental to health or that lead in air is a 
major contributor to increased blood lead 
concentrations. In the light of the Lawther 
report, the government's decision last May 
to reduce the lead content of petrol from 
0.4 to 0.15 grammes per litre by 1985 was a 
surprise. 

CLEAR's objectives are to persuade the 
government to introduce the reduction 
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earlier than planned and to pass legislation 
requiring all new cars sold in Britain after 
1985 to run on lead-free petrol. The 
pressure group will also be pressing for a 
lower excise tax on lead-free petrol and for 
it to be on general sale by 1985 at the latest. 

The campaign, which has received some 
money from its trustees, hopes to raise 
£250,000 mainly from public donations . 
Some of the money will be spent on public 
education and monitoring th e 
government 's programme to reduce lead 
pollution. The plan is to send out teams to 
investigate, for example , the effectiveness 
of the government's programme to 
increase public awareness of the hazards of 
lead in old paint and whether can 
manufacturers are following government 
instrJctions to reduce the amount oflead in 
solder. CLEAR also hopes to support 
academic research on the effects of low 
lead levels in the body and to monitor the 
level of lead in air. 

At the launch last week, the organizers 
described two recent studies implicating 
low levels of lead in the body as harmful to 
health . D.A. Otto and colleagues in 
California, whose study was published in 
Electroencephalography and Clinical 
Neurophysiology 52, pp.229-239, claim to 
have found a link between abnormalities in 
the electroencephalograms of sensory 
stimulated children aged 1-6 years with 
blood lead levels as low as 150 
microgrammes per litre. Dr Fraser 
Alexander, a paediatrician from Newcastle 
and a member of CLEAR's scientific and 
medical advisory committee, reported his 
as yet unpublished study implicating low 
blood lead levels in pregnant women with 
malformation of the fetus. Judy Redfearn 

Satellite communications 

Up for grabs 
Washington 

It seemed a good idea at the time; the 
RCA Corporation, besieged by more than 
50 potential customers eager to lease space 
on its latest telecommunications satellite, 
Satcom-IV, successfully launched last 
month , had previously held a public 
auction for bids to lease seven separate 
transponders (frequency-shifted radio 
relays). The response was even better this 
time. With the auction being held in the 
Manhattan Galleries of Sotheby Parke 
Bernet, it a ttracted a flood of national 
publicity; the transponders were sold at 
between $10. 7 and 14.4 million for leases 
that run until 1988, resulting in a total sale 
of more than $90 million dollars. 

It was a bit too good to last. On 
Thursday the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) ruled that the auction 
was illegal, since it resulted in different 
prices for leases being paid by different 
buyers, in violation of federal regulations 
which require no discrimination. As a 
result, negotiations with the sev en 
successful bidders have been suspended 
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