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sort of eminence grise of American 
governmental science policy, to edit a 
symposium on the making of science 
policy. He invited articles from all the 
former presidential science advisors, high 
officials of what is now the Office of 
Management and Budget, and other 
persons who have been intimately con
nected with the making of decisions about 
the direction and scale of the support of 
scientific research in the United States. The 
outcome, now also published as a book 
(Science Advice to the President), is very 
valuable. 

If the editors can offer a bonus of this 
sort to their readers from time to time, they 
will compensate them for those articles 

which repeat the commonplaces of 
"appropriate technology" and "science 
for development". 

During the Second World War, there 
used to be signs in British railway stations 
asking" Is your journey really necessary?". 
It really is not an urgent journey to 
unknown places on which these three 
journals have launched themselves. But 
since they have done so, I wish them well. 
May common sense, discriminating judge
ment and an abhorrence of fashionable 
cliches accompany them on their way. [ . 

Edward Shils is Professor of Social Thought and 
Sociology at the University of Chicago, and 
editor of Minerva. 

From the Cretaceous to the Planets 
D.H. Tarling 

Cretaceous Research. Editors-in-chief 
E.G. Kauffman and R.A. Reyment. 4/yr. 
(Academic.) £40 UK, $105 elsewhere. 
Open Earth. Editor P.J. Smith. 4/yr. (P.J. 
Smith, 32 St James Close, Hanslope, 
Milton Keynes, UK.) £6.60, $15.80 
(personal); £9.90, $23.70 (institutional). 
Journal oj Structural Geology. Editor-in
chief P.L. Hancock. 4/yr. (Pergamon.) 
$85. The Moon and the Planets. Editors 
A.G.W. Cameron et al. 8/yr in 2 vols. 
(Reidel.) Dfl.70, $35 (personal); Dfl.233, 
$116.50 (institutional). 

THE four journals covered here are indeed 
a mixed bag, both in their scope and in their 
approach to their subject matter. All 
should be successful, albeit to varying 
degrees and for different reasons. 

Cretaceous Research (CR) originated 
out of the need for publication of results 
from the IGCP Project 58 (Mid Cretaceous 
Events), and accepts contributions in both 
English and French on all aspects of the 
Cretaceous period. An abstract and key 
words appear with each article, with an 
additional English abstract for articles in 
French (why only French?). To maintain an 
international standing there are 16 editors, 
covering a wide geographical and academic 
range. Apart from standard articles, short 
communications and book reviews are 
included. There have also been useful 
features - "Bibliographia Cretacea", for 
example. CR carries six or seven articles in 
each issue, and the production of this 
journal is particularly good, with high
quality paper allowing excellent repro
duction of photographs of, for example, 
microfossils. 

Most journals do not concentrate on a 
specific period, and anything in this 
journal could equally well be published in 
either specialist subject or regional 
geological journals. A probable attraction 
for authors is the ability to publish local 
research in an international journal, so 

they can reserve factors of wider import for 
publication in specialist journals. So far the 
editors have kept out very parochial 
papers, but it is unlikely that this can 
continue indefinitely. There are clear 
advantages to readers that material 
normally appearing in inaccessible 
journals is more readily available, but the 
apparent success of CR is likely to 
stimulate other journals - Devonian 
Debates? Triassic Trends? - and it is 
unlikely that most libraries would con
template subscribing to periodicals for 
each stratigraphic period. Ultimately these 
are only likely to be purchased by 
individuals, with consequent reduction in 
quality and increase in price. At the 
moment it must be considered a good, but 
not essential, addition to an earth science 
library. 

Quite different to all the other journals 
reviewed here is Open Earth (OE). It is 
more on the lines of New Scientist in 
containing quite academic articles but 
written lightly for an interested layman. 
Published and edited by Peter J. Smith, it is 
dominated by his influence and style. The 
size is similar to a news magazine, which 
indeed is what it is; OE is intended to 
provide information, with comments, on 
"happenings" within the earth sciences. 
Articles are rarely more than a page or two 
and most of its 40-50 pages are made up of 
short items of report, humour (of a sort!), 
book reviews, competitions and even geo
poetry. Although available by air mail, it 
tends (but it is only a tendency) to be UK 
orientated. 

As a news magazine, with typewritten 
print, it is an excellent publication. Highly 
readable, OE can be strongly recom
mended to any harrassed earth scientist 
wanting to keep abreast of developments 
on a broad, albeit journalistic, level. It is 
highly suitable for the departmental coffee 
room as it is unlikely to be retained for 
reference. 
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Substantially thicker, generally over 100 
pages per issue, but surprisingly of the 
same size as OE, the Journal of Structural 
Geology (JSG) fulfills a radically different 
role, being a specialist journal publishing 
original and review articles in structural 
geology and tectonics. In practice, it is 
closely complementary to Tectonophysics 
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in concentrating on smaller scale defor
mations, although both journals cover all 
scales. As a British journal, JSG tends to 
have a European content rather than 
American, although this bias is doubtless 
not the intention of the widely dispersed 
editorial board of 22 and is likely to 
change. (Nonetheless it is noteworthy that 
many North American members of 
editorial boards are British in origin!) 
Articles are all in English, with an 
additional abstract allowed in a different 
language. The production is good, 
although the large pages do not seem to be 
used to full advantage and the paper 
quality is only just satisfactory for thin
section photographs. There have, so far, 
been too few review articles to make it 
essential reading for undergraduates, but 
the standard of papers is high and it is thus 
an important journal for inclusion in the 
geological section of a library. 

Getting away from Earth, The Moon 
and the Planets (MP) is not new but rather 
re-born, as it is a continuation of an estab
lished journal, The Moon. MP is small in 
format, but quite well produced; the type
face seems slightly dense, but is readable 
and photographic reproductions come out 
quite well. It is interdisciplinary, con
centrating on original research related to 
lunar and planetary bodies, although in 
practice largely chemically and physically 
orientated with surprisingly little on 
electromagnetic scanning. The articles are 
almost entirely in English, but other 
languages - French and Russian - have 
appeared, but only sometimes with an 
English abstract. There are generally eight 
to ten articles per issue, with a few letters, 
but no book reviews. An occasional bibli
ography appears. 

Obviously the origin of this journal goes 
back to very early space studies and its 
change of content reflects the expansion of 
satellite exploration of the Solar System. 
MP is a highly focused publication, with 
few reviews or comparative papers, and 
although an essential journal for any 
institution with active space participation it 
is probably over-specialized for most 
libraries. II 

D.H. Tarfing is Reader in Palaeomagnetism in 
the Department of Geophysics and Planetary 
Physics, University of Newcastle upon Tyne. 
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