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Fraser Darling was an inspired choice as the 
speaker. He took as his title Wilderness and 
Plenty. The lectures came at the right time, 
and the lecturer made the most of his 
opportunity. The public, as distinct from 
the scientific community, had just learned 
to use the word "ecology", and to be 
worried about the future of the 
environment. The impact of the lectures 
was considerable, and Fraser Darling was 
accepted, particularly by students, as a 
prophet. His status was also radically 
changed and, somewhat to his surprise, he 
found himself very much a part of the 
Establishment. The Queen honoured him 
with a knighthood, and he was in demand 
to join the most prestigious Quangos. 

Thus from 1970 to 1973 he served on the 
Nature Conservancy, and in 1970 he was 
one of the first selected for the Royal 
Commission on Environmental Pollution. 
However, he was not seduced by his 
acceptance by the authorities, and still 
continued to speak his mind on 
environmental problems. He was in great 
demand as a speaker and a writer, but 
unfortunately ill health prevented him, 
particularly in recent years, from playing 
an active part in public life. 

It is difficult to assess Fraser Darling's 
contribution to science at this time. His 
books show his deep but unsentimental 
feeling for the countryside and for the 
animals which inhabit it. He was able to 
communicate to the public (as in the Reith 
Lectures), and although this very ability 
aroused disapproval in some (? envious) 
academics, it enabled him to make a unique 
contribution to conservation. However, 
many of his colleagues, even those who 
admired him most, did not consider him to 
be an outstanding ecologist in the academic 
tradition, and it is not difficult to pick holes 
in some of his work. Nevertheless he was a 
leading figure who followed in the British 
tradition of the study of scientific natural 
history, and we can take comfort from the 
fact that at least for the last years of his life 
this was realised by his countrymen. 

Kenneth Mellanby 

C.S. Hallpike 
DR CHARLES SKINNER HALLPIKE, CBE, 
FRS, FRCS, FRCP, who died on 26 
September 1979, aged 79, was a neuro
otologist of international renown. He was 
the pioneer in that field and is respected as 
such in every country of the world. 

Although an experienced physiologist 
and pathologist, Dr Hallpike's special 
interest was in the relationship of 
experimental observation to clinical 
problems. His ability for meticulous work 
and great clarity of thought enabled him to 
marshal facts and produce scientific papers 
in stylish and fluent prose. He is best 
remembered for his original description of 
the pathology of Meniere's disease and for 
the development of a caloric test technique 
which has, over the years, withstood the 

test of time and is now universally 
accepted. 

Dr Hallpike was educated at St Paul's 
School and graduated in medicine at Guy's 
Hospital, London in 1926 where he was 
Entrance Scholar in Arts and Beaney 
Prizeman in Pathology. His interest in the 
ear began when he was House Surgeon to 
the aural departments of Guy's Hospital 
and Cheltenham General Hospital from 
1924 to 1927. Thereafter, as Bernard Baron 
Research Fellow at the Ferens Institute of 
Otology, Middlesex Hospital, the 
publication of a number of papers 
concerned with the electrophysiology of 
hearing resulted in his being awarded the 
Duveen Travelling Studentship, University 
of London, 1930 and the Rockefeller 
Travelling Fellowship 1931, when he 
studied with Witmarck in Germany and in 
the University of Philadelphia, USA. His 
high standard of scholarship received 
further recognition in the awards of the 
Foulerton Gift Research Fellowship, Royal 
Society (1937-40) and Gamble Prize in 
1934, William J. Muckle Fellowship, 
University of London, 1941 and Dalby 
Prize, 1943. 

In 1942 he joined the scientific staff of 
the Medical Research Council at the 
National Hospital, Queen Square, London 
where his power of organisation and 
administration resulted in his appointment 
as Aural Physician and Director of a newly 
established Otological Research Unit at the 
hospital. Here, with his awareness of the 
close liason which should exist between 
laboratory and clinic in the solution of 
problems throughout the field of otology, 
his work became directed towards 
establishing this link to the great advantage 
of both. In association with experts in 
numerous allied disciplines including 
physics, physiology, biochemistry, 
histology and clinical investigation, a series 
of classic publications issued from his unit 
emphasising the importance of the 
adoption of quantitative methods in both 
laboratory and clinical studies of the ear. 

The practical outcome of this work 
included the Medresco hearing aid, the 
peep-show technique for measuring 
deafness in young children, recognition of 
the diagnostic significance of loudness 
recruitment in sensori-neural deafness and 
the definition of a number of clinical and 
pathological entities hitherto grouped 
together as 'aural vertigo.' An improved 
technique for temporal bone microtomy 
was developed, a rotating chair, a head 
lamp for aural surgery and an ear 
microscope. Further studies contributed to 
knowledge of the heredity of labyrinthine 
disease and the biochemistry of the 
labyrinthine fluids. At a later stage the 
narrow-band masking technique for bone 
conduction audiometry was evolved and an 
electro-nystagmographic technique, the 
diagnostic significance of which is still 
increasing. 

Dr Hallpike's unit gained international 
recognition in the awards he received of the 
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Gamble Prize for the second time and the 
Hughlings' Jackson Lectureship and 
Medal, Royal Society of Medicne 1947; 
Barany Medal, University of Uppsala 
1958; Guyot Medal, University of 
Groningen 1959 and the Dalby Prize 
(awarded jointly) in 1958. In 1956 he 
became a Fellow of the Royal Society and 
in 1958 he was honoured with a CBE. 

Upon his retirement from the staff of 
the Medical Research Council, Dr 
Hallpike was appointed Honorary Aural 
Physician and Director of Research at the 
Ferens' Institute of Otolaryngology, 
Middlesex Hospital from 1965 to 1968. He 
was a member of numerous learned 
societies including the Collegium 
Otorhinolaryngologicum Amicitiae 
Sacrum whose Shambaugh Prize was 
awarded to him in 1955. He was an 
Honorary Fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Medicine of Ireland, a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Medine, being Honorary 
Secretary 1938, Editorial Representative 
1946 to 1952 and Honorary Member of the 
Section of Otology 1970. He was joint 
Founder of the Barany Society in 1960, a 
society which now has world-wide 
membership and is unique as being-solely 
directed to the study of vestibular 
problems. Between 1938 and 1965 he was a 
member of the Flying Personnel Research 
Committee where his almost unique 
knowledge of the ear's functioning in 
health and disease played a large part in 
overcoming aural problems important in 
aviation. 

Dr Hallpike had the great merit of 
having inspired many collaborators to 
engage in scientific work and his wisdom 
and shrewd judgement will be 
remembered the world cover. He was the 
acknowledged master of his subject, albeit 
a hard one, a perfectionist, utterly single
minded in all he undertook. He was quick 
to recognise and appreciate good work, 
intolerant of fools but unfailing in giving 
due credit to his co-workers. The fact that 
the majority of his unit staff remained with 
him over the years, a number from its 
inception until his retirement, is testimony 
in itself to his integrity. He had enormous 
courage in the face of an orthopaedic 
disability resulting from a childhood injury 
which precluded many outside activities. 
He played billiards in his younger days and 
enjoyed rifle practice at Bisley for which he 
gained a number of awards. He played the 
piano and violin and was fond of classical 
music. He enjoyed gardening after his 
retirement and won prizes locally for his 
roses. He was a devoted family man and is 
survived by his wife, Barbara, and two 
sons. 

His death is a great loss to British 
otology. The establishment of the Medical 
Research Council Hearing and Balance 
Unit at the National Hospital, Queen 
Square, under the directorship of Dr J .D. 
Hood, with other members of his old staff, 
remains a living tribute to his pioneer work. 

M.R.Dix 
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