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Five French unions oppose CNRS reorganisation: Plans by the 
Giscard d 'Estaing government to reorganise the Centre National 
de Ia Recherche Scientifique, France's national research council, 
have been met by opposition from five of the trade unions 
involved, according to recent reports in Le Monde. Mr Guy 
Hermier, a deputy from the Bouches-du-Rhone constituency, 
vice president of the national assembly and a member of the 
political bureau of the Communist Party, has called for a national 
debate on the future of the CNRS to be preceded by expensive 
consultations with the scientific community. In a letter to the 
Prime Minister, Hermier accused the government of giving up 
control of research to industry. 

The reorganisation plan proposes a reduction in numbers of 
representatives on national CNRS committees, the addition of 
representatives from industry and the exclusion of technicians 
and administrators who are currently represented. The 
streamlining of the council and the involvement of representatives 
from outside the inner circles of the CNRS is seen by the 
government as an important move to decentralise research and to 
make results more accessible to the needs of French industry. 

BSSRS criticises USE on MMMFs: The Work Hazards Group of 
the British Society for Social Responsibility in Science has 
questioned a recent UK report on the hazards of mineral fibres 
used for insulation (19 July page 183). Although welcoming the 
tripartite (industry-trade union-government) report from the UK 
Health and Safety Executive which warns that ''it would be 
prudent to regard these fibres with suspicion'', the Work Hazards 
Group raises "considerable" objections to some of its 
conclusions. In particular the report is criticised for underplaying 
the risks to the domestic householder, 'minimising the risk of 
bronchitis due to high dust levels and inadequate dust-exposure 
and emission controls. Citing the known dangers of respirable 
dusts and fibres below 3.5 microns in diameter to the air sacs of 
the lungs, the Hazards Group criticises the classification of 
mineral dusts as nuisance dusts. " We know from asbestos that the 
small fibres cause pneumoniconiosis and mesotheliomas" says 
Dave Hayes of the Hazards Group. "And all mineral insulation 
materials contain these respirable fibres." More generally, the 
group is critical of the Department of Energy for promoting 
mineral fibres for the do-it-yourself home insulation market 
without "due regard for the hazards involved". 

The Work Hazards Group recommends a sharp cutback in the 
production of small fibres (which it says are unneccesary for 
insulation), strict controls on home and industrial use of dust
causing insulation materials, notification to home owners that a 
"good" respirator should be used and that trade unions should 
keep their own medical records for workers at risk. 
Recommended substitute materials are insulation board, 
vermiculite and cellulose newsprint used with a good respirator. 
Mirreral Fibres. British Society for Social ResponszlJility in 
Science, 9 Poland St, London WJ, 13p. 

Three Mile Island citizens panel dissolved: The shortest 
governmental advisory committee in many years was dissolved on 
25 July without holding a single meeting. Four weeks ago, the 
Kemeny Commission which is investigating the accident at the 
Three Mile Island nuclear plant in Pennsylvania, appointed a nine 
member citizens advisory board to give it some "outside input". 
The Commission, apparently, got more than it bargained for 
when the panel demanded copies of all staff memoes, draft 
reports and work plans, access to all federal and industry 
documents subpoenaed by the Commission and depositions 
taken by the legal staff. In addition the panel demanded the 
opportunity to review lists of witnesses, to demand additional 
witnesses and to criticise and review the final report before it went 
to the White House. The Commission had envisaged the citizens 
committee taking a more nassive role by answering nine questions 
put to it. "They wanted to be inside and we felt that was 
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unacceptable" said Barbara Jorgenson, press officer of the 
Commission. At a meeting on 5 August the Commission voted to 
circulate the questions to the groups represented by the original 
nine panel members and to solicit suggestions and answers from 
an additional 200 public interest groups. 

Life or death of an observatory: The Centre for Geodynamics and 
Astronomy, near Grasse in Southern France, was planned to co
ordinate all observational activities in the fields of positional 
astronomy and geophysics. The first interferometric star 
observations were obtained last year using a 30m baseline 
Michelson interferometer. But only 6.5 km away, a quarry and 
stone-crushing operation has created dust that will diffuse the 
night light from the coastal towns which will make very faint 
objects completely invisible. The large Schmidt optical telescope, 
installed last year, now might not be able to observe more than 
just a few percent of the interesting stars. Another problem is 
vibration from quarrying activities which disturbs high precision 
optical and long-baseline interferometric measurements. 
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USSR higher education shows sharp regional discrepancies: A 
working note issued by the German Rectors Conference shows 
that higher education in the Western regions of the USSR 
continues to outstrip that in the other republics. The western 
republics lead in higher education with 200 students per 10,000 
inhabitants. This is followed by the Baltic republics with 185, the 
Caucasian republics with 175 and the central Asian republics 
with 159. 

The rate of increase of higher education also favours the 
western region with the number of students increasing relative to 
the population by a factor of 2.58 since 1966 while the Caucasian 
republics brought up the rear with an increase of only 1.06. The 
Rectors conclude that the discrepancies are small ''considering 
that the Central Asian Republics can be regarded as developing 
areas." CRE-INFORMA TION No. 46. Standing Conference of 
Rectors and Vice-Chancellors of the European Universities. 

Solar activist to head research institute: The US Department of 
Energy has appointed Denis Hayes, a prominent leader of the 
environmentalist lobby and currently a senior research fellow at 
the Worldwatch Institute in Washington, as new director of the 
Solar Energy Research Institute (SERI) in Golden, Colorado. 
Hayes, one of the main organisers of last year's international sun
day, will at the age of 34, become the youngest director of a 
national research laboratory. He succeeds the current director, Dr 
Paul Rappaport, who has headed the institute since it opened , 
and who will remain at the institute as distinguished scientist. 

"My goal is to make SERI the most exciting and effective 
energy research organisation in the world," Hayes said last week. 
"The institute has a staff of first-rate analysts already thinking 
through the strategies and research requirements. Now its time to 
get those programmes moving" . 

Yoshimura bas to leave Britain: Dr Tetz Yoshimura, the Japanese 
mathematician, has lost his fight to stay in Britain. He left for the 
continent earlier this week, a few homs :iliead of a deportation 
order. Dr Yoshimura told Nature that he hopes to wait in "a 
country with less stringent immigration Jaws" for an invitation to 
a new academic appointment ''somewhere in the third world". 
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