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fessional community involved in nu
clear energy", he said recently. 

'There has been a consistent un
willingness to react in responsible ways 
to the questions that members of the 
public ask. In too many instances the 
official attitude has been overbearing, 
arrogant and intolerant." 

Dr Schwarz, on the other hand, feels 
that the type of concerns raised by the 
Harrisburg incident may-legitimately 
---spill over to what he considers a far 
greater health issue, namely the spread 
of nuclear weapons. "We have to show 
that the same institutions that run the 
nuclear power programme also run the 
nuclear weapons programme-and that 
we have been told the same lies. I am 
not against nuclear power in itself, but 
I am opposed to it because, as with 
nuclear weapons, I don't trust the 
people in control of it at the present 
time". 

The university has itself been re
considering its relationship to the two 
laboratories. A committee established 
in 1977 under the chairmanship of Dr 
William Gerberding, Chancellor of the 
University of Illinois, issued a report 
last year. suggesting that the university 
should continue to manage the lab
oratories, but through the operation of 
a powerful board appointed by the 
university, which would play a much 
closer role in overseeing the operation 
of the two laboratories than under 
present arrangements. 

In an attempt to counteract charges 
that even under a hoard such as that 
proposed by the Gerberding committee, 
there would he little public discussion 
of the laboratories' activities, one 
university vice-president, Dr William 
Fretter. has proposed as an alternative 
arrangement the establishment of an 
advisory council to the university 
president. containing scientists. faculty 
members and students. 

"I did not find the Gerberding pw
posals realistic, since the programmes 
of the laboratories-especially the wea
pons laboratories-are determined in 
Washington by the federal govern
ment. and it seemed unrealistic that 
the~e could he influenced substantially 
by a university committee', Dr Fretter 
said last week. 

He argues tha~ although the com
mittee which he has proposed would 
only he an advisory one, it should 

operate in public "since both the 
university community and the general 
community need more information on 
what goes on in the laboratories"_ 
Critics such as Dr Schwarz, however, 
maintain that since the committee 
would not deal with the laboratories' 
classified activities, and since it wouid 
have no executive responsibiHty-which 
would remain in the hands of President 
Saxon-it would lack any real teeth, 
and hence be little improvement on the 
current situation. 

Debate within the universi,ty on the 
future relationship ,to the laboratories 
has been put temporarily on ice follow
ing the announcement in December 
tha.t the Department of Energy was 
itself planning a review of the current 
arrangements. The department's report 
is due to be presented to Energy 
Secretary James Schlesinger next 
month, and is awaited with interest 
(particularly since, although being 
prepared by a subcommittee, the report 
is officially to be submitted by DOE's 
Energy Research Advisory Board-and 
this contains a number of individuals 
from the public interest community as 
specialis.ts in alternative energy 
sources). 

But if there is a pause in the officidl 
debate, grass-roots opposition is con
tinuing to grow. The future of the 
weapons laboratories was among the 
issues raised at a mass rally held in 
San Francisco two weeks ago to protest 
at the opening of the Diablo Canyon 
nuclear power plant in the state. a 
meeting held under the shadow of the 
Harrisburg incident. And organisers of 
next month's demonstration at Liver
more predict many thousands will turn 
up for a mass march. rally and 'peace 
conversion fair', with groups fasting at 
the laboratory gates. and others walking 
to the laboratory from all over Cali
fornia. 

To .iudge from reactions elsewhere 
such activities are unlikely to be warmly 
welcomed by the university authorities. 
Las.t week a film crew was thrown out 
of Harvard University while trying to 
make a film about the 1960s protest 
movement. The film's director, Mr Jim 
Zinneman. admitted that a three-story 
mural showing some American soldiers 
trampling on Vietnamese "upset some 
faculty members and alumni". 
Nostalgia is not what is used to be. D 

ISABELLE team 
denies setback 
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RuMouRs that the US IsABELLE project 
is having difficulties producing super
conducting magnets for its 400 Ge V 
proton-proton storage rings were denied 
last week by Dr Jim Sanford, the pro
ject head_ In an interview with Nature, 
he said there were no problems 
with quadropole magnet production, 
although they had run into difficulties 
with the dipole magnets. 

Overall, progress was "90% satis
factory"_ "We are having problems in 
meeting the ultimate field of 5 teslas. 
We have reached 5 teslas in a model 
but not in the production prototypes. 
They are operating now at around 4t 
teslas." he said. 

The dipole magnets were first de
signed to operate at 4 teslas_ The team 
made 13 model magnets and most of 
these exceeded this field. Recently the 
design was modified to operate at 5 
teslas. and one model reached 5. 1 
teslas_ However, when this was put into 
production, the magnets only achieved 
a field of 4-4t teslas, Dr Sanford 
said. "We are not entirely sure what 
is causing this probelm. Maybe it is 
the materials in the superconducting 
braid. We wanted to have a bigger 
margin than 5.1 teslas and so we 
added more niobium-titanium in the 
production, and in the process we may 
have lost some of the stability of the 
materials_" 

Production of the superconducting 
magnets is the major technological 
challenge of the IsABELLE project. 
The project has already had one set
back-the US Department of Energy 
will only fund IsABELLE over seven 
years and not the five years the scien
tists had hoped for_ However, Dr San
ford is confident the magnet problem 
will be solved by the summer so the 
contract for production can he issued 
by the end of the year. This will keep 
ISABELLE on schedule, and may even 
provide an argument for advancing to 
a 5-year target. said Dr Sanford. 

In Europe. ISABELLE's competition in 
the race to produce the heavy inter
mediate vector boson. the CERN 
proton-antiproton experiment. is ex
pected to produce hard evidence by 
1982, said a CERN spokesman. D 

UK and Sweden attack lead poisoning studies 
A NEW US report on lead pollution 
published in The New En).?land Journal 
of Medicine by a team of researchers 
from Harvard Medical School and the 
Children's Hospital in Boston has not 
been openly welcomed in Britain. 

The study indicates that currently 
accepted lead levels may he set far too 
high to he safe for children in urban 

areas. The team, headed by Dr Herbert 
Needleman, examined lead levels in 
children's milk teeth, which is con
sidered to be a better indicator of long 
term exposure than blood lead levels. 

Starting with a sample of 3,329 
children. two samples matched for 
wcial and environmental variables in
cluding social class. mother's age and 

parental IQ were constructed. The 58 
high lead children (20ppm in dentine) 
and the 100 low lead children (less 
than IOppm) were given standard psy
chological and mental tests. (The mean 
blood lead levels in the two groups 
were 355 JLg/1 and 238 JLg/1, both of 
which are well within the normal range 
for children in UK urban areas.) 
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