







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 17 February 1977



                    Resistivity and the continental crust in southern Africa

                    	J. S. V. VAN ZIJL1Â 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 265,Â pages 614â€“615 (1977)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        38 Accesses

                    
	
                        5 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
DURING the last decade many deep electrical soundings have been made over the major Precambrian tectonic provinces of southern Africa1,2. The results (Van Zijl, submitted for publication) show that there are marked differences in the electrical properties between Archaean cratonic terrains (Kaapvaal and Rhodesian cratons) and mobile belts (Limpopo, Namaqua and Damara). The ages of the cratons are >2,600 Myr, whereas the dominant ages of the mobile belts are 2,700, 1,000 and 500 Myr, respectively3. In the discussion of crust here, the overburden or cover rocks of the various tectonic provinces have not been considered.
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