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isation. Of course, Robert Temple sees 
at once a connection between the 
Nommo of the Dogon and Oannes and 
the Annedotus of the Chaldeans; he 
kindly reprints for us in English trans
lation the accounts of Oannes from 
Berossus et al. Oannes came from the 
Erythraean Sea, not from Sirius-so 
far so good. The author goes on to 
suppose, however, these myths to be 
literal statements of historical truth. Is 
this reasonable? The answer is-we 
simply don't know. Robert Temple is 
not the first non-astronomer to be mis
led by calculations of the 'probability' 
of life on other worlds, which are 
simply the prejudices of the respective 
wriitcrs dressed up in a spurious 
numerical precision. Certainly the idea 
of intelligent visitors from space is not 
absurd. How much evidence one would 
require before embracing the hypo
thesis tells more about one's psychology 
than it does about the historical 
problem. 

This is a fascinating book because 
the nugget of mystery that the author 
has mined and polished is from a pure 
vein . The book is frustrating because 
the arguments are loose, and much of 
what the author has written is only 
marginally connected with his theme. 
A shorter, tighter book would have 
made more impact. 

Ultimately, the book is sad for two 
reasons. Tn the first place. Robert 
Temple attempts to dissociate himself 

Vision in children 
The Visual World of the Child. By 
Eliane Vurpillot. Pp. 372. (Allen and 
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I,.. 4-yr-old children arc presented 
with two panels hearing a square and a 
circle, they can learn to select the 
square consistently to ohtain delivery 
of a sweet. If the experimenter then 
makes the sweet contingent on their 
pressing the circle, they normally take 
longer to learn this 'discrimination re
versal' than they took to learn the 
original task . There is a story that as 
reversal training was about to begin 
one experimenter accidentally 
knocked over the apparatus that pre
sented the stimuli and rewards: he 
restored it to an upright position, re
marking that he hoped it was not 
broken. The child learned the reversal 
in a single trial. The story illustrates 
the extent to which children's 
behaviour may he governed by their 
expectations of how a piece of appara
tus will behave and of how experi
menters themselves are likely to be
have. Such considerations have largely 
been ignored by the long list of psy
chologists whose work is summarised 
in The Visual World of the' Child. 

from " ... the people who will en
thusiastically receive my researches 
with open arms (but who are) the sort 
of people one least wants to be classed 
with". The author brings to his work 
a scholarship in oriental studies, and 
a belief in it that is transparently 
honest. The book should be taken 
seriously. Nevertheless, when all has 
been said and done, he (like others be
fore him) 1s building a pyramid of 
speculation on a mustard seed of 
myste·ry. Such speculation can be 
judged only by its fruits. How often, 
since first learning of these ideas, have 
I been able to say, in my historical 
reading, "ah yes, that fits ,in so well." 
The answer is, not once; but perhaps 
I have been reading the wrong works. 

This book is sad to me also in a 
different and deeper way. By taking 
myth only as history, we demythologise 
it . Myths (so I believe) express truths 
about the human predicament that 
cannot be expressed except in mytho
poetic languages, in whose very am
biguity lies a richness of unde·rstanding. 
To take myth as history is to reduce it. 
It may he so. But I would rather my 
gods danced st,ill on Mount Olympus 
than merely to have leased a country 
house in one of the more desirable 
subdivisions of Thessalia. D 

Michael Ovenden is Professor of A stro
nomy in the University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver, Canada. 

Disappointingly few secure or in
teresting conclusions emerge from 
Mademoiselle Vurpillot's catalogue 
raisonee of experiments. Many of the 
theoretical issues raised are in any 
case so ill formulated or so trivial as to 
preclude the possibility of interesting 
answers. A question of the former sort 
is whether the child proceeds from 
'syncretic' to 'analytic' vision-no-one 
knows; one of the latter sort is whether 
a child's eye movements become more 
systematic with age-they do. Research 
on visual development, particularly in 
Europe, still suffers from Piaget's ob
fuscations and some of the master's 
vague concepts, like 'centration' and 
'assimilation' have proved singularly 
unhelpful when applied to perception, 
hut are unfortunately still taken 
seriously. Moreover, the plethora of 
contradictory experimental results in 
th:s area stems in part from the diffi
culty in replicating many of his experi
ments .. 

Although the book comes with the 
good psychologist's seal of approval, 
provided in an encomium written by 
Professor Jerome Bruner, it will be use
ful mainly to those who would like 
some signposts through the morass of 
the European literature on vision in 
children. N. S. Sutherland 
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Methods in zone 
electrophoresis 
J. R. Sargent, BSc, PhD, and 
S. G. George, BSc, PhD 
3rd edition, 1975, considerably 
enlarged and revised A5 (210 X 
148mm) cloth cover. 

The continued growth and 
improvements in electrophoretic 
methods during the few years since 
the second edition of this book was 
published has made it necessary to 
bring it up to date . 

The 3rd edition comprises sevent 
chapters. After an outline of general 
theory, high and low voltage 
electrophoresis are described, 
together with chapters on cellulose, 
thin layer, starch, agar (including 
immunoelectrophoresis) and 
polyacrylamide media. The chapter 
on column electrophoresis includes 
data on supports, density gradients, 
isoelectric focusing and isotacho
electrophoresis . 

This essentially practical book is 
well illustrated by plates and line 
drawings, and includes many 
references to original papers. 

57014 2J 
Methods in zone electrophoresis 
£3.50 incl. postage and packing 
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