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promise: the discipline was personal 
a;nd that imposed by the subject. He im
pressed on all that while work had to 
be carefully planned, it must not be 
rigid to exclude or overlook the un
anticipated chance or the unintended 
discovery which he considered to be 
one of the principal objectives of cancer 
research. 

He gave up the directorship in 1969 
because of his failing eyesight and 
retired as Professor of Experimental 
Pathology three years later. He did not 
allow this affliction to stop his work 
and he was active until a few weeks 
before his death. 

His own research work, which cov
ered a vast spectrum from the first 
properly conducted clinical trial of a 
cancer chemotherapeutic agent to 
studies of drug action at the molecular 
level, was dominated by the concept 
that there is a link between impair
ment of growth and the eventual in
duction of cancer. Early in his career 
he found that chemicals which induce 
cancer are almost invariably toxic to 
dividing cells, both normal and malig
nant. The full implications of this 
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observation for the mechanisms of 
carcinogenesis have yet to be revealed, 
but for the development of the modern 
era of cancer chemother~phy this find
ing was crucial. The study of the mode 
of action of carcinogens and of anti
cancer agents was seen by him to be 
closely associated, and led to the dis
covery within the Institute of some of 
the most valuable and widely used 
cancer chemotherapeutic agents. 

While Haddow foresaw long before 
most the clinical possibilities of cancer 
chemotherapy, he appreciated the 
limitations of the available compounds 
and insisted that research efforts must 
be concentrated on their mode of 
action in the hope of achieving greater 
specificity. His belief that, in spite of 
the great diversity of carcinogens, there 
must be an underlying unity of mechan
ism and that a truly comprehensive 
synthesis is possible has been fully 
validated by recent findings that 
carcinogens of the widest hetero
genicity induce, by various routes, very 
similar biochemical lesions. 

His personality was complex but the 
key to it was his intense concern for 
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discussed at first by the group as a 
whole to decide whether the requi
site skills are available. The prob
lem would then become the main 
concern of one or more members, 
with the active support of the rest 
of the group for discussions and 
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There will be no char~e for this service. 
Send items (not more than 60 words) to 
Martin Goldman at the London office. The 
section wi11 include exchanges of accommo
dation, personal announcements and scientific 
queries. We reserve the right to decline 
material submitted. No commercial trans· 
actions. 

Nature Vol. 260 March 11 1976 

people and causes. His idealism ex
tended into many fields and he found 
the time to give active support to 
bodies involved with the prevention of 
nuclear war and the misuse of science 
in all its aspects, such as Pugwash. He 
wrote cogently on all these topics and 
to foster them accepted a seat on the 
Press Council and the advisory council 
of the B.B.C. He also contributed 
greatly to the international organisation 
of cancer research, both through the 
International Union, in which he 
served as President, and by personal 
contact. 

His concern for people determined 
the atmosphere of the Institute. He 
was tolerant, generous, had an intense 
interest in the well-being of all who 
worked for him and with him and 
went to endless trouble to help with 
professional and personal problems. 
Haddow's immense mental and physical 
energy and his versatility derived from 
his conviction that problems intellec
tual, medical or social were capable of 
being solved and he had no sympathy 
for those who skirted their direct con
frontation. Peter Alexander 
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Square, London SWI X 8QX). 
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