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obituary

Dr J. F. Heremans, Professor of
Internal Medicine at the Catholic
University of Louvain, died on October
29, aged 48. He received his medical
degree with highest distinction, at
Louvain in 1952, and after specialising
in internal medicine, worked with Pro-
fessor Waldenstrom in Malmé (1957-
1958), and with Professor Kunkel at
the Rockefeller Institute (1959). He
became Professor at Louvain in 1965,
and was one of the founder members
of the newly created International
Institute for Cellular and Molecular
Pathology in Brussels. His expertise
was recognised by the award of several
national scientific prizes, and he was a
member of many learned societies
throughout the world, notably the
European Society for Clinical Investi-
gation, of which he was elected
President in 1971.

While interested in all aspects of
experimental medicine, his major re-

search interest was immunoglobulins.
The most significant of his discoveries
is this field was the isolation and
characterisation of IgA.

Having established its chemical
similarity to the other two major types
of antibody molecule, he proposed the
term ‘immunoglobin’ as descriptive
of all three, and afterwards played a
large part in the development of our
present unified concept of antibody
structure and function.

Professor Heremans was always
aware of the need for accurate quanti-
tation of proteins, whether in the re-
search or clinical fields, and it was
under his direction that the Mancini
Radial Immunodiffusion Technique
was developed. More recently, a variety
of automated immunoassay techniques
suitable for such diverse applications
as plasma protein screening and drug
and hormone measurement have
originated in his laboratory.

His encyclopaedic knowledge of pro-
tein structure and function is best
illustrated by the compendious ‘Molecu-
lar Biology of Human Proteins’, written
before his 40th birthday, in collabora-
tion with Professor H. E. Schultze.
Now a standard reference work, it also
demonstrates his extraordinary linghis-
tic ability; he was completely fluent in
five European languages, and con-
versant with several others,

Professor Heremans was a man of
very wide-ranging interests; he was a
pianist of considerable talent and a
keen amateur lepidopterist. He main-
tained a lively interest in the work of
thise in his laboratories, to whom he
was always available to give advice. He
leaves a wife and five children, by
whom, as well as by his scientific col-
leagues and friends, he will be greatly
missed.

John Peters-Dickie

announcements

International meetings

January 8-9, Molecular developmental
biology, Glasgow (Department of
Zology, University of Glasgow, Scot-
land).

February 18, Materials microanalysis
with less than 1,000 A spatial resolu-
tion, Churchill College, Cambridge
(The meetings secretary, The Institu-
tion of Metallurgists, Northway House,
Whetstone, London N20 9L W, UK).
February 20, Greaf women in science,
Boston (American Association for the
Advancement of Science, 1176 Massa-
chusetts Avenue, NW, Washington
DC, 20036, USA).

February 25, Professional metallurgists
in Europe, Imperial College, London
(The meetings secretary, The Institu-
tion of Metallurgists, Northway House,
Whetstone, Londen N20 9LW, UK).
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