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was stable to physicochemical denatur­
ing agents. Out of this arose our col­
laboration in chemical embryology, 
studying what we used to like to call 
the 'morphogenetic hormones'-a con­
ception still necessary today, although 
remarkably little progress has been 
made in the identification of these inter­
mediate products of the genes. 

Wad made a splendid collaborator. In 
intellectual grasp and analytical pene­
tration I always felt he was gifted far 
beyond me. The great thing about him 
was that he was a man with whom it 
was impossible to quarrel. When one 
knew him only a little in those young 
days one might at first think him un­
duly reserved, even cold, with no room 
for the passionate at all; but this was 
quite a misconception, because through­
out his life he enjoyed many deep 
friendships and attachments with 
people of very varying ages. At the 
same time he was singularly 'unflap­
pable', a quality that stood him in good 
stead when in the field for geology or 
exploration. Always politically progres­
sive but entirely without fanaticism, he 
would do everything he could to help 
younger people, and those who were 
refugees from their own lands. 

Another as[>ect which I appreciated 
so much in him was his understanding 
of forms of experience other than that 
of the natural sciences, notwithstand­
ing his fundamental and all-pervading 
deep rationality. In his case it was 
philosophy and the nature of aesthetic 
experience to which he was largely 
drawn, which might account in part for 
his marrying a brilliant architect; in my 
case it was always religion and theo­
logy, but we never had any disagree-
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ments on such matters. Besides, we 
came together very closely on the 
ground of ethics, because we were both 
entirely convinced that the only ulti­
mate salvation of humanity would lie in 
the control of the discoveries of the 
natural sciences by an ethic, a morality; 
the latter would have to be an entirely 
new one, congruent with the vast in­
creases in human knowledge and the 
frightening powers over Nature which 
humanity was acquiring and would 
acquire. There has been no-one in my 
life whom I have liked and admired 
more, and I can only hope that his 
writings and his philosophical outlook 
will still influence younger people for 
many years to come. 

Joseph Needham 

John Wilfred Linnett, FRS, Master of 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, and 
a noted theoretical chemist, died on 
November 7, at the age of 62. 

JACK LINNETT was born on August 3, 
1913, and educated at King Henry VIII 
School, Coventry, and St John's College, 
Oxford. After holding a Research 
Fellowship at Balliol he was made a 
Fellow of Queen's College, Oxford, in 
1945. He was for twenty years first a 
Demonstrator then a Reader in the 
Inorganic Chemical Laboratory in 
Oxford, and was appointed Professor 
of Physical Chemistry at Cambridge in 
1965. After a period as a Professorial 
Fellow at Emmanuel he was elected 
Master of Sidney Sussex College in 
1970. He served as Vice-Chancellor at 
Cambridge from 1973-75, and had 
relinquished this arduous post only five 

F. C. Novello; The Public Service 
Award goes to J. Stein. 

Appointment 
K. P. Duncan has been appointed a 
member of the Medical R~earch 
Council. 
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weeks before his death. He was presi­
dent of the Faraday Division of the 
Chemical Society from 1971-73, and 
was to have become President of the 
Chemical Society in 1976. He had been 
a visiting professor at the Universities 
of Wisconsin, California, Cornell and 
Minnesota, and had strong ties with 
Malaysia and Singapore in his capacity 
as an External Examiner. His two 
books On valence theory are known to 
all undergraduates, and his 260 pub­
lished papers covered such a variety 
of chemical topics that they stamp him 
as unique : infrared spectroscopy. com­
bustion and flames, force constants, 
kinetics, catalysis, surfaces, wave 
mechanics. There are few aspects of 
physical or theoretical chemistry on 
which he has not left his mark. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society 
in 1955; had served the city of Oxford 
as a JP; and was an Honorary Fellow of 
Queen's and St John's Colleges, 
Oxford. [n recent years he had become 
increasingly interested in the teaching 
of chemistry as an educational process 
in its own right, and devoted much time 
to communicating his thoughts on this 
topic to others. In spite of the enormous 
demands on his time, he was always 
accessible to undergraduates, research 
students, colleagues, staff and friends, 
and was willing to give advice and lend 
a hand whenever and wherever it was 
required. He died very abruptly on 7 
November 1975, typically between giv­
ing a PhD oral and addressing the 
Royal Society, at the very height of a 
formidable career. It is difficult to 
assess how many people will be needed 
to fill the gap that he has left. 

P. J. Wheatley 
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