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obituary 
Robert Alexander Houstoun, a leader 
in the optics field, died on May 4 at the 
age of 92. 

A student of Glasgow, he pursued 
his studies at Cambridge and Gottingen, 
where he obtained his PhD. Joining the 
staff of Glasgow's natural philosophy 
department in 1906 he continued his 
research in optics till he retired in 1948 
and for some years after as an Honor
ary Research Fellow. His research in
terests were varied but he is best 
recalled for his work in colour vision 
and the measurement of the velocity of 
light i·n air and water by the piezo
quartz shutter method, which he de
veloped. He also found time to write a 
considerable number of successful 
books. His Treatise on Light, first pub-

announcements 
Awards 
The Royal Institute of Chemistry has 
made the following awards : Meldola 
Medal and Prize for 1974 to P. J. 
Derrick for contributions to the de
velopment of field ionisation kinetics 
and mass spectrometry; Beilby Medal 
and Prize for 1975 to P. R. Swann for 
work in electron microscopy of metals 
alloys and phase transformations. 
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Iished in 1915, was for a long time the 
standard work in its field, and a con
siderable number of published papers 
flowed from his pen from 1904 to the 
end of the 1960s. 

Eric H. Lenneberg, professor of psycho
logy and neurobiology at Cornell 
University, has died at the age of 53. 

At the time of his death, Dr Lenne
berg was working on a clinical research 
project in neuropsychology at the West
chester Division of New York-Cornell 
Medical Center, after having joined 
Cornell in 1968. His major scientific 
achievement was considered to be the 
proposal, first advanced by him in the 
1950s, that the human capacity for 
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language could be explained only on 
the basis of the biological properties of 
the brain and vocal tract. He had sum
marised his experiments and views in 
his book Biological Foundations of 
Language, published in 1967. Dr Lcnne
berg was born in Germany and after 
spending much of his youth and child
hood in Brazil, went to the US in 1945, 
eventually obtaining degrees from 
Columbia and Harvard. He joined the 
staff of Harvard, and later carried out 
basic research on language development 
in defective children at the Children's 
Hospital Medical Center in Boston 
while on the staff of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. From 1967-68, 
he was professor of psychology at the 
University of Michigan. 
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