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obituary 
John E. Vance, a chemist who worked 
on processing of ores and the prepara­
tion of pure uranium compounds for 
the Manhattan Project, has died in 
New York at the age of 69. 

Dr Vance was emeritus professor of 
chemistry at New York University and 
former head of the department. He 
joined the faculty in 1948 and retired 
in 1971. He had previously been 
associate professor at Yale, where he 
directed work on quantitative analysis, 
and crystal growth. In the 1940s, he 
was appointed by the State Department 
as senior staff member to Frederick 
Osborn, representative to the United 
Nations Atomic Energy Commission. 
Dr Vance's special concern was draw­
ing up proposals for international con­
trol of atomic energy. At various times, 
he had served the army research office, 
particui>arly dUI'ing the Manhattan Pro­
ject which developed the atomic bomb 
in 1942. 

announcements 
Awards 
George J. Todaro has been awarded the 
Parke, Davis Award by the American 
Society for Experimental Pathology for 
investigation of viral and genetic factors 
in the cause of cancer, in particular the 
viral oncogene hypothesis. 

H. E. Ganther has been awarded the 
Mead Johnson Award by the American 
Institute of Nutrition for his work on 
the essential nutrient selenium. 

Appointment 
J. G. Williams has been appointed pro­
fessor of polymer engineering at 
Imperial College, London. 

International meetings 
May 28-30. Frequency control, Atlantic 
City (Dr J. R. Vig, US Army Elec­
tronics Command, Fort Monmouth, 
New Jersey 07703). 

June 2-5, Information transfer in 
eukaryotic cells, Montreal (Ms D. 
Mathieu-Theriault, c/o Dr R. Sinclair, 
Biology Department, McGill University, 
Box 6070, Montreal H3C 3Gl, Canada). 

Cyril Leslie Oakley, CBE, FRS, the 
distinguished bacteriologist, died on 
March 27 at the age of 77. 

Professor Oakley graduated from 
University College, London, in Zoology 
in 1930 and held the position of experi­
mental pathologist at the Wellcome 
Research Laboratories from 1934, 
becoming head of the Immunology and 
Experimental Pathology Department in 
1947. From 1953, he was Brotherton 
Professor of Bacteriology at the 
University of Leeds, becoming Pro­
fessor Emeritus in 1972. His own 
interests were in the fields of antibody 
production and bacterial toxins, and 
looked after those of others as President 
of the Association of Scientific Workers 
from 1956-59. Professor Oakley will, 
however, be primarily remembered as 
the editor of a number of scientific 
journals, including Pathology and Bac­
teriology (1956-68), Medical Micro­
biology (1968-71) and Pathology (1969-
72). 

June 7-18, Solar terre,strial physics, 
Colorado (American Geophysical 
Union, 1909 K Street, NW, Washington, 
DC 20006). 

Miscellaneous 
Cancer awards. The Cancer Research 
Institute Inc., is establishing Annual 
Awards in Cancer Immunology. The 
Institute will honour work judged to 
have been most criItical in founding 
Cancer Immunology as we know it to­
day, whether in reference to basic ex­
perimental research or to observations 
of more immediate clinical significance. 
Nominations to Mrs Helen C. Nauts, 
Executive Director, Cancer Research 
Institute Inc., 1225 Park Avenue, New 
York, New York 10028 (closing date 
July 15, 1975). 

Cherwell-Simon Lecture. The lecture 
for 1974-75 wiU be delivered by E. W. 
Montroll, Director of the Institute for 
Fundamental Studies and Albert Ein­
stein Professor of Physics in the Uni­
versity of Rochester, New York, on 
May 23, at 4.30 pm in the lec.ture 
theatre of the university museum. The 
subject will be 'Some quantitative 
aspects of social phenomena'. 
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Louis W. McKeehan, professor of 
physics at Yale from 1927-55, has died 
in Jamestown, Rhode Island at the age 
of 87. 

After graduating from the University 
of Minnesota in 1908, Professor 
McKeehan taught there as an aswciate 
professor until the outbreak of war. At 
Yale, he directed the Sloane Laboratory 
of Physics and after becoming emeritus 
professor, he was research associate at 
the Laboratory of Marine Physics in 
New Haven and Jamestown. He had a 
lifelong association with the navy and 
had been assistant naval attache in 
London during World War II and 
chairman of the scientific advisory 
board of Operation Crossroads, for the 
stmtegic bombing of Japan. His re­
search included discharge in gases, 
ferromagnetism, submarine mines, 
slow-motion spheres in gases, scattering 
of cathode and f3 rays, and radioactivity. 
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