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obituary 
Francis J. Weiss, the biochemist and 
economist concerned with developing 
food resources, died on January 21, at the 
age of 76. 

Dr Weiss was born in Vienna, receiving 
doctorates in chemistry and economic 
statistics at the University there. He 
worked in the biochemistry institute of 
the University of Vienna until the Nazis 
occupied Austria in 1938, at which time 
he left for England. A year later, he went 
to the United States, where he was a 
consultant to the Board of Economic 
Warfare and the Sugar Research Founda
tion. In the fifties, he was a consultant on 
the staff of Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, 
studying chemical agriculture and new 
methods of processing grains. Later, he 
was a consultant to the International 
Cooperation Administration and the 
Department of Commerce. From 1959 to 
1969, he was a specialist in the science and 
technology division of the Library of 
Congress. 

Vladimir Aleksandrovich Fock, aca
demician, and one of the leading 
theoretical physicists in the Soviet 
Union, died on December 27, 1974, five 
days after his 76th birthday. 

Fock, who graduated from the 
University of Petrograd (now Lenin-
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March 13-14, Global Tectonics in Pro
terozoic Times, London (Executive 
Secretary, Royal Society, 6 Carlton 
House Terrace, London SW! Y 5AG, 
UK). 

April 20-23, Cybernetics and Systems 
Research, Vienna (Secretariat of the 
Austrian Society for Cybernetic Studies, 
Schottengasse 3, A-1010 Wien, 
Austria). 

May 6, Crop Protection, Gent, Belgium 
(The Secretary, Faculty of Agricultural 
Sciences, State University, Coupure links, 
533, B-9000 Gent, Belgium). 
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grad) in 1922, throughout his working 
life remained connected with this 
University, teaching and researching 
there. He also at various times worked 
at the State Institute of Optics, the 
Leningrad Institute of Physics and 
Technology, and the Institute of 
Physics of the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences. In 1932 he was elected a 
Corresponding Member, and in 1939 a 
full member of the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences. Fock's basic research was 
concerned with quantum mechanics, 
quantum electrodynamics, electro
magnetic diffraction and radiowave 
propagation, the general theory of 
relativity, mathematics, and mathe
matical physics, in all of which fields he 
established new basic concepts. He is 
particularly associated with the estab
lishment of the scalar relativistic wave 
equation for a particle with no spin in 
an electromagnetic field, which he 
derived independently of similar work 
by the Swedish physicist 0. Klein (the 
'Klein-Fock equation'). His name is 
also associated with spaces of an in
creahing number of dimensions ('Fock 
spaces'), which he used to obtain a 
quantum description of systems with a 
variable number of Bose particles. For 
his services to Soviet science, Fock was 
awarded the Order of Lenin (four 
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times), a Stalin Prize (now State Prize) 
in 1946 and a Lenin Prize in 1960. He 
was also a member of a number of 
foreign and international academies and 
learned societies. 

Matthew W. Stirling, the distinguished 
archaeologist, died on January 23, at the 
age of 78. 

An anthropologist and archaeologist 
associated with the Smithsonian institu
tion for more than 40 yr, Dr Stirling 
travelled widely in Central and South 
America, discovering "America's oldest 
dated work"-a stone monument bearing 
a date equivalent to 291 BC. He has 
headed many important expeditions in 
the Americas and in Europe, but will be 
known primarily for his contributions to 
middle American anthropology and 
archaeology. Under the auspices of both 
the Smithsonian and the National 
Geographic Society, Dr Stirling led the 
team of archaeologists who uncovered the 
La Venta, or Olmec, civilisation dating 
back more than 1,000 yr. Dr Stirling was 
born in California and graduated from 
the University there in 1920. He was 
affiliated with the Smithsonian from 1921 
until his retirement in 1958. He also 
served as head of its bureau of American 
Ethnology from 1928 to 1947. 
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