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Film review 

Looking at ourselves before birth 

A 25 day old embryo, wilh its connectillR 
stulk and yolk sac. 

announcements 
International meetings 
February 14, Pesticides in Agricultural 
Control, London (Mr J. M. Rowell, 
Society for Chemical Industry, 14 
Belgrave Square, London SWIX 8PS, 
UK). 
February 19-20, Offshore Oil Needs 
Onshore Fabrication, Glasgow (Colin 
Maynard, The lnshtute of Petroleum, 
61 New Cavendish Street, London 
WIM 8AR, UK). 
April 7- 11, Annual Chemical Congress, 
York (Dr John F. Gibson, The 
Chemical Society, Burlington House, 
London WIV OBN, UK). 
April 9-1 I, European Space R~earch 
Organisation Tribology Symposium, 
Frascati, Italy (ESTEC, Mechanisms 
and Tribology Section, Structure Divi­
sion, ESTEC, Domeinweg, Noordwijk, 
Netherlands). 
April 23 , Machine Intelligence, London 
(The Meetings Officer, The Institute of 
Physics, 47 Belgrave Square, London 
SWIX 8QX, UK). 

Miscellaneous 
Residential course on enzyme and 
fermentation biotechnology. Organised 
by the Biochemistry Department at the 
University of Surrey and the Society of 
Chemical [ndustry, the course is aimed 
at young graduates and experienced 
workers in the field of technology. 
Fur,ther details from: Dr Alan Wise­
man, Department of Biochemistry, 
University of Surrey, Guildford, UK. 

To describe the development of a 
human being from ovum to newborn 
baby in just over half an hour must 
inevitably mean an extensive compres­
sion of the available factual material. 
In Ourselves Before Birth (Macmillan 
Educational Films) the precis is un­
fortunately uneven. Ovulation, fertilisa­
tion, implantation and the early forma­
tion of tissue of a human embryo are 
described in the first third of the film and 
the rest of the time is devoted to the 
growth of the foetus and the development 
of its blood supply. That imbalance is, 
however, a major flaw in an otherwise 
admirable presentation. 

As an exposition on foetal growth the 
film must be one of the best ever made, 
and the graphics are excellent. But as an 
educational aid for the study of human 
embryology in the first few days of life 
it is disappointing. The men behind the 
film, Professor W. J. Hamilton and 
Professor T. W. Glenister, of the Univer-
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sity of London, have tried to cram far 
too much complex information in the 
first part of the commentary without 
explaining the technical terms introduced. 
If the members of an audience already 
know the meanings of these terms then 
they have no need to watch the first ten 
minutes or so of what is a rather super­
ficial treatment; if they do not under­
stand them then they will not be en­
lightened by this film. 

So, for me, the film fell between two 
stools. As an undoubtedly excellent 
account of later foetal development it is 
burdened by technicalities relating to 
early embryology, which are not ex­
plained adequately. There is, however, 
one marked exception. The implantation 
of the embryo is beautifully illustrated 
by the animation which alternates be­
tween two and three-dimensional views 
of the interior of the uterus and the 
inside of the blastocyst. This technique 
is most effective-why was it not main­
tained for perha ps another IO minutes o r 
so to surmount the hurdle of early tissue 
formation? John Wilson 
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