
©          Nature Publishing Group1975

76 

New 
Longman Titles 
Physical Data for Inorganic 
Chemists 
M C Ball & A H Norbury 
This book provides a reliable source 
of data for the student of inorganic 
chemistry from A-level or ONC to 
first degree or GRIC. The data have 
been carefully selected a.nd presented 
so as to be of greatest assistance to 
the student 
£2.00 net 

An Atlas of Fungal 
Ultrastructure 
A tJeckett, I 8 Heath & 
D J McLaughlin 
This atlas is a collection of micro
graphs which illustrate selected ultra
structural features of the major 
groups of fungi. It is intended to 
supplement information that is 
provided in existing mycology text
books 
(February) £9.95 net 

The Inland Waters of Tropical 
Africa 
An Introduction to Tropical 
Limnology 
L CBeadle 
This book brings together the main 
aspects and problems of Tropical 
African limnology. It covers general 
topics such as the historical back
ground to scientific exploration, the 
geological and climatic history of the 
Great Lakes of Africa, distribution 
and evolution of aquatic faunas, the 
adaptions of organisms to life in 
different types of tropical waters, the 
circulation of matter and energy and 
the productivity of tropical lakes. 
£7.00 net 

East African Vegetation 
EM Lind & M ES Morrison 
Describes the major types of 
vegetation to be found in Uganda, 
Kenya and Tanzania. The approach 
throughout is ecological, and con
siderable attention is paid to features 
of the environment and their relative 
importance in determining the 
distribution of the vegetation. 
£6.00 net 

Paper 
Its making, merchanting & usage 
The paper merchant's textbook 
NAPM 
This is the third edition of a textbook 
which has come to be recognised 
internationally as the definitive work 
for students planning a career on the 
sales side of the paper and board 
industry. 
£5.00 net 

Longman 

Viruses 
Comprehensive Virology . Edited by 
Heinz Fraenkel-Conrat and Robert R. 
Wagner. Pp. x+l91. (Plenum Press: 
New York and London, 1974.) $15.00. 

VOLUME l of this series is unquestion
ably comprehensive. The Descriptive 
Catalogue of Viruses lists nearly 500 
animal viruses, from "Acado" to 
"Zika", some 350 plant viruses from 
"Ama,pari vkus (,renavirus)" >to three 
viruses of protists from "A" to "ZS" 
(both bacteriophages of Escherichi~ 
coli). The descriptions range from 
purely taxonomic designations -
"Ama.pani vin1s (a-renawrus)" rto three 
pages of detail on tobacco mosaic virus. 
There are a few errors, a few eccentri
cities, (an extra 'i' in -viridae through
out), a few omissions (such as the 
ephemeral fever virus), and perhaps a 
few mycoplasmas still masquerading as 
.plant viruses. This is, nevertheless, a 
unique compilation. J. S. Porterfield 

Choosing and 
chancing 
Our Future Inheritance: Choice or 
Chance? A Study by A British Asso-
ciation Working Pa•rty. Pp. ix+ 141 +4 
plates. (Oxford University: London, 
October 1974.) £4.00 boards; £1.25 
paper. 

IT has become ax<iomatic that sdence 
the acquisibion of knowledge, should 
be expected to increase the health, 
wealth and happiness of mankind. That 
would seem to apply especially to the 
results of studies on the various com
plex processes concerning reproduction, 
whether they be directed at stimulating 
fertility or curbing prolificacy. 

The British Association and its panel 
of experts are to be congratulated on 
this publication. The book, though 
recognising t-he benefits ace.ruing from 
advances in biomedical techniques in 
the field of reproduction and genetics, 
urges, quite rightly, that a close watch 
be kept on possible dangers that could 
arise from their application to dis
orders in man. 

The terms AID, fertility drug, 
organ-transplant, test-tube baby, and 
genetic engineedng have all become 
quite common·place as a result of 
popular reporting in the media. The 
methods and results of the scientific 
procedures associated with these terms 
are presented accurately. More im
portant is the awareness that is created 
of the grave consequences that could 
follow man's deliberate manipulation 
and possible interference with his own 
genes, gametes or gonads. The germ 
cells, which, strictly speaking, are not 
vital to the individual are well known 
for their greater sensitivity to environ-
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mental and other changes than are 
somatic ceUs. 

It is intended that the book should 
be widely read and it deserves to reach 
all classes of professional and lay 
people so that the significance of ad
vances in biological sdences, and their 
application to human medicine, can be 
fully realised. 

The manner of presentation of a 
scientific subject in a form acceptable 
to the lay public is proble.matical but 
the authors/ editors have overcome 
skilfully a very difficult situation. I get 
the impression tha-t the book has been 
presented in such a way that if mem
bers of the public who arc scientifically 
uninformed wish to read and under
stand it they would obtain all that was 
needed from the first chapter ('Bio
medical advances : a mixed blessing?') 
and the last chapter ('Social concern 
and biological advances'). It is regret
table that those two chapters cannot 
be made more freely av-ailahle for all 
to read and enjoy. The intervening 
chapters contain details about various 
technical advances and will require a 
fair understanding of the relevant 
subjects if they are to have any lasting 
effect and impression. 

The case~bound volume is well pro
duced and contains a useful index. 

I. W. Rowlands 

Exercise and sport 
Science and Medicine of Exercise and 
Sport. Edited by Wa:rren R. Johnson 
and E. R. Buskirk. Pp. 486. (Ha·r;pe.r 
and Row : New York and London, 
1973.) £10.00. 

THIS volume is a collection of 33 
chapters compiled by 40 different 
authors, linked by ,a common interest 
in the physiological and medical aspects 
of sport and exercise. Each contfi.bu
ti'on is a short rev,iew artide; the sub
jects dealt with -range from basic 
biochemical features of cont-racting 
muscle to the effects of exercise on the 
mental state of psychiatric patients. At 
the end of each chapter is a list of 
cited references. There is, however, no 
general index for the whole book. 

I found it difficult to determine for 
whom the text was intended. The 
genera•! non-scientific reader would find 
it ,inc-omprehensible. A scientist with 
no speoialised knowledge of the subject 
would find the format difficult reading: 
it is fragmented, it 1'acks a theme, and 
it is 'therefore i,ndigest-ible. Perhaps it 
would be of interest and use to a 
student writing a dissertation on the 
scientific and medical aspects of 
exercise and sport. Its place would 
therefore seem to be more appropriate 
to the she,!ves of a reference library 
than to a private bookcase. 

R. Y. Caine 
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